
Ephesians 1:15 The Lord Jesus 

Paul just finished the beginning of his letter to the church in Ephesus. After a traditional greeting 
to a letter, Paul detailed, in a nearly 200 words sentence, the blessings the triune God has 
provided for Christians. The rest of chapter 1 is Paul’s prayer for the Christians in Ephesus. Paul 
began this letter by writing about the spiritual blessings God has for us and then prayed that the 
Christians in Ephesus would know the reality of them in a deeper and more meaningful way. 
Read Ephesians 1:15. 

What a combination of attributes to be known by, faith in the Lord Jesus and love for God’s 
people. Remember what Jesus said when asked about the most important commandments. Read 
Matthew 22:37-39.  

Every Christian should be known by both what he believes and how he lovingly relates to others, 
especially those who are part of the family of God. The Christian life has two dimensions, faith 
in God and love for the brethren. The two should never be separated.  

Paul said he had heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus, not simply in Jesus. Faith in Jesus is, of 
course, essential to salvation. The members of the church in Ephesus were genuine believers who 
had put their trust in Jesus for salvation. Paul addressed them in the very first verse of this letter 
as “saints” which was a term applied to those who had made Jesus their Savior. Here he wrote 
that he had heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus. 

In biblical times names were a way of saying something about an individual. As an indication of 
how important names were to identifying characteristics of individuals think about the various 
names God changed when He wanted to designate new roles for them. Abram became Abraham, 
Sarai became Sarah, Simon became Peter. 
When we read that the Savior of the world is identified as the “Lord Jesus” we are reading not a 
name but a description. Both words have meaning in identifying the nature of our Savior. 

In a sense the only name of Jesus was just that, Jesus. That name is interesting in that according 
to Scripture it was the name God wanted Him to have. Read in Matthew 1:21 what an angel said 
to Joseph after he learned that Mary was going to have a child. Joseph was told to call Him Jesus 
or in the Hebrew Joshua, which literally translated as Savior. God wanted this child who to have 
that name because He had come to save His people. As John expressed it, the Word, that is the 
eternal God, became flesh and as many as would believe on Him, to them God gave the authority 
or right to be called sons of God.  

As time moved on and Jesus began His ministry He emphasized that He had in fact come to be 
our Savior, to give His life a ransom for many, to offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice for our 
sins thus becoming our Savior. He came to be our Savior because without redemption we cannot 
be adopted by God and therefore cannot have fellowship with God. The wages of sin is death but 
the gift of God, because of the death of Jesus, is salvation or life.  



What is important to note is that Paul did not simply say they had faith in the Jesus who is a 
Savior, but they had faith in the Jesus who is also Lord. He is the Lord Jesus. In connection with 
Jesus that title is used just over 100 times in the New Testament.  

It is interesting that of the 100 plus times Lord and Jesus are combined in the New Testament, 
only 2 occur in the Gospels. It was not until Jesus’ resurrection that the title “Lord” took on real 
meaning. The title “Lord” was viewed by the Jews as a divine title. When, for an example, the 
pending birth of Jesus was announced to Mary and Joseph it was an angel of the Lord who spoke 
to them, that is an angel of God. At His birth the angel said He would be called “Immanuel” 
which means “God with us.” It after His resurrection that the disciples realized that He was 
divine.  It was only then that the disciples understood what John would later write, the Word 
who became flesh. It would, therefore, have been more natural to call Him “Lord” following 
that discovery. He is Lord because He is God. 

There is something more profound in that title than simply the recognition that Jesus is God. It 
was far more a statement or title that reflected on the relationship we should have with Him. A 
slave always addressed his master as “lord” and from the very beginning the early Christians 
recognized that Jesus was to be the Lord of their lives. This is nowhere more evident than the 
way in which Paul introduces himself in Romans 1:1 where he wrote, “Paul, a servant (or bond 
slave) of Christ Jesus.” Paul considered himself a bond slave of Jesus. A bond slave was one 
who had been granted freedom by his master and then voluntarily re-committed himself to being 
his master’s slave. Whereas a slave could be freed by his master, a bond slave was always a 
slave, there was no freedom. Paul wrote that in relationship to Jesus he was a slave and so Jesus 
was always addressed as his “Lord.” That was the attitude in general of the early Christians. 
They could not conceive of accepting Jesus as Savior and not also making Him Lord.  

In the New Testament the option was never to make Jesus Lord, He IS Lord. The challenge was 
to bow before His Lordship. Too often in the church today we present Jesus as a fire insurance 
policy that one takes out by faith to ensure that one doesn’t burn in hell, with any other 
relationship purely optional. If you want to make Him Lord, great but if you want to be a Sunday 
or Easter and Christmas Christian, well that is your choice. That is not biblical in any sense of 
the word. The New Testament declares that if you want Him as Savior you must also have Him 
as Lord. We cannot legitimately worship Him as Jesus the Savior and ignore Him as Jesus the 
Lord. He cannot be, by New Testament standards, the Lord of Sunday and not of Monday 
through Saturday. As the saying goes, “He is either Lord of all or not Lord at all.”  

Paul moved on in in Ephesians 1 to pray that the Christians in Ephesus, who knew Jesus as 
Savior and as the Lord of their lives, would experience the blessings available in Jesus in a 
deeper more personal way. It is impossible to have that deeper experience if we do not first 
understand that the One we seek to know better is accurately described in the New Testament as 
the “Lord Jesus.” 



Paul urged us in Romans 13:14 “to put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” The descriptive title 
“Christ” was used primarily when there were Jewish Christians present because that was the 
unique description of the promised one of the Old Testament. It was another description of the 
Messiah. Paul’s challenge was to put on the Lord Jesus.	The Savior of the world is Lord. He is 
Lord because He is God and because He desires to rule our lives so that He can give us real 
freedom. In Jesus we have been set free from the penalty and bondage of sin. We are truly free, 
free to choose to make the only really wise decision we can make with that freedom, to sign back 
on as a bond servant and to live each day for Him. That should be the goal of everyone who 
seeks to be a follower of Jesus.  

Initially that sounds scary until we remember that the life lived in Him is the only meaningful 
life and the only life that will really count for eternity. It can seem a bit much until we remember 
that it is what we were born for and what God is so anxious to help us live. We cannot do it on 
our own. If we desire to know Jesus not just as a fire insurance policy but as a friend who will 
stick closer than a brother and one who wishes to shower spiritual blessing untold upon us, then 
we will be willing to move toward making Him truly the “Lord Jesus.” 

Paul said that he had heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus. Do the people we live with, work with 
or have as neighbors describe us as followers of the Lord Jesus? They should!	


