
Two People on the Road to Emmaus: Luke 24:13-35 

The post-resurrection appearances of Jesus give us not only proof of the resurrection but deeper 
insights into who Jesus was and what the resurrection can mean to us. 

Early Sunday morning Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene, His mother Mary and to Salome, all 
of whom who had come to finish the job of making the body ready for proper burial.  

Luke wrote that early that afternoon Jesus appeared to two people on the road to Emmaus. It’s an 
historical record that tells us a great deal about Jesus and how we can relate to Him. Read Luke 
24:13-35 

These two were on the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. The exact location of this town is not 
known but it appears to have approximately 7 miles west or northwest of Jerusalem.  

To understand the drama of that afternoon you have to get inside the minds of these two 
individuals. Their whole world had fallen apart. They told Jesus, whom they did not recognize 
for some reason, about the events that had led to the crucifixion of Jesus and the dilemma that 
had left them in. They told Jesus, according to Luke 24:19, “We had hoped he was the one who 
was going to redeem Israel.” But Jesus had been crucified and with His death their hopes and 
dreams were seemingly crushed. They had heard the accounts of the resurrection from the 
woman who had met Jesus but they themselves had not met Him and so had no hope. Jesus then 
talked to them and before the afternoon was finished, they recognize who He was. Everything 
was different from that moment on. The difference came not when they were told about the 
resurrection by the ladies but when they personally met the living Jesus. Jesus is alive and, 
because of that, when we personally meet Him, He can give meaning to our lives that otherwise 
would have none. Our relationship begins when, like these two individuals, we recognize who 
Jesus is and that He really is alive. The conversation began with the words, "We had hoped” but 
once they recognize Him their lives move from the past tense to the present as they declared, 
“Our hearts burned within us when we were in His presence.” 

Note Jesus approached them. Jesus took the initiative. He seeks us out while we are still sinners. 
When they got to the house Jesus was prepared to go on and it was not until they invited Him to 
come in that He did. Jesus made Himself available to them, but they had to invite Him in. Verse 
29 says they urged Him strongly to stay. God gave us a freewill and with that we must choose to 
either invite Jesus in or to allow Him to walk on by. Read Revelation 3:20. Not only does our 
salvation depend on our willingness to invite Him into our hearts, our fellowship with Him 
depends on our inviting Him to spend time with us. 

Note how Jesus confronted them. They told Him they are confused and bewildered, and Jesus 
immediately took them to the Scriptures. Beginning with Moses and proceeding through all the 
prophets He revealed truth to them. He was able to reveal truth to them because the Scriptures all 
pointed to Him. One wonders what it must have been like to have listened to Jesus teach the 



message of the Old Testament. But we must never forget when we study the Bible that, while we 
may not have Jesus physically present to explain it to us, He specifically sent the Holy Spirit to 
us to make His word known. The Holy Spirit can be our teacher just as Jesus taught those two 
that day. Note also that Jesus spoke to them from ALL the Scriptures. Too often we miss truth 
concerning God because we pick and choose what we will study or read when He wants us to be 
familiar with it all. 

Notice when they realized who this one was that was in their midst. We read that as He broke 
bread, they recognized Him. Their eyes were open, and they knew who He was. The words, 
“broke bread” sound like communion but it is more likely this was just a normal meal and when 
Jesus prayed they understood who He was. We do not know what caused them to know. Some 
have suggested that their initial inability to recognize Jesus was divine blockage and that this was 
divine revelation, but Luke does not say that. Perhaps it was because they had heard Him pray 
bless food before. Maybe they saw the nail scars on His hands or perhaps just because Jesus 
assumed for Himself the role of a host in blessing the bread when in fact He had been invited as 
a guest. Whatever the reason, they saw who He really was.  

There are two major lessons here. First note that Jesus assumes the role of host. That is the role 
He always wants to have in our lives. He does not want to simply be the invited guest but the 
host of our lives whereby we fall under His loving care and provision.  

Notice that Jesus took time before partaking of food to thank God for it. How much more ought 
we to pause before each meal and give thanks for God’s care for us.  

Then notice what impact that had on the two. First their hearts were warm. There is no way to 
describe fully to an unbeliever what it is like to discover who Jesus is and the truth that He not 
only lives but has offered to have fellowship with us. He has offered to assume, if we will let 
him, the role of host of our lives and seek His Father’s blessing on us.  

Then note what the two did next. Immediately they got up and returned to Jerusalem to share the 
good news with others. I wonder if they even ate the meal that Jesus had blessed for them. They 
simply could not keep to themselves what they had learned about Jesus. Jesus was alive and that 
news had to be shared. That is the kind of news that is too significant to keep to ourselves. It was 
not necessarily easy to share that news. They had just finished a 7-mile hike from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus and now they were going to walk back that very night to tell others. News that 
important, news that had given meaning to their lives had to be shared immediately. The words 
“at once” literally mean “in the same hour.”  

While they set out to share that news with those that they assumed did not know, when they got 
to Jerusalem, they found out the disciples had already heard the good news. But that is not the 
end of the story; they repeated what God had done for them, the whole story of their walk with 
Jesus on that road, what He said and how He broke bread with them. Sometimes we forget the 
importance of a testimony to other Christians. Sharing praise items can be an encouragement to 



other believers. The hymn writer has expressed it clearly when it was written, “And those who 
know it best seem hungering and thirsting just like the rest to hear it again.” (I Love to Tell the 
Story” A. Catherine Hankey) 

An incredible change had taken place in the lives of those two that day. They began the day 
completely discouraged and without hope. They were certain that all meaning they thought life 
might have had was gone. Then they met Jesus and discovered that He was really alive. That 
made all the difference and so too it is with us. The more real His resurrection is the more our 
hearts leap within and the more purpose we see in life. As we recognize all of this, we will find 
we cannot keep it to ourselves. We must share it. We can have the experience those men had if 
we, like them, “strongly urge” Jesus to stay and be with us. 


