
 Thanksgiving 2017 

As we approach Thanksgiving Day several questions come to mind 1. Why should we be 
thankful to God? 
2. Why does God ask us to give thanks?  
3. Why are we not more thankful? 
4. How can we develop a deeper life of thanksgiving? 

1. Why should we be thankful to God? Read James 1:17 and Matthew 6:25-34. Collectively 
those verses tell us that God has committed himself to supplying all our needs and all of us can 
to testify to the truth that He has richly blessed us. Because He has supplied our physical needs 
and our spiritual needs we are obligated to thank Him. 

That specific command to "give thanks" is found 20 plus times in the Bible. There are many 
other times when we are told to be in thanksgiving, to offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, to do 
everything with thanksgiving, etc. Many related words come from the same Hebrew or Greek 
root as thanks and are translated as “bless” “praise”, “give glory”, “exalt” and even “rejoice”. 

2. Why does God ask us to give thanks? Thanksgiving is an act of praise in which we 
recognize the source of all blessing and the reality that in Him all things do work together for 
good. So natural should thanksgiving be that Jesus declared that if the people did not give thanks 
then the stones themselves would cry out.  

True thankfulness is worship as we acknowledge the graciousness and goodness of God. One 
who belongs to God because of faith in Jesus not only knows the one from whom every good and 
perfect gift has come but is also able to come into His presence to say thanks. “Thanks” is 
worship because it recognizes the one from whom such gifts have come, and it recognizes our 
dependence upon Him for all such gifts. Worship should always include thanks. Psalm 100 says 
we should “Enter his gates with thanksgiving.”  

3. Why are we not more thankful? The reason that God tells us so often to give thanks is that 
in our sinful state this is one of the least likely acts of worship to be performed. We have an 
awareness to give thanks at certain times. We are very polite as a society and send appropriate 
thank-you notes. On occasions when we sense that only God could have done something we 
thank Him, like the rescue of a lost child or the saving of a dying person. Yet for the most part 
mankind knows little of giving true thanks to God and we know almost nothing of giving thanks 
for difficult times, losses, heartaches, for our enemies, all of which are specifically spelled out in 
Scripture as items for thanksgiving. 

In our sinful nature we are unable to see things as they really are. Read Romans 1:21-22. Sin 
makes it difficult for men to see God for who He is or to give to Him the praise and thanksgiving 



that He deserves. Fortunately, God had a plan to reverse all of that and that plan was a Savior. 
Salvation includes freedom from the penalty of sin so we can spend eternity in heaven, and a 
process of transformation into the likeness of Jesus. That transformation, in time, allows us to be 
thankful in ways we otherwise would not even consider being.   

The number one barrier to thankfulness among us is our self-sufficient philosophy that allows us 
to assume that what we have we have because we worked hard for it, because we were smarter 
than others, because we deserve it, etc. Too often we hear, "No one ever gave me anything. I 
worked hard for everything I have"?  But God did not say through James that you earned some 
good gifts and I gave you the rest but rather God says in James 1:17 that every good and perfect 
gift is from above. That means that the next time you get a paycheck or a Social Security check 
you do not say, “This is the fruit of my labor” but “Thank you Lord that I was able to earn or 
receive this."  

Another reason for not thanking God for every gift we have is that too many have critical or 
complaining spirits whereby nothing is ever quite right or sufficient so instead of being thankful 
we gripe. Too many Americans are so busy complaining they don't have the time or spirit to truly 
give thanks. Those folks seldom see reason for thanksgiving. They are too busy griping about 
what they don't have or the problems with what they actually have that they don't have time to 
give thanks. Most of us find it easier to complain than give thanks and certainly a lot easier to 
ask God for more, than to thank Him for what we have.  

We don't thank God often enough for His blessings because we have grown so accustomed to 
them that we take them for granted. Many of the things we take for granted are in truth the most 
important part of our lives and that for which we should be most thankful. Walk about your 
house this week and make a note of the many things that have become such a part of your life 
that you take them for granted. The TV, the internet, the car, the microwave etc. God has given us 
so much that we often fail to give thank Him for. 

We sometimes talk about many in the younger generation who seem to live with an attitude of 
entitlement. Society owes it to me! But the truth is that when we take for granted the multiple 
blessings God has given us, we are acting as if we are somehow entitled to them. When we 
realize we are not entitled to it we thank God for allowing us to have them. 

4. How can we develop a deeper life of thanksgiving? We can develop a deeper life of thanks 
by remembering that everything comes from God. We tend to only give thanks for the big things 
that most of us feel a need to thank God for, the big things that we just know were outside our 
ability to get on our own, the miracle of good surgery, of a narrowly escaped tragedy, of an 
unexpected blessing. But we forget to thank Him for the many other blessings we receive every 
day. God tells us we are to give thanks in a way that recognizes His presence and provision not 
only in the big things of life but also in all of the small things of life. The list is endless. God’s 
Word tells us that, “in everything for everything and continually to give thanks.”  



4. How can we develop a deeper life of thanksgiving? It is a lot easier to complain than give 
thanks and certainly a lot easier to ask God for more than to thank Him for what I have. Think 
about your average prayer time. How many things do you thank God for, compared to the 
number of requests you have for Him. Lots of folks keep a prayer reminder list in their Bible or 
on the fridge to remind them of individuals or specific needs to pray about. How about starting a 
list of things to specifically praise God for? Begin with things you want to praise Him for every 
day such as family and then add 5 additional items for every Sunday and 5 different ones for 
Monday etc. You'll be amazed at how soon you will discover that thanks is so much more a 
blessing than merely asking God for more things. He wants your requests, but He also wants 
your praise. 

A part of meal time grace should be grace so why not add to that the practice of adding at least 
one additional praise item at each meal.  Don't let the thanksgiving just repeat the same thing 
like, “Thanks for my family” but be specific about what you are truly thankful for. You expect 
your children or grandchildren to say thank-you for gifts they receive so why should we receive 
gifts from God and not say thanks?  

In the process of giving thanks we see God for who He is, His love for what it is, His strength for 
what it can do, His goodness for all it provides. When we acknowledge this, it is an act of 
glorifying Him who declared I will never leave you or forsake you no matter what you go 
through or how you feel. 

God has the right to demand such worship but for now He only asks us for it. He asks us to be 
thankful for every good and perfect provision and to be thankful in every circumstance since He 
is with us in it and in the end He will cause it to work for our good if we allow him to. Thankful, 
not once a year but continually, for who He is, for all He has done and for all He will do for each 
of us. 


