
Demons and Pigs Mark 5:1-20 

Mark 4:35-41 records Jesus quieting the storm on the Sea of Galilee and thereby demonstrating 
His power over the natural world. Mark 5:1-20 records the visit of Jesus to Gadarenes and the 
casting out of demons, thereby demonstrating His power over the supernatural or spiritual world. 
Jesus traveled to a Gentile land to help a man who knew nothing of Him and never expressed any 
faith in Him.  

Demons are fallen angels just like Satan. Satan, who was the chief angel created by God chose, 
according to Jude 6, to rebel against God and, according to Revelation 12:4, he persuaded a third 
of the other angels to follow him. Revelation 9:1-11 tells us that a goodly number of those 
rebellious angels are currently in confinement but will be released temporarily in the last days. 
Many more of the rebellious angels or demons are allowed to continue to exist in the realm of 
earth until their final judgment spoken of in Revelation 20:7-10. While demons are spirits they 
prefer to inhabit something as a body.  

Are demons active in America today? There is much more demonic activity going on than we 
recognize. If we truly understood demonic activity, we might recognize that many in our mental 
institutions are actually demonically controlled, although that is certainly not the only reason for 
mental illness. Many of our drug and alcohol addicts are likewise under the control of demons. It 
is difficult to know what role demons play in many of the horrific crimes we read about in our 
society, but I suspect it is significant. Our society does not want to acknowledge the reality of a 
spirit world or admit to the possibility of an evil spiritual world, so it defines demonic activities 
as a problem with one’s genes or in severe forms as mental illness. 

Mark 5:2 tells us that, when Jesus arrived in this stronghold of Satan, a man possessed by 
demons came to Him. We are not told why he came. It seems likely God directed the demons in 
those men to go to Jesus. Demons are not independent beings and must obey God.  

Mark 5:3-4 tells us that the demons were violent, so no one wanted to go near them. Satan is the 
author of violence and terror. The local people tried many times to bind this man with chains, but 
the demons were so strong he always broke the chains. A truth is that Satan and his demons are 
too strong for us to handle by ourselves. Too often people say about a habit “I can control it and 
stop any time I want.” They cannot. When we allow Satan to get a hold of some area of our life 
and control it, the only way to freedom is through God who alone can order him to leave. The 
only hope one has of breaking any addiction is a personal faith in Jesus as Savior because only 
with that faith does one have the Holy Spirit and only with the Holy Spirit can one hope to 
overcome the power of Satan in their life.   

Satan wants us to minimize how we view his power and the evil he brings to our world. None of 
us is strong enough to break the chains of sin and the control it has on us. BUT, the good news is 
that we don’t have to break Satan's power, God will do it for us. Read I John 4:4. We can’t, HE 
can! 



Mark 5:6ff tells us the demons thought Jesus was going to judge them even though they were 
sure this was not the time appointed for judgment. In Mark 5:7 we read that they asked Jesus 
what He wanted with them. Read Matthew 8:29. Revelation tells us that at the very end of time 
God will cast Satan and his followers into the lake of fire for everlasting torment. Obviously that 
time had not come when Jesus confronted them, so they were asking why they were ordered by 
God to go to Him. Satan and his demons know that they have lost the war and that judgment 
awaits them. Scripture teaches that as the time of judgment gets closer they will become more 
active in an attempt to frustrate God. I think we see that today. 

Mark 5:6 tells us the demons recognized Jesus immediately and knew He had authority over 
them. The demons addressed Jesus as “the Son of the Most High God.” That phrase or title is 
used consistently throughout Scripture to picture the absolute authority and power of God over 
every aspect of creation. In using it to address Jesus, Satan was acknowledging that Jesus 
possessed the same authority and power so was, in essence, identical with the Father.  

Mark 5:8-9 shows clearly that the demonic world knows it must obey Jesus and if ordered out of 
the man they must leave. Because they wanted to inhabit something they asked, according to 
verse 11, to be allowed to go into pigs if driven out. Pigs were an unclean animal to the Jews so 
being sent to them may have been a picture of the demonic world which is unclean, although 
pigs were not evil since they were created by God and nothing God created was evil. The demons 
undoubtedly chose the pigs simply because they were there. 

Verse 13 says Jesus gave them permission. Matthew 8:32 says Jesus told them to “go” and the 
Greek implies it was a command. They obeyed and entered the heard of pigs who immediately 
rushed into a lake and drowned. The demons did not drown, just the pigs. Drowning is not the 
fate of demons; it is the lake of fire. 

Verse 14 tells us that immediately those tending the pigs rushed to town to report it. They were 
covering themselves. As those hired to care for the pigs they were responsible for them and the 
last thing they wanted was to be accused of doing something to them. Try to picture them all out 
of breath from running to town and trying to explain that event to the owners. 

In verse 15-17 we read that the whole town turned out and asked Jesus to leave. There are two 
interesting things to note here. First, do not miss the attitude of the town folks. Instead of 
rejoicing over the healing of this man, they were concerned about the cost to them. A trait seen 
too often in our society is the hesitancy of people to be willing to pay the price of helping those 
in need. Christians too often slip into that mentality. We talk about reaching the world for Jesus 
or reaching a community for Him but when it comes to resourcing those ventures with our time, 
effort and money, we too often fall short. Like the folks in Gadarenes, we tend to fail to back up 
our talk with commitment. They wanted that man in the cemetery healed of his problem, so he 
would not be a bother to them any longer, but were aghast when it cost them to provide that 
healing. So, according to verse 17, they asked Jesus to leave. Unfortunately, that is a picture of 



our society today. Our society not only wants to ignore Jesus, they want Him to leave because 
they do not like His message about sin. Society does not want Jesus to be here and to declare 
immorality wrong, abortion murder, addiction evil etc. 
. 
Second, note that Mark then tells us that Jesus left, going back across the sea. Jesus will never 
force Himself upon anyone nor will He stay where He is not welcome. That is why He said in 
Revelation 3:20 that He stands at the door and knocks and waits for us to open it. The day is 
coming when men will not have a choice, when all will bow and acknowledge Him but, until 
then, He asks to be let into our lives, and once in to be a part of all we do. That includes not only 
asking Jesus to be our Savior, but we have to invite Him to be a part of our daily lives. To be that 
vital part of our lives we have to ask Him to be. He will not stay where He is not welcome. 

Mark tells us that as Jesus was preparing to leave the man begged Him to allow him to go along. 
Read Mark 5:19. Often Christians say they aren’t sure how to witness to people. Jesus gave this 
simple formula; just tell folk what He has done for you. Share your testimony of how you met 
Jesus and what He means to you day by day.  

This was a unique encounter of Jesus. He went to a gentile land to heal a man who probably had 
never heard of Him but was possessed by demons. It was truly an act of mercy, but God’s love 
reaches out to anyone who will allow Him to be a part of his life. In this encounter we see 
lessons about the demonic world. We see the ugliness of Satan's world and how he treats those 
who fall under his control. We see the strength or power of the Satanic world and so we are 
reminded that the only way to overcome sin in our lives is via the power of God at work through 
us. We also discover there is often a cost associated with bringing the healing God offers to those 
who are hurting. Finally, we learn that the best witness we can have is to those who see the 
change in us and to whom we are able to share the source of that change.  


