
Hope Because of Fulfilled Prophecy 

In reading the Christmas story we inevitably come across a whole variety of prophetic passages. 
For example, the Wise Men who traveled from the east to see this one they understood had been 
born King of the Jews is a fascinating story. Matthew tells us that Herod knew there were biblical 
prophecies related to this birth, so he invited the chief priest and authorities on the law to give 
him that information. They quote from Micah 5:2 written some 700 years earlier. That is one of 
many prophecies surrounding the birth and life of Jesus and His return.  Why were given so 
much prophecy and what it might tell us today? 

The primary purpose of prophecy was not to prove that our faith is legitimate although one 
cannot study the prophecies about Jesus, see their fulfillment and not have reason to believe. 
Some estimate there are about 300 prophecies concerning the life of Jesus. At least 60 are 
specific and major prophecies. Only in Jesus can we see all of them fulfilled. (See prophecies at 
end.) Josh McDowell in his book Evidence for Faith tells us that statistically the odds of just 8 of 
those prophecies being fulfilled in one person is 1 times 10 to the 17th power. Our faith should be 
strengthened as we recognize the witness of fulfilled prophecy but that isn't the primary reason 
God gave them to us. 

First: God gave so many prophecies about Jesus so we could not miss exactly who He is. The 
prophecies force us to the conclusion that not only is Jesus the promised one, but that only Jesus 
fulfilled those conditions. It is difficult to convince many individuals today of the uniqueness of 
Christianity and the claims of Jesus. See John 14:6. God wants us to know it makes a difference 
what we believe. One of the messages of Christmas is that of all the great people who have ever 
been born only Jesus of Nazareth fulfills the prophecy God gave so that we could definitely 
identify Him as the Messiah.  

Second: God gave us a tremendous amount of prophecy so that we could not miss why He had 
come. Prophecy confirms His mission. Jesus began His ministry by going into the synagogue. 
Read Luke 4:16-21. Three years after Jesus read those promises He hung on a Cross and gave 
His life so as John 3:16 says, “whoever believes in Him might have everlasting life.” Only the 
death of Jesus according to promise and prophecy was a substitute for our dying. 

Many of the prophecies we read at Christmas help us better understand who He was and why He 
came.  

There is a reason for the season and it is far more than the general public and our malls make of 
it. Jesus came to be the Savior of the world, to set free those who were captive to sin, to give 
strength to the weary, hope to the hopeless etc. Prophecy allows us to understand this and to 
appreciate all that is ours because of the manger. 
  
Third: Fulfilled prophecy assures us that God had a plan and that every detail of that plan that 
had been in place from the foundation of the earth was fulfilled exactly as He said it would be. 



And if every detail of His first coming was fulfilled literally and completely we can know that 
every prophecy related to His return will likewise be fulfilled. That truth should grip our lives, 
not as an escape clause from reality, but as reality itself. History is going somewhere and while 
not every detail of that "somewhere" is spelled out in prophecy, sufficient is given that we can be 
assured of its ultimate fulfillment and our ultimate victory. 

Christmas is not simply about the past, it is also about the future. Christmas does not merely say, 
“Wow! That was special!” but it reminds us that we must also say, “And it’s not over yet.” If 
Jesus is to be worshipped for what He did at His first coming, how much more should He be 
worshipped because of the truth that He will come again in all His glory and when He does He 
will judge Satan, the demonic world and sinful man. Looking back to the manger through the 
eyes of prophecy compels us to look ahead and to know that it is only in following Him and 
making Him Lord of our lives that Christmas makes sense or has meaning until He returns again. 

Why do we have prophecy? To encourage our faith and remind us that Scripture is God 
breathed and can be trusted. It reminds us that there is only one who fulfilled the prophecies and 
He and He alone is the Savior of the world. Prophecy helps us understand a little more what the 
incarnation was all about and why He had to come the way He did. And it helps us look ahead to 
the return of Jesus and to know that as certainly as God’s plan was worked out in every detail 
regarding the first coming it will be completely and literally fulfilled in regard to His return. That 
gives hope and an incentive to faithfulness. 



Selected prophecies on the birth of Jesus. 

Place of birth: Micah 5:2 

Time of birth: Daniel 9:25, 26 

Family line:  
 Seed of a woman: Genesis 3:15 
 Seed of Abraham: Genesis 22:18 & Genesis 26:4 
 Son of Isaac: Genesis 21:12 
 Son of Jacob: Numbers 24:17 
 Tribe of Judah: Genesis 49:10 
 Family of Jesse: Isaiah 11:1 

House of David: II Samuel 7:12, 13; Jeremiah 23:5 &  
 33:15; Zechariah 3:8 

 Born of a virgin: Isaiah 7:14 

Presents would be brought: Psalm 72:10, Isaiah 60:6 

Flight to Egypt: Hosea 11:1 

Slaughter of children: Jeremiah 31:15 

Return to Nazareth, not Bethlehem: Isaiah 11:1, Judges 13:5 

He would be called: Isaiah 9:6 

Passages on Messianic Offices. 

A prophet like Moses: Deuteronomy 18:15-19; 34:10 

A priest like Melchizedek: Psalm 110:4 

A king like David: Psalm 110:1. 89:3, 4, 29, 34-37; Isaiah 9:7; 16:5; Jeremiah 30:9 etc. 


