
Mark 12:35-37 Whose Son is Jesus? 

Mark 11 records the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. That is followed, according 
to Mark, by a series of encounters that Jesus had with those who were out to discredit Him. 
Those critics asked a series of questions designed to embarrass Him. In each case they failed. 
Read Mark 12;35 and Matthew 22:41-42 

Jump ahead and read Mark 12:38-40 for background on the scribes.  

Historical documents confirm the description of the scribes with whom Jesus was in conflict. 
They could not be missed. In public they always wore long white, linen robes that reached to 
their feet. As such they always stood out from the dress of the rest of the people. Jeremias, a 
great New Testament scholar, described how they were not only recognized wherever they went 
but that the people in general were expected to stand appropriately as they passed by. When a 
wealthy person gave a feast for any reason, the scribes were invited so the wealthy individual 
could show off his connection with the “important” scribes. Their seat on such an occasion was 
always the honored one next to the one sponsoring the meal. When they entered the synagogue, 
they were ushered to the front and given seats that faced the others so all could see them and 
their fancy attire. In the culture of Jesus’ day Scribes were to be respected and honored, not 
questioned and certainly not embarrassed by anyone, especially one who had no formal 
rabbinical training. But Jesus challenged them. He challenged them because they were 
misleading the people with a theology of the Messiah that was totally wrong. 

Re-read Mark 12:35. That was a question that was easy for them to answer. The scribes knew the 
Old Testament well and I am sure could quote many references to the fact that the Messiah 
would be a descendant of David. For example, read II Samuel 7:12 and Psalm 89:3-4. There 
were many other references that could be used. Everyone was rightly looking for God to use a 
descendant of David to establish a perfect kingdom.  

Their answer was not wrong, but it was incomplete. That has been true throughout history as 
many have seen Jesus as a great man, a great teacher, a great example to follow. All that is true, 
but He is so much more. He is also a Savior to be accepted and a Lord to be obeyed. There is no 
question more important for each of us to answer than “Who is Jesus?” If we get the answer 
wrong, we spend eternity separated from the God who loves us and has prepared a marvelous 
place for us to live forever. 

Jesus went on to quote from Psalm 110:1, which everyone saw as a Messianic Psalm. Jesus 
introduced that part of His question in an interesting way. Jesus said “David himself, speaking 
by the Holy Spirit, declared:”  Note that Jesus stated what other New Testament writers 
detailed, namely that the Bible is not simply a history book recording the activities of the ancient 
people or philosophers but a book given by God through the Holy Spirit to reveal God, His plan 
for us, and what He expects in return. The Bible is the Word of God and, because the Holy Spirit 
controlled its writers, the message it gives is true and therefore should be accepted. This text 



challenges us again to consider how we view God’s Word. It challenges us to ask what we can do 
to better understand it and more adequately apply it to our daily lives. Jesus believed in the 
inspiration of Scripture and so should we. 

Read Mark 12:36. Jesus was still quoting from Psalm 110, a Psalm the scribes knew was 
Messianic. While not developed by Jesus, that truth actually tells us that the Messiah would be 
God because no one other than one equal to God could occupy that position. The writer of 
Hebrews used it as an additional testimony to the fact that Jesus was the promised Messiah and 
God Himself. Read Hebrews 1:13.  

Them Jesus asked a question they probably had never thought about and certainly did not know 
how to answer. Read Mark 12:39. The question raised an important issue. How can the Messiah 
be both a son and his Lord? Men do not refer to their offspring as lords over them. The scribes 
had could not honestly answer that question given their understanding of the promised Messiah. 
The only way they could have understood Psalm 110 would have been to see that the promised 
Messiah was going to be both a man, i.e. a son of David and God Himself so as to be called 
“Lord.” Jesus was declaring that He, whose genealogy clearly showed Him to be a legitimate son 
of David, was more than just that, He was “Lord,” that is God Himself. 

Lent is a period set aside for us to contemplate the provision of Jesus on the Cross. We cannot 
hope to understand Easter without putting it in the context of the Christmas, any more than we 
can hope to understand Christmas without putting it in the context of Easter. Christmas makes no 
sense without remembering that Jesus came to die for our sins while Easter makes no sense 
without understanding that the one who died on a Cross of us was both a man like us and God 
Himself so that His shed blood was adequate for our sins.  

The importance of understanding the relationship between Jesus being both a son of David and 
David’s Lord was born out when Peter said in his sermon on the day of Pentecost. Read Acts 
2:34-36. And Romans 1:3-4.   

We must not miss the fact that David called the Messiah “Lord.” No concept is more lacking in 
Christianity today than that of the Lordship of Jesus. The phrase “Lord Jesus Christ” is 83 times 
in the New Testament.  It is a key descriptive phrase for Jesus. Jesus is to not only to be our 
Savior, He is to be our Lord. 

Americans take great pride, and rightfully so, in the fact that we live in a democracy where we 
have the right to vote on which laws we want to follow, and which have no place in our society. 
The tendency for us is to assume that it is the same with God. It is not. Nowhere do we read that 
Jesus came to establish His democracy. He came to establish a kingdom. Kingdoms are ruled by 
a sovereign and in His kingdom, He is that Sovereign that is to be obeyed at all time. 

Read Acts 10:36. Jesus went to the Cross to give us peace with God but implied in that is that He 
is also to be the Lord of our lives. Lordship means He is in control of every area of our lives. 



That means that every moment of every day we should ask, “What would Jesus have me do 
now? How would He have me act?” 

Mark did not tell us what, if anything, the scribes said but he did note, according to verse 37, 
“The large crowd listened to him with delight.” It is unlikely they understood what Jesus was 
saying. It really was not until after His death and resurrection that it all came together for the 
disciples and through them thousands of others who believed and formed the early church, but 
they must have taken delight in seeing the scribes squirm a bit.  

Based on this short exchange between Jesus and the scribes we need to evaluate several issues. 
We need to reconsider how we view God’s Word and if we determine that, as Jesus said, it is 
inspired by God and delivered through the Holy Spirit then we need to recommit to making it a 
vital part of our lives as we study it and seek to live by it. 

We need to ask ourselves if we truly believe that Jesus is the promised Messiah and that He came 
to give His live as a ransom for our sins. If we truly believe that we need to make sure that not 
only have we asked Him to be that Savior but that we are sharing the truth of who He is with 
those around us. 

Finally, we need to re-evaluate our commitment to Jesus as the Lord of our lives. As Christians 
we are citizens of the kingdom of God and as such need to behave as good citizens, always being 
obedient to our King. 


