
Christmas is all about LOVE 

The second Advent candle often represents God’s love for us.  Psychologists tell us that one of 
the most basic needs of every human is love. We all need love and the focus of Christmas is love, 
the love of God for us, the love we are to give back to Him and the love we are to have for one 
another.  

That the world not only needs but seeks love is evident. We find love in our relationships with 
family and friends. We pity the man or woman who has no one loves them and no one to love in 
return. Unfortunately, too many have not discovered that the truest and deepest love relationship 
possible to man is found in a personal relationship with God who is love and loves us beyond 
anything we can imagine. That love relationship was made possible because of the message of 
Christmas combined with the provision of Good Friday and Easter. 

The Christmas story overflows with love from beginning to end.  There is no Scripture more 
familiar than John 3:16 which declares “For God so loved the world.” John wrote about that 
love in I John 4:9 which reads in the Message translation, “This is how God showed his love 
for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live through him.” That love is 
worthy of a fresh look this Advent season because we cannot begin to understand the meaning of 
Christmas outside of the context of God’s love for us. It is God’s incredible love, which if 
experienced this Christmas in a new and meaningful way, will transform this holiday season that 
the world celebrates with gift buying, parties and catchy songs into a holiday enriched by a 
deeper understanding of the love that not only made the first Christmas possible but a love that is 
no less significant today.  

Read Philippians 5-11. That passage tells us so much about what God’s love was willing to do 
for us and in seeing that we hopefully will get a deeper appreciation of just how much we are 
loved. 

Note first that Jesus loved us enough to leave heaven and be born as a man. Think about that for 
a moment. Contemplate for a moment what Jesus “gave up” when He left glory to be born in a 
manger. Here was the eternal God, used to all the splendor of heaven, the one whom the angels 
served continually, the one who created all things and held all things together. And He loved us 
enough to leave it all behind for a time and be born as a helpless baby in a manger, dependent 
upon His mother Mary to feed him and bathe him and change His diaper. How much did He love 
us? Paul wrote that although Jesus was God in every way He loved us enough to set aside all the 
rights, power and privileges of deity and be born as a man with virtually no rights, no power and 
no privileges. That, by itself, is love beyond what any of us can comprehend but Paul went on to 
write that Jesus loved us enough to allow Himself to be crucified by the very ones He had 
created. Those who were powerless, were allowed to take Him and beat Him, spit upon Him, and 
nail Him to a Cross to die. That’s how much He loved us. There is no way one can ever hope to 
understand the Christmas message without wrapping it all in love. 



Why did God love us at all? It certainly is not because we deserve it. In fact, instead of love we 
deserve, because of our sin, His wrath. Paul tells us we were worthless from a spiritual 
perspective, sinners condemned by our own sin to death and deserving of nothing but 
condemnation. Read Romans 5:8. Some people think they are good enough to be loved by 
everyone including God but that is not the case. Read Romans 3:10, and Isaiah 64:6.   

Why did He love us? He loved us because, as John writes twice in I John chapter 4, “God is 
love.” The very essence of God is love. You cannot talk of God and not talk of love. Love is who 
He is. Love is what He is like. Love describes Him, it is His essential nature. Because He is love 
He created us in His image, so He could have a loving relationship with us. His love desires that 
we all have fellowship with Him and enjoy what His love seeks to provide for us. His love, 
however, was deeply hurt when we sinned against Him. Still He loves us and desired that there 
be a way to restore the estrangement our sin caused. Christmas is all about His love for sinful 
man, a love so strong He was willing to come and take our sins upon Himself. 

God loved us so much that He could not bear the thought of our being estranged from Him, but 
we had sinned and not only is God’s essence love, He is also just. While His love called out for 
fellowship and the opportunity to bless us, His justice equally called out for our punishment for 
sins committed, for rebellion against Him and His love. Christmas was the first step in God’s 
answer to the tension between His love and His justice. Christmas was the coming to earth of 
God Himself so that in time He could take upon Himself our sin and pay the price Himself for 
our rebellion. That opened the avenue by which His love could flow to us. Read in John 3:16 
how Jesus described the result of this provision.  Of course, His love and the provision of Jesus 
must be personally accepted or else it cannot be given. God will not force His love on anyone. 
But for those who personally trust in Jesus and ask that His love and the provision made possible 
on a Cross be theirs, Read I John 3:1 “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” God does not just love 
us, He lavishes His love on us. Jesus said He came to bring us life abundant, life that has both 
meaning, joy and purpose. Christmas reminds us of that. 

What does all of this have to do with us this Christmas? First remember He loves us no less 
today than He did when He chose to leave heaven and be born in a manger or die on a Cross. We 
must not forget what the writer of Hebrews says in 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” That means that this Christmas He loves us just as much as He did 
when He left heaven to be born in a manger. That means He will still do whatever it takes to 
enable us to have and enjoy His fellowship. That means He still desires to lavish on us all His 
love provides. God loves us no less today than He did 2000 years ago. God always, loves us just 
as much as He did that first Christmas and that love will not, because it cannot, withhold any 
good thing from us. 

We not only must remember this Christmas how much we are loved, we need to remember how 
much that love deserves in return. We can never earn that love and will never do all that love 



deserves but we must do all we can to respond to that love. Read II Corinthians 5:14, 15 and 
Jude verse 29. 

What does it mean to keep ourselves in God’s love? We do so by being obedient to Him. Read 
John 14:15. A part of the commandments we are to keep is the commandment to love one 
another. I John 4:10 told us because of God’s love for us He sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice. 
Then in verse 11 John wrote, “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.” God is love, and we are to represent that love to those around us. Obviously, that 
includes the family of God, but it also includes the lost who don’t know what His love offers 
them. We are to be lights in this world and as such are to shine forth His love. Realistically, 
however, while some people are easy to love in Christ, some are difficult to love, even in Jesus. 
How do we handle it when our mind tells us to love someone and our heart says no? We 
remember the condition we were in when God poured out His love to us. How unlovely we were 
and how right He was to say we had not only done nothing to deserve His love, we had done 
everything to give Him cause to not love. But He still loved us and in the same way we must 
allow Him to love others through us, to create within us His love for all the brethren and indeed 
the whole world. 

Christmas is a reminder of just how much we are loved by God and what that love provided via a 
manger and a Cross 2000 years ago. Christmas is also a reminder that we are still loved the same 
way and He desires to lavish that love upon us. Christmas reminds us that we are to respond to 
His love first by keeping His commandments and then by loving one another.  

Christmas is all about love. God says you have my incredible love, now love me in return, love 
my brethren in return and love the world that I died for. Tell them Christmas is all about my love 
for the whole world. 


