
Mark 8:22-30 

To understand this passage, we need to put it in the context of Mark’s Gospel. 

Mark 8 records how Jesus fed 4000 Gentiles. Mark wrote in Mark 8:10 that, having sent the 
crowd away, “He got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.” 
The Pharisees met Him there and asked for a sign from heaven. Verse 12 tells us that Jesus 
sighed and refused to perform a miracle for them. Mark wrote that Jesus and His disciples left by 
boat to another side of the Sea.  

They set off in the boat. Read Mark 8:15. Yeast is a modern translation. It was actually leaven. 
Jesus had in view the lies of both the Pharisees and Herodians. Jesus pointed out that small lies 
and small theological errors can build into something much more significant just as a little yeast 
in a dough can yield a whole lot of bread. While Jesus was talking about that, the minds of His 
disciples were elsewhere. The disciples had set off with an inadequate supply of bread to care for 
them when they got to the other side and that worried them. Mark wrote that Jesus knew what 
they were thinking. Read what Jesus asked in Mark 8:17-18. It was at that time that Jesus 
reminded them that He had fed both 5000 and 4000 with a few loaves of bread. He was 
reminding them of His power and saying that if He could feed 4,000 then probably 12 would not 
be a major challenge. He concluded that discussion by asking and important question as recorded 
in verse 21, “Do you still not understand?” 

Jump ahead to Mark 8:27-30 and you have the confession of Peter that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah. Read what Mark wrote following that confession in Mark 8:31.  

The miracle of healing the blind man is sandwiched in between those two events, events that 
mark a shift in Mark’s Gospel to his second major point. Until this point in Mark’s Gospel we 
have Mark presenting one miracle after another designed to show that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah. From this point on there will be almost no miracles recorded. Until now, what little 
teaching Mark recorded, spoke of the kingdom of God that Jesus had come to usher in. From this 
point on Mark’s emphasis will be on Jesus speaking about the Son of Man as that concept related 
to His suffering and death. Most of Jesus’s teaching from this point on would be done privately 
with His disciples as opposed to the crowds He taught in the first half of his Gospel. For the most 
part, the ministry of Jesus will shift from Galilee to Judea in the south. 

Right in the middle of that shift, Mark recorded how Jesus healed a blind man in two steps. Read 
Mark 8:22. A blind man was brought to Jesus by a group of his friends. Can you think of 
anything more important for one to do than bring a friend to Jesus? 

Blindness in ancient times was a major health problem. Between diseases and accidents many 
suffered from it. Blindness caused many problems. One who was blind could not, of course, 
work so a blind person was forced into begging for a living. In John 9 we read that as Jesus and 
His disciples were walking along one day they happened upon a man born blind. Read John 9:2. 



Not only was a blind person forced into a life of begging but often that individual carried a 
stigma of having sinned and therefore ostracized from society.  

This man, fortunately, had friends who cared for him and brought him to Jesus, asking Jesus to 
touch him. Jesus touched various individuals and they were healed. People perceived they could 
be healed simply by touching Jesus. On one occasion a woman simply touched the hem of His 
robe and was healed. 

Read Mark 8:23. When Jesus healed the deaf and speech impaired man just before this, He took 
him aside also. Probably Jesus was seeking to avoid the commotion of the crowds and probably 
in both cases simply being led by Jesus had to have been an element of calmness and boost to 
faith. Those whom Jesus took by the hand didn’t understand all we do but just having Jesus reach 
out and take a hand communicated a lot. 

Read Mark 8:22. In ancient times it was believed that spittle had medicinal value. Jesus knew it 
didn’t, but it was necessary for the blind man to understand what Jesus was doing for him. Jesus 
was a master communicator, making sure He always got His point across.  

Everything was going as per usual up to this point. A man in need is brought to Jesus, Jesus 
lovingly takes him aside and puts His hand on him to heal him. Then the truly unexpected 
happened. Jesus asked the man if he could see. Jesus had not previously asked of anyone He 
healed. In essence He asked, “Did that work?” The man replied, “I see people; they look like 
trees walking around.” This tells us two things. First, it tells us that he was not born blind for 
he knew what people were supposed to look like and he knew what trees looked like. Second, he 
told Jesus that while he could see a lot better than before, things were still blurry. Read Mark 
8:25. We now have a happy formerly blind man, but something is very confusing to us, 

We know that Jesus had the power to heal him immediately. He could have merely spoken, and 
his eyesight would have been completely healed. If Jesus had not asked that question we would 
wonder what went wrong. What mistake did Jesus make the first time that resulted in only partial 
healing? The very fact that He asked it implies that something more is going on. 

It is interesting that the moment Jesus acted in a way that was not what we expected, we think He 
made a mistake. Other times He always healed completely so He must have goofed this time. It 
is too easy for us to assume how God is going to act and when He chooses to act differently we 
think He has made a mistake. We do that in lots of areas, usually when we assume that what we 
want is what He wants for us and the way we think it should all work out is in fact the way He 
will work it out. God loves to think outside the box and when He does I can assure you that He 
has not made a mistake but has something different and better in mind.  

Why did Jesus choose to heal in two steps when He could have done it in one? Mark does not tell 
us specifically.  In Scripture, physical blindness is a picture of the spiritual blindness that plagues 
all mankind and only Jesus can give spiritual sight. In the New Testament blindness depicts those 



who do not see spiritual truth. The idea of the darkness that one who is blind lives in is a picture 
of sin and the condition of the sinner. The activity of Satan is consistently portrayed as blinding 
the eyes of man, so he cannot see spiritual truth.  

To understand at least one reason why Jesus took two steps to heal this man we need to put it in 
the context of Mark’s account of where the disciples were at this point. The disciples were 
growing in their understanding of who Jesus and what He was doing but there was still so much 
that was beyond them. Mark 7:18 why they were still so dull. When they were worried about not 
having enough food Jesus said, “Weren’t you paying attention to what I have been doing?” Read 
in Mark 8:18 what Jesus said to them about seeing. 

Their problem was that just when it looked like the disciples got it, they mess up. Jesus did not 
choose to half heal a crippled man but a blind man. It seems Jesus was telling His disciples, and 
through them us, that He understands that spiritual blindness takes time to overcome.  

Jesus did not make a mistake when He only partially healed a blind man because Jesus was not 
only interested in healing the man, He was interested in teaching all of us an important lesson. 
Spiritual growth and understanding take time and work.  

Mark ended this account by writing, “Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t even go into the 
village.” As far as we know he obeyed for we have no record of him going and telling everyone.  

Jesus is more than willing, in fact He is anxious, to cure us of spiritual blindness but we need to 
remember that He will not just automatically do it. Instead He will work in us as He knows best 
to bring about that change. 


