
Jesus, the Light of the World. 
Isaiah 9:2 Luke 2:8-14 John 8:12 

Throughout the Old Testament there are literally hundreds of verses that we call Messianic 
Prophecies. Those prophecies tell us details about the birth, life, death and resurrection of Christ. 
Some give very specific details such as Micah 5:2, which identified the exact place where the 
Messiah or Promised One would be born. Others looked ahead and identified the line through 
which He would come, that is, the family of David. Read Isaiah 9:6.  

Those prophecies were designed to ensure that we could not miss the one who was God’s 
provision for our sins. They were also intended to help us better understand what the Messiah 
would accomplish for us when He did come. 

Read Isaiah 9:2. Few pictures are filled with the meaning that God poured into the imagery of the 
Messiah being a light in the world. Contemplating that imagery will hopefully enrich our 
appreciation of what it means when God declared, “Unto you is born a Savior.” 

Luke connected the prophecy of Isaiah through the witness of Zechariah to the birth of Jesus. 
Read Luke 1:7-9.  

Isaiah described the Jesus whose birth we celebrate at Christmas as one who would be a great 
light. Zechariah said that his son, who would be known as John the Baptist, would prepare the 
way for the one who would be a light to the world. See also Luke 2:8-14. 

And 30 plus years later Jesus identified Himself as that light. Read John 8:12. Shortly after that 
Jesus again said, “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

What a powerful picture of the meaning of Christmas is ours when we combine the promise of 
Isaiah, the testimony of Zechariah, the witness of the shepherds and the words of Jesus as He 
ministered among us. The Christ whose birth we celebrate at Christmas is the promised light of 
the world and at His birth the light of God shown brightly. Later Jesus Himself would verify that 
He was that promised light. 

To understand the significance of that we should understand a little of how the Jewish people 
used light to describe God. 

God was seen as light. John describes God exactly that way. Read I John 1:5. John was using 
imagery that was understood by all Hebrew Christians. When God’s presence was evident, as it 
was on various occasions, it was always described as light. In fact, the Jewish people called it the 
“Shekinah Glory,” or the “brightness of God” which was a reflection of His glorious being. In 
Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus that glory is described as “the glory of the Lord that shone 
around them.” Too often we think of that bright light as coming from the angels, but the text is 



clear that it was God in all of His glory that shone that night. It was this Shekinah glory that 
shown in the tabernacle and led the people of Israel throughout their wanderings.  

There is our challenge as we contemplate Christmas. Christmas is the celebration of the birth of 
the Son of God. The child who seems so helpless in that manger was none other than the eternal 
creator God in whom all things have their existence and are held together. The pictures of the 
Christ Child steers our hearts but this Christmas let’s not forget that He whose birth we celebrate 
is the all-powerful, all knowing, all-loving, everywhere present God who can meet every need 
we have for both time and eternity. Remember, the child of the manger is the God of the universe 
and should not only be worshipped but should be trusted in all things. 

But the imagery of light was not restricted to describing the person of God. It was also used to 
describe the activity of God, activity that the Jesus of Christmas seeks to make real in our lives 
today. 

Light has always been used as a symbol of life and in fact we know that without light, life as 
we know it cannot exist. In the spiritual realm the light of God, as seen in Jesus, is essential for 
spiritual life. The manger is neat to think about, but the manger was only the first step in the plan 
of God to provide us with life, spiritual life. Every time you see a manger, get a Christmas card 
with a picture of a manger of it, sing “Away in the Manger” remember that that manger cries out 
He came to give us life. Read John 10:10.  

When Jesus later declared publicly, “I am the light of the world” He used the singular for He 
alone is the light all men need. Shortly after declaring Himself to be the light He also declared 
that strongly. Read John 14:6 and then read Acts 4:12. 

Light also dispels darkness. Obviously, this is true in the physical realm and it is true in the 
spiritual realm. When the light of God comes into a life the darkness of sin that seems initially to 
overwhelm us is vanished. In the spiritual realm darkness still exists but the day will come when 
Jesus will return and there will be no more darkness of any kind. In Heaven the darkness of sin 
will be gone forever. In the meantime, we are called upon to separate ourselves from the 
darkness of sin. Read I John 1:5-7. Our walk ought to be guided by His light. We must resist the 
temptation to keep Jesus in a manger and remember that He grew up to teach us truth that should 
be the guide for our daily living. 

Closely associated with the imagery of light dispelling darkness is the fact that light has always 
been associated with the guidance that God gives. Light is essential to seeing where we are 
going. We don’t think of this very often in our society where we have programmed light into our 
existence. We have designed our world so that we have light most if not all the time. A constantly 
lit environment is a phenomenon of our society that was not so in Jesus’ day.  When Jesus spoke 
the words “I am the light of the world,” declaring Himself to be the light who would 
continually guide us, He was standing in a court of the temple area. A central feature of that court 
was huge candelabras that were lit to depict the light of God that had led the Israelites in the 



wilderness. Jesus declared that He is the light that He would lead people of His day and will lead 
us today, if we allow Him to. Jesus spoke these words during the celebration of Festival of 
Tabernacles which was an annual time to remember how God had delivered them in the 
wilderness. They would look back to the wilderness experience and ask God to once again come 
and by His light, His Shekinah glory, deliver and lead them once again. And Jesus declared that 
He is the one who had come to do both.  

This Christmas we should all re-commit ourselves to knowing and then walking in that light. We 
need to be in Scripture, so we see His light. We need to have the words of Scripture in our hearts, 
so His light will keep us from falling into sin. Jesus said in John 8:12 that whoever followed Him 
would not walk in darkness. Read Psalm 119:105.  
  
The promise of God was that the one who would be born as a Redeemer would be a great light. 
That prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. Advent reminds us to 
constantly be aware of that light.  

We need to remember that that baby in the manger was the eternal God who can accomplish 
whatsoever He wills for us. He came to drive out the darkness of sin and brighten our lives with 
His presence. We need the spiritual guidance that comes when we walk in His light.  

As we light up our houses this Christmas with all sorts of lights let us remember we need to light 
up our spiritual lives with constant reminders of Him whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.  

Why did the prophets speak of the promised Messiah as a light? Because that picture tells us so 
much about who He would be and what He would come to do. This Advent season let’s 
remember all that is ours because God became a man and dwelt among us to both reveal God to 
us and to pay the price of our sin so we might forever be with Him. 


