
Mark 12:18-27 Assurance of A Resurrection 

Read Mark 12:18-27 that describes the confrontation between Jesus and the Sadducees.  

The Sadducees were few in number but very influential in Israel. Generally, they were wealthy, 
and many were members of the ruling Sanhedrin. One of the High Priests was a member of the 
Sadducees. Theologically their beliefs were unique. They accepted only the writings of Moses as 
legitimate Scripture, that is the first 5 books of the Old Testament. They rejected the writings of 
the prophets and all of the rabbinical interpretations of the law. 

Among other things they were annihilationist, that is they believed that when one died, that was 
the end. The soul did not survive after death. Because of that belief they did not believe in 
rewards for good behavior or punishment for bad. If death is the end, then there is no 
resurrection. Read Mark 12:18-19 on how he introduced this incident. Read also Acts 23:8. 

Deuteronomy 25:5-6 For the background to their scenario. This is called the levirate law and was 
intended to ensure that one’s name was carried on and that one’s property stayed in the family. 
An example of this was Boaz marrying Ruth under that provision. 

Read Mark 12:20-23.  

The Sadducees set up what we call reducing things to the absurd. The goal was to use this to 
show the absurdity of the resurrection. If this scenario was true, think of all the problems it 
would cause. The point was that God would not set up anything that ridiculous so the idea of a 
resurrection simply cannot exist. The Sadducees presented their case and smugly concluded that 
they had Jesus. He couldn’t get out of it.  

Read how Jesus began His answer in Mark 12:24. Jesus said they had wrong theology because 
they had an incomplete understanding of Scripture and they minimized the power of God, power 
that would be needed if the dead are to be raised to eternal life. The failure to know God’s Word 
will always lead to improper understanding. The failure to believe that God has to power to 
everything He has said He would do causes us to doubt the reality of His promises.  

Having diagnosed their basic problem, Jesus began to answer them. He said first, according to 
verse 25, “When the dead rise,” Be sure to note that Jesus began by saying “When the dead 
rise” and not “If they rise.” There is no doubt that everyone will be resurrected when Jesus 
returns. Read Acts 24:15. Believers will be raised to everlasting life and those who have not 
received Jesus as Savior will be raised to an everlasting separation from God. For believers the 
resurrection will complete the process of salvation that includes going immediately upon death to 
be with the Lord. At the resurrection believers will receive the final, glorified bodies promised 
and essential to enjoy the new heaven and new earth that is described in Revelation 21 and 22. 



Read Mark 12:25. After declaring there will be a resurrection, Jesus said that in that resurrection 
there will not be marriage relationships as we know them here and added that we will be “like 
angels.” Be sure to note Jesus said “like angels” not angels. In heaven we will be like angels in 
that we will not procreate.  

Will there be sex in heaven? The Bible does not really answer that question. There will be sex in 
heaven in the sense that there will be male and female. There is a significant continuity between 
who we are now and who we will be in heaven. That continuity will include our sexual identity. 
Whatever physical sexual pleasure will be a part of our eternal existence is not detailed. Given 
the uniqueness of heaven compared to here it is very likely that there will be forms of intimacy to 
enjoy and show love that will be beyond what we can imagine here. Read I Corinthians 2:9.  

The real issue for them, however, was the resurrection. The Sadducees did not believe in it so 
Jesus clarified that. Read Mark 12:26-27.   

First, note that Jesus went immediately to God’s Word. Too often we want to answer spiritual 
questions via scientific evidence. In particular, that applies to the question of heaven. Too many 
Christians today rely on the various stories of near-death experiences or the testimony of those 
who said they went to heaven and came back. Spiritual truth is grounded in “God said.” Jesus 
already identified the problem with the Sadducees as not knowing God’s Word. We can share 
personal experiences of God’s love and care but even that should be grounded in Scripture.  

Second, note that He met them where they were. There are a wide variety of verses in the Old 
Testament, especially in the Psalms, that speak of a future resurrection, but Jesus used an 
example from Exodus 3:6. Why Exodus? Because the Sadducees only accepted the writings of 
Moses as legitimate. When we are challenged to give a reason for the hope that we have, or 
literally to share our faith, we need to keep in mind the one to whom we are speaking. To 
effectively witness we need to know where the one to whom we are talking is at. What are the 
questions, fears, doubts, needs etc.? We must meet people where they are and move forward 
from there. 

Jesus then offered proof for a resurrection. We need to follow his reasoning to see His point. God 
said to Moses, “I am the God of Abraham” etc. Moses lived 400 plus years after Abraham died. 
God did not say, “I was the God of Abraham” but “I AM.” Jesus went on to note that God is not 
the God of the dead but of the living. Unless there is a resurrection God is only the God of the 
living and is our God only for a short time here and now. (As a side issue, the Bible consistently 
throughout declares that we were created to live forever with God and while that privilege was 
lost because of sin that has always been God’s intent and why He provided a way of salvation.) 

Assurance of a resurrection is important. Some people say, “All there is to life is the here and 
now and when I’m gone, I’m gone, no big deal.” When someone says that he is really covering 
up his fear of what lies ahead. The issues of what happens after death is important to every 
human being. Read Job 14:14. Why would Job want to know that? Because we were created to 



live forever. In today’s terminology it is in our DNA. Read Ecclesiastes 3:11 that tells us God has 
put the truth of eternity within us. 

Try as one might to deny the reality of existence after death, the reality is within everyone 
because we have the realization that we were created for more than this world. There is a part of 
our very being, because we have been created in God’s image, that knows we should live forever. 
We will never really have peace until we know for sure that our eternal existence will be with 
God.  

Some in the church in Corinth questioned the resurrection, as the Sadducees did, even 
questioning the resurrection of Jesus. They said this life is all there is so enjoy it while we can. 
Read Paul’s answer in I Corinthians 15:19.  

Fortunately, we can not only know, unlike the Sadducees, that this life is not all there is, but we 
can also know that we when have Jesus as our Savior, we have a resurrection unto everlasting 
life. Read I Corinthians 15:22. Paul was not presenting some form of universalism whereby all 
would be saved but the assurance that for those who have made the resurrected Jesus their Savior 
there will be a resurrection to life. Read I John 2:25,  

Unless Jesus returns first every one of us, and everyone we know, will die. That is a fact. Another 
fact is that death is not the end for us. We were created with eternity in our hearts or in our very 
being. We will exist forever, either with Jesus in heaven or separated from Him which is called 
Hell. The blessing for Christians is that we know that existence will be with Jesus and because of 
that we need not fear death or overly mourn the loss of loved ones who have already gone to be 
with the Lord. There is an existence after death and what we do with Jesus now determines if that 
is life with Jesus or separation from Him. 


