
Mark 14:12-21 God Wrote the Script 

Read Mark 14:12 that sets the stage for this study. A critical item to understand in any study of 
the death of Jesus is the truth that God was in total control of the whole process. Read John 
10:17-18.   

If you were to read any of the Gospel accounts of the death of Jesus, beginning on Palm Sunday, 
you might assume you are reading some current mystery novel where the chief priests and 
teachers of the law hash out a plot to kill Jesus. As you read on you see Jesus as the victim of 
their plot, which unfolds little by little just as they planned it. In truth, it was God’s plan that the 
triune God hashed out even before the creation and set in place as God’s plan to redeem sinful 
man the moment Adam and Eve sinned. Because it was God’s plan, every detail of it was totally 
under His control. 

Three events illustrate the control of God and foreknowledge of Jesus of every step of the way. 
The first was the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on what is known as Palm Sunday. We know that 
it was prophesized centuries earlier and happened in amazing detail exactly as God said it would. 

The second event that clearly shows that God was in control is found in Mark 14:13-16. Read 
verses 13-15.   

Commentators have a wild time with these verses. They wonder why Jesus didn’t just give them 
the address. Why the mystery or secrecy of it? Some have suggested that Jesus had prearranged 
the place and but didn’t want Judas to know where it would be so Judas could not lead the thugs 
of the chief priests there to arrest Him. That was possible, but it seems more likely that Jesus 
wanted to make sure His disciples, and in time us, understood that He was in complete control. 

Read Mark 14:16. No surprise there. Everything Jesus declared came true. If, however, we look 
at this in a little more detail, we discover how astounding it was that it happened that way. 
Sometimes when we are watching a mystery program on TV something suddenly happens that 
makes the rest of the story possible. We think, “He showed up just in time.” Actually, he showed 
up right then because the script writers planned it that way.” TV writers want to draw us into the 
events, so we assume it surprisingly worked out. The writers knew it would work out because 
they wrote it that way. The events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus happened exactly as God 
had written the script. He was totally in control and Jesus was totally willing to fulfill His role in 
that script. Jesus was not the victim of the plot that just happened. No one took His life. He loved 
us so much He voluntarily went to the Cross in our place. 

When you look at this passage, two things stand out as testimonies to the fact that God was in 
control. First, we read that Jesus instructed the disciples, “a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you. Follow him.” When we look at this through modern eyes it really does not mean 
much except causing us to wonder how they would know for sure which man it was. In Jesus day 
men did not carry water. That was the work of women. A man carrying water would easily stand 



out in Jerusalem. It would be like, “Go to the Mall and a man will drive up in bright pink Rolls 
Royce with a giraffe hood ornament.” You could not miss it. God was so in control of the events 
that led up to the crucifixion of Jesus that He arranged for a man to be carrying water at exactly 
the time the disciples were looking for him. 

It gets better. Read Mark 14:14-15. Some commentators try and explain this by saying that Jesus 
had already arranged for the room and so when the disciples asked about it, the owner simply 
showed it to them. Nothing in the text indicates it was pre-arranged. If Jesus had arranged for 
that the day before, all He had to have the disciples say, to be sure they were at the right place, 
“Is this the home that Jesus has arranged to have the Passover at?” It was not prearranged and 
that makes this part of the account all that much more exciting.  

A couple of years ago the Pope visited Philadelphia. Motel owners were excited. Every room in 
Philadelphia and surrounding areas were sold out weeks in advance. Can you imagine calling a 
hotel in Philadelphia the day before the Pope’s arrival and asking for a room? You would get the 
response “You have to be kidding, they were sold out months ago.” That would have been 
exactly the way it was in Jerusalem during the Passover. Josephus reported that as many as a 
million Jews traveled to the city each year for the Passover. Jewish law stated that the Passover 
meal had to be eaten within the city so just before that celebration they actually expanded city 
limits to accommodate the crowds. The day of the Passover meal two disciples went into the city, 
followed a stranger to a house and asked for a room. And he had one all set-up. God wrote the 
script for the crucifixion, so it happened exactly as He designed it. 

Want to think about something interesting? Just as God wrote the script for the crucifixion, He 
also wrote the script for the birth of Jesus. There, however, He chose not to reserve, in His script, 
the best room in the inn. Instead He wrote into that script that the only place available would be 
the manger so He could show the degree of sacrifice Jesus underwent leaving heaven to become 
one of us. 

The third evidence of God’s total control is seen in the fact that Jesus knew not only that He 
would be betrayed but the one would do it. That this was written into the script by God is 
verified by that fact that 700 years earlier the Psalmist prophesized it. Read Psalm 41:9,  

Without getting bogged down, let me note that because of the nature of God, while He wrote the 
script and knew what was going to happen, that did not mean that Judas had no choice or that it 
really was not his fault because that was the part God wrote into the script for him. Read James 
1:13-14 It is difficult to separate the foreknowledge and control of God from the free will He 
gives to each of us but His gift of free will is real and we are responsible for our actions. 
Knowing it will happen and causing it to happen are different. We will never fully understand it, 
but there is a legitimate tension between the sovereignty of God and our free will but He has 
designed it so His sovereignty never cancels out our freedom or make us less responsible for our 
actions. 



You probably recall the life of Joseph as recorded in Genesis. Joseph’s brothers sold him into 
slavery. Many years later they were reunited in Egypt when Joseph’s family came for desperately 
needed food. The brothers worried about how Joseph would treat them. Read Genesis 50:20. 
What they did was wrong, but God is able to use even our wrong for His glory. That was the case 
with Judas. How he chose to exercise his free will was his choice and he was responsible for it. 
That God knew it and used it for His purpose did not change Judas’ responsibility. Read Jesus’ 
response in Mark 14:2.  

For the purpose of this study consider that Jesus said, “The Son of Man will go just as it is 
written about him.” Literally, it is going to happen the way God scripted it. 

Jesus was aware of the prophecies regarding the suffering servant as recorded by the prophet 
Isaiah in chapters 52–53. Jesus knew that He was going to be betrayed. By saying “just as it is 
written of Him,” Jesus was declaring that events that would follow this meal were playing out 
exactly as the Father had scripted them.  

It is important to see that Jesus knew everything that was going to happen to Him because that 
reinforces the truth that He knew why He had come, what was ahead for Him and what that 
would provide for us. Read Mark 10:45. Jesus knew why He had come and what that involved. 
Jesus knew exactly how all the events we read about in the gospels would play out. When He 
shared in the Passover meal with His disciples, He knew exactly what He would undergo in the 
next 24 hours. He knew what was ahead, still He went through with it. Why? Because of His 
love for us. 

As we move closer to Good Friday and Easter imagine how you would feel if you knew that in a 
few days you were going to die a horrible death that you didn’t have to endure but would choose 
to do so. Then think about how much Jesus had to love each of us to be willing to do it. Rejoice 
in that love while asking what that love deserves in return. What should our response be to so 
great a love? 


