
Mark 13:3-37: Hang in there, Jesus is Coming Again 
Mark 13:3-37 is a warning that it is not going to get easier living in this sin cursed world and it is 
going to get harder for Christians who will face inevitable persecution. The good news is that we 
don’t have to lose hope because we can be sure Jesus will return to judge sin and set everything 
straight. In the process of telling His disciples that, Jesus set out four challenges for Christians to 
follow while they await His return under the heading of “watch out” or “be on guard.”.  

Read Mark 13:1-4 for background.  

That began what is referred to as the Olivet Discourse. Jesus’ answer was by far His longest 
response to any question He was asked. He clearly wanted His disciples to understand important 
truths not only about the future of the Temple but also about His and their future.  

This is a challenging passage because it is prophetic. Prophecy almost always had at least 2 
different applications. In Chapter 13, the prophecy is, in part, about the impending destruction of 
the temple in Jerusalem but it also makes note, as in verse 26, of the second coming of Jesus. Re-
read Mark 13:4.  

Jesus talked about the signs they would see  before the destruction of the temple, while at the 
same time He spoke of signs that will indicate His return. In verses 5-12, we have 5 major 
categories of signs. It will not get easier living in this sin cursed world and it will get even more 
difficult for Christians who will face inevitable persecution. 

In verses 5-6 Jesus warned against being deceived by false claims of individuals that they are the 
Messiah. Today we have many voices telling us they have all the answers to the difficulties of 
life and they can tell us how to save our planet and society if we would just listen and follow 
their lead. They tell us we no longer need a God because we have all the answers we need. Don’t 
listen to them. 

In verses 7-8 Jesus spoke of wars and rumors of war. In the last 100 years we have seen more 
major wars than any other time in history. 

In the latter part of verse 8 Jesus spoke natural disasters such as earthquakes and famines. Just 
think of all the natural disasters we have heard about in the last few weeks alone. 

In verses 9-11 Jesus spoke of persecution that will befall Christians for no other reason than they 
follow Him. Persecution watch reported that at least 280 Christians were killed in Nigeria during 
February and so far in March, with 50 of them burned alive in a house they fled to seeking refuge 
and were locked inside while it was set on fire. In the past couple of weeks dozens in India have 
paid for their faith with their lives. This should not come as a surprise. Jesus predicted it. Read 
John 15:18-20. It is happening exactly as Jesus said it would. 



Finally, in verses 12-13 Jesus spoke of social disorder as family members fight with one another 
over faith with the result that Christians will be put to death. Anyone familiar with activities in 
India or in Islamic countries knows the price one often pays for making a commitment to Jesus. 

Those signs were evident before the destruction of the temple and have been evident to some 
degree throughout history. Because they are being seen in unprecedented ways today, many feel 
that the return of Jesus is imminent. 

Jesus went on, as recorded in verse 14-25, to talk of the horrors of the activities that will mark 
the promised judgment on the temple. This is an example of a multi-application lesson. A 
significant fulfillment of that occurred when Rome laid siege to Jerusalem in 70 AD, and a 
significant number of those same issues will be seen in an even more serious ways, according to 
the Book of Revelation, in the end days.   

Up to this point in this discourse everything seems horrible with nothing to look forward to but 
suffering. But that is not the end of the story. Read Mark 13:26-27.   

Jesus is coming again, we can be certain of it. Just as the prophecy of the destruction of the 
temple came to pass exactly as Jesus said it would, so too will be His return. Scoffers said the 
temple could never be destroyed as Jesus described. They scoffed all the way to 70 A.D. when 
every detail came to pass. Scoffers can mock the return of Jesus, but it will happen exactly as He 
promised. 

The purpose behind the discussion of the judgments that will come was not to give a definitive 
timetable so we could know exactly when it will happen. In fact, one of the major purposes of 
this teaching was to tell us in no uncertain terms that we cannot know the exact timing of the 
events, but we are to remain faithful anyway. Read Mark 13:32. 

What is important to see is that in the process of teaching about the events of the last days of 
both the temple and history Jesus urged His disciples 4 times to “watch out” or “be on 
guard” (it is the same Greek word in each for each). It is not going to get any easier to faithfully 
follow Him or proclaim His truth, but we must never give up because He is coming again to 
judge sin and reward faithfulness. 

Verse 5 tells us to watch out for those who would deceive you. If ever there was a need to be 
diligent in our stand for truth it is today. Not only does the society around us tell us we are wrong 
in our standards and commitments but too many churches preach the same wrong message. Our 
schools too often teach what is an anti-Christian message about the origin of our world, the 
reality of God and the truth about sin. We see the same message all the time on TV and in 
magazines. Be on guard, watch out that we are not deceived. (The only way we can be sure we 
are following the truth is to get to know the Bible better. We will be constantly challenged to 
justify our commitments and the only way we can hope to do that is if we know Him who is the 
truth and has spoken the truth in Scripture.)  



The second “be on guard,” seen in verse 9, is a challenge not to be discouraged when you are 
persecuted. Christians today are severely persecuted in many countries of the world. In America, 
where we declare we must be tolerant, we discover that tolerance only means we must accept 
whatever everyone chooses to believe or hold as a lifestyle, but they do not have to be tolerant of 
us. Accept the reality that it is not going to be easy to hold to your Christian faith and the closer 
we get to the return of Jesus the more difficult it will be come. 

Read Matthew 5:10-11. We can be assured that if we openly share our faith by presenting what 
we believe or condemning what in our society is against God’s Word, we will be persecuted by 
being mocked or shunned to even worse. Jesus said we are to be on guard that we do not become 
discouraged. Remain faithful.  

The third “be on your guard,” in verse 22-23, is a warning to be alert for false prophets, some 
of whom will even claim to be the real Messiah. As things get more and more difficult there will 
be those who will offer easy answers to the difficult issues we face, including natural calamities, 
economic difficulties, medical diseases we want cured, and the world peace we desire. When 
someone other than Jesus claims to be able to solve all our problems, watch out. The only real 
hope for mankind is Jesus and His provision on the Cross. 

The fourth “be on guard,” found in verse33, is to be on guard concerning the timing of the 
return of the Lord. We are not told the time of the return of Jesus, but we can live with the 
assurance that it will happen. Among the responsibilities we have as Christians is to share the 
gospel with all who are around us. Verse 10 tells us “the gospel must first be preached to all 
nations.” We are also called upon to remain diligent and steadfast in sharing our faith even when 
the pressure from society is to keep it to ourselves. 

Mark 13 is filled with lessons about our God who is deeply aware of how sinful our world is and 
will, in His time, judge that sin. Evil is not going to win. God and His people are. We are to be on 
guard and keep on being faithful to the responsibilities He has given each of us.  When we think 
about the Cross and the empty tomb let’s remember that that is not the end of the story. The 
Cross and the empty tomb simply make the rest of the story possible, the return of Jesus. We are 
called upon to be faithful each day.  


