
Luke 7:36-50: The Loving Sinner 

Read the above passage. 

To understand the story, we need to see a couple of culturally important items. First, we note that 
while Jesus was at this meal, the text does not fully explain why He was there. He was invited 
but from the way He was treated, and later the comments of Simon the host, it seems He was not 
the primary or special guest. Had He been either He would have been treated properly upon 
arrival. Instead, it appears that He was invited more out of curiosity than anything. This was 
fairly early in the ministry of Jesus and there was still a great deal of uncertainty as to who He 
was and what His role in the community would be. For many He was simply the carpenter’s son 
from Nazareth and nothing more, although there were certainly indications and rumors that He 
may be a prophet. Luke specifically notes that Simon was a Pharisee so it would seem he had 
heard the rumors and wanted to have Jesus at a meal so He could test Him out. Simon was not 
ready to dignify Him with special treatment or give Him a place of honor. There is always a 
danger that we will want to keep Jesus close but not so close as to really acknowledge who He is.  

There was a woman there whom Jesus Himself described in verse 47 as being one with many 
sins. The specific sins were not enumerated but immorality was certainly one. In all probability 
she was a known prostitute. She took advantage of the social custom of the day to get into the 
room where Jesus was dining. In those days it was common for a rich person to give an elaborate 
dinner and open his courtyard so that the community could see. It was a way of showing off. 
Literally he was saying, “Come see the important people that I have at my house and see how 
well I am able to treat them.” A second reason for allowing people to come was to provide an 
opportunity for the poor to eat the scraps that were dropped from the table or left over and that 
was considered a plus for the rich who wanted to earn points with God. This unnamed woman 
used the occasion to get close to Jesus so she could anoint him with the perfume that she 
brought. He had changed her life in some way, and she wished to show her thanks to Him for 
that. 

Remember in those days it was common to eat at a low table and to recline there so that your feet 
stretched out behind you. Knowing that helps us to understand how this lady could enter the 
room, not be in the way, and still weep so that her tears fell on the feet of Jesus. She was behind 
Him as He reclined to eat with the other guests. 

What followed again reflected Simon’s cultural, as well as his religious thinking. He observed 
what this woman did and noted that Jesus did nothing about it. Not only did He allow her to 
touch Him, He allows her to wipe His feet with her hair. In Jewish culture only a prostitute, or at 
least someone of very loose moral standing, would walk about with her hair down. Had Jesus 
known nothing of her, and certainly a true prophet would know all about her, then her very 
appearance would have given her away. Jesus, in the mind of Simon, had just disqualified 
Himself as a true prophet on two grounds. He had apparently not known who she was and He 



also allowed an obvious sinner to touch Him. A true prophet would have avoided all contact with 
sinners in an effort to remain pure himself. 

Remember one of the constant accusations hurled at Jesus by the religious leaders of His day was 
that He ate and fellowshipped with publicans and sinners. Jesus made it continually clear that He 
came to seek and save the lost and that those who were not sick did not need a physician. There 
is a principle here we must not miss. Too often Christians spend all their time with other 
Christians and fail to remember that one of our responsibilities is to reach a lost world. We 
cannot do that in the isolation of Christian communities. Of course, as Christians our dearest and 
best friends should be fellow Christians with whom we not only have so much in common but 
with whom we will spend eternity. But we need to get to know and love our neighbors so that we 
can reach them for Jesus. In the process of getting to know and associate with them we must 
keep the goal of evangelism in our minds. If they are true friends, we want them to spend eternity 
in heaven with us.  
Jesus demonstrated He was indeed a prophet who knew the hearts of men. He spoke to the issues 
that were on Simon’s mind. Why was He associating Himself with this woman and allowing her 
to touch Him?  His answer was very simple. She loved him deeply and that love came from an 
awareness of being forgiven of much.  

The discussion of how poorly Jesus had been treated by Simon is secondary to the whole lesson. 
Its significance comes from the fact that it grew out of an attitude of Simon that was not rooted 
in love. To Simon Jesus was a curiosity item to be invited to attend a meal so He could be 
studied. If Jesus was really important to him, he would have welcomed Him appropriately. The 
way we treat Jesus during the week is the real reflection of our love for him. The issue is clear. 
Simon thought little of Jesus and reacted accordingly. Read verses 39-43. Jesus asked a fairly 
obvious question, “Who will love Me more, one who has been forgiven much or one who has 
been forgiven less.”  

Simeon’s answer to Jesus’ question included the words, “I suppose.” One of his problems as a 
Pharisee was that he considered himself righteous by virtue of his good works and assumed that 
such works were the expression of his faith when, in reality, he had little faith in God. His faith 
was in himself and he viewed God as owing him something because of it. For him, the way to 
God was via works and not of faith, which, of course, is the opposite of the New Testament 
message. The sinful woman on the other hand knew how great a sinner she was and therefore 
knew how special it was for Jesus to have anything to do with her. She knew she did not deserve 
to be forgiven or loved and, therefore, the love of God and the forgiveness that love offered was 
special. 

Note, one cannot use this passage to prove that some sinners are greater sinners than others. 
Everyone has sinned and come short of the glory of God and all are, therefore, under the penalty 
of death, which is the wage of sin. It matters not if someone has sinned only once in the smallest 
of ways or if someone has committed sins too numerous and too heinous to mention. Everyone’s 
sins are so serious it took a Cross to pay the penalty for them. Every sin is sufficient to condemn 



one to separation from God and any sin can be cared for only through the sacrifice of Jesus for 
them. 

The issue here is not who actually had the greater sin but how aware each was of that sin. The 
woman was deeply aware of it and therefore so thankful for the forgiveness she received from 
God. Periodically each of us review our life and consider how much God has forgiven us. Don’t 
dwell on your sins to the point of deciding you are a bad person but dwell on them long enough 
to determine that you are an incredibly forgiven person.   

Consider not only what you have done but consider where you might be today if you had not met 
Jesus. As we contemplate what we might have become were it not for Jesus and consider all of 
the things we have done that were sin and have been forgiven, all we can do is praise Him and 
love Him all the more.  

We then read in verse 48 that Jesus forgave her sins.  For those present, that was radical. Only 
God can forgive sins so if Jesus declared He could, then He was claiming to be God. Indeed, He 
is God and as such can forgive sin. The Pharisees were right on that.  

Read verse 50. Note that it was faith alone that saved her, not her tears or her kind acts. Faith 
alone saves. Note also that she was sent away in peace. To know God by faith and be forgiven 
and have peace with God. That brings an inner peace that is not available anywhere else. 
Consider sometime how that woman must have felt. Her life had been filled with sin and 
ugliness. Then she met Jesus, and everything changed. The emptiness and ugliness were replaced 
with His forgiveness and love. Indeed, she would have peace. 

This passage is a reminder to periodically review how very much we have been forgiven of and 
how very much we have reason to love Jesus. Those who know how much they have been 
forgiven cannot help but love Him deeply.


