
Mark 8:1-10 

Mark 8:1-10 records Jesus feeding 4000. Earlier in his Gospel (6:30-44) Mark related how Jesus 
had fed 5000. While there are similarities they are two separate incidents even though some 
critics of Scripture debate that. 

There are definitely some similarities between the two feedings but there are far more 
differences. The location is different. The first feeding took place in Israel and this one is Gentile 
land, a significance we will return to. As is obvious, the first had 5000 plus women and children 
while Mark’s second account had only 4000. In the first feeding the people had been with Jesus 
all day, in the second they had been listening to Him for 3 days. In the first they were asked to sit 
in groups on the grass, in the second there was no grass because of their location, so they were 
directed to sit on the ground. Before feeding the 5000 Jesus prayed a single Jewish prayer of 
thanks. In Mark 8 we read that Jesus prayed before handing out the bread and again before 
handing out the fish and Mark used a different word that would typically have been used by 
Gentiles giving thanks.  In feeding the 5000 Jesus made use of 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. Not 
only did Mark say He used “a few fish” when He fed the 4000, but he used a different word for 
“fish,” the word for a sardine, which was the fish that Gentiles caught and sold. Jesus also began 
to feed 4000 with 7 loaves, not 5. When the 5000 were finished eating they had 12 baskets of 
leftovers and after feeding the 4000 there were only 7 baskets of leftovers, but they were not the 
small baskets of the first feeding. Here Mark used a different word that described very large 
baskets. In fact, the word used for them was the word that described baskets large enough to hold 
a man and was the type of basket used in Acts 9:5 to lower Paul down over the wall in 
Damascus. 

That is hardly a second report of the same incident and to further show that they were not the 
same, read what Jesus said, according Mark 8:19-20.   

With that background in mind let’s look at the fine print or details that have significant meaning. 
Read Mark 8:1-2. What is significant here is that Jesus Himself said He had compassion on the 
crowd. We know from many things Jesus did that He had compassion on many, but this is the 
only time He is quoted as saying so Himself. The Old Testament declared numerous times that 
God is compassionate. Read Exodus 34:6 and Psalm 103:8.   

The word compassion comes from a Greek word that literally meant intestines. Today we say. “I 
have a gut feeling” or “the pit of my stomach.” The term implied a deep feeling that one could 
literally feel in the pit of one’s stomach. Jesus had compassion on an individual or group. What is 
interesting is that every time the word was used to describe Jesus, it was accompanied by some 
form of action, like healing or feeding etc. One cannot legitimately say he has compassion for 
someone and not seek to help. The emotion of caring must be accompanied by entering into the 
world of the one hurting and seeking to somehow alleviate that hurt.  



One of the key parables that Jesus told, that we are all familiar with, was the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. At the heart of that parable is that while everyone passing by had pity on the man, 
only the Samaritan had compassion and acted on his feelings.  

Here is an exciting truth to remember as Christians. Read Hebrews 4:15. The word translated 
“empathize” is the word from which our English word “sympathy” and could be translated 
compassion. Jesus knows how hard it is for us to live righteously in a sin-controlled world, but, 
because of His compassion, wants to help us do just that. 

Read Mark 8: 3. Jesus saw their need even as He sees ours. 

Read Mark 8:4. It is hard to know what was really in their minds. They may have simply been 
saying, “There is nothing we can do so it is up to you, Jesus, to do something.” It is also possible 
that, because Jesus had noted several times that His miracles were drawing crowds who came 
only to see Him perform, they just wanted to avoid another show by feeding them.  

Some have wondered, perhaps with some legitimacy, if the fact that the 4000 was primarily 
Gentile made any difference. In the previous chapter Jesus had consented to giving the Gentiles 
what could have been perceived by the disciples as crumbs that fall from the Jewish tables but 
feeding them was something totally different. Jews would not even eat with a Gentile so why 
would Jesus feed them? The traditional Jewish thinking was that God would destroy the 
Gentiles, not feed them. 

The disciples may also have been struggling to understand the miracles of Jesus. In the previous 
chapter of Mark, Jesus asked them why they were still so dull (7:18) and this miracle will be 
followed immediately by another situation in which Jesus will have to say to them, “Weren’t you 
paying attention to what I have been doing?” One of the hardest things to grasp is the concept of 
repeat miracles. That God can is not in question, that He will is always uncertain. We know what 
He has done for others, but can I expect Him to do it for me? 

Mark went on to write according to verse 5, “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.” 
The disciples did a search and reported they had 7 loaves of bread. The starting point for Jesus to 
work was to determine what He had already provided. Start with what you have. We all know 
that 7 loaves were hardly enough to feed 4000 but that was where Jesus wanted to start. Did He 
really need even one loaf? Tonight, look at the stars and remember that He just spoke and they 
came into being. His principle, however, is always to have us use what He has already given. 
“What do you have?” Ok, I can work with that if you give it to me.” Give what you have to God. 
He will fill in the gap. 

Mark 8:6 is hard to translate in a word or two. Read that verse. What the Greek actually says is 
that Jesus broke some of the bread off and gave it to the disciples. When they had given that out 
He broke off some more and they gave it out and then came back for more. Jesus did not pray, 
and a pile of bread suddenly appeared but, as they needed more it was provided. It is not easy to 



trust God to provide for needs and it is, perhaps, even harder to move forward when we can’t see 
the supply in advance.  

Notice something else, Mark wrote that Jesus “gave them to his disciples to distribute to the 
people.” Did Jesus need the disciples to distribute the food? Of course not. He could have 
spoken and everyone there would have had a plate filled with food. He could have but He didn’t. 
He used the disciples who were asked to do what they could do. He didn’t ask them to turn a few 
loaves of bread into many because they couldn’t. But He expected them to distribute it. 

God could reach our community or friends with His love and the message of salvation by 
ordering angels to represent Him, but He won’t. He asked us to that because He has provided us 
with the ability to do so. 

Verse 8 reads, “The people ate and were satisfied.” When we read that our response is, “No big 
surprise, God always provides sufficiently to satisfy.” But there is something far deeper here for 
us to note. These were Gentiles. It would have been no big surprise for Jesus to feed the Jews 
people of His day, He was their Messiah but to feed Gentiles, that had another whole message 
attached to it. Jesus wasn’t just the Messiah for the Jews but the promised one for all mankind so 
that whosoever believes might have life. What He offered to the Jewish people He also offers to 
Gentiles, that is to us. He’s our Messiah. Read Romans1:16.   

Mark’s Gospel is, as we have noted, fast paced. He moves quickly from one incident to another 
telling us what Jesus did with very little by way of a report on what Jesus said. So why repeat a 
miracle that in many ways was the same as one he had reported on earlier? The answer is simple. 
Mark was written initially to the church in Rome, a church which was, like ours here today, 
primarily Gentile. He wanted them to know that Jesus came to provide for them both spiritually 
and physically. This miracle is for us to learn from. It is our miracle to remind us of God’s 
compassion for us and of His desire to be our Bread of Life. We are reminded that He is more 
than willing and able to provide for us and work through us, but we must be willing to use what 
He has already given and do our part. 


