
Mark 4:21-32 

After telling a parable about sowing seed that fell on various types of soil, Mark wrote that Jesus gave 
three additional parables each connected to the sowing of that parable. Each parable highlights some 
aspect of seed sowing and the harvest that follows. Read Mark 4:21-25.  

This parable highlights the importance of believers continually sowing seed. It says that lights 
are meant to be placed in locations where they can accomplish their intended purpose. No one 
would light a candle and then put it somewhere that hid its light. The clear implication is that 
those who have received the light of the gospel must never conceal that light but are expected to 
let it shine so others will see it and by it, see truth. This parable notes that the degree to which we 
let our light shine is the degree we will be blessed by God. 

Unfortunately, too many Christians fail to take the faith they profess on Sunday into the market 
place on Monday. We’re not talking about deliberately sinning but rather the tendency to be quiet 
when we should speak up, or as Jesus put it in this parable, hiding the light of our faith so as not 
to draw attention to it. 

For example, at work someone tells a quote “joke” that should not be told. Some Christians hide 
their faith by not speaking up and condemning, choosing instead a half laugh that says you got it. 
Perhaps a more common response is for us to hide our candle under silence, not laughing but not 
speaking up either. 

Or an issue comes up and our friends are discussing how anything like that could happen. We 
find it easier to hide our light under “I can’t imagine why anyone would do that” instead of 
letting our light shine brightly by noting that at least part of the problem, maybe even a major 
part of it, is man’s sin nature. Man’s biggest problem is not psychological or drug induced but a 
sin problem. 

Some hide their faith/light by either going along with the crowd or more likely offering a half-
true explanation. They say, “I’d like to but I have another commitment” instead of, “Sorry but 
that activity is not in keeping with the way I am trying to live as a Christian.” 

There are many ways to hide our light while not blatantly denying it. Jesus, however, tells us that 
hiding our “light” or faith is wrong, and foolish. Silence when something should be said is hiding 
our light. 

Of course, a part of speaking up is the way in which we do it. Sometime, think about this. 
Picking up on the “light” theme consider various lights and how they differ from one another. A 
candle used for a candlelight dinner is significantly different from the high beams of a car 
approaching you at night. Different lights serve different purposes. A spot light is different from 
a flood light. Search lights help everyone look for answers. The picture is clear. Our lights should 
continually shine but in a way that is clear without being either needlessly offensive or blinding. 



Mark’s account of this parable has one slight difference from that of Matthew and Luke. Mark 
placed a definite article before the word “lamp,” making that word both specific and the subject 
of the sentence. An accurate translation would be “Does the lamp (literally Jesus) come to be put 
under a basket or under a bed.” Jesus was not talking about any lamp but about Himself. When 
we hide our faith, we are literally hiding our Savior, the one who declared “I am the light of the 
world.” Read Matthew 10;32-33.  

 “What happens when we let our light shine?” Read Mark 4:26-29. The answer is simple enough 
answer. We let our light shine and God does the rest. The sower has nothing to do with how the 
seed sown brings forth the crop. It amazes me that different seeds can hold the secret to life of 
such different plants. How can one seed produce a stalk of corn while another, an orchid? That is 
a mystery known only to creator God. You and I as individuals or collectively as a church can 
only let our light shine while leaving the results to God. In the world of corporate espionage, 
scientists from one company will analyze the product of another so they can reproduce it. If we 
try to analyze the process by which our lights produce spiritual fruit we are wasting our time. 
Spiritual fruit is the work of God. 

There is a mystery to spiritual growth that we can never explain. That is true not only of the way 
God uses our sowing but also of what happened in our lives when we believed. Try sometime to 
explain the change that took place when you first believed. All we can say, in the end, is that the 
difference is real and I know it is real because He lives within. I don’t know how He did it or 
even what He did, but I am a different now than I was before God worked in my life. 

This parable reminds us that we cannot take credit for what the seed produces. Of course, a 
farmer works hard at sowing and later harvesting but, in the end, all he can do is leave his work 
with God. Any crop is dependent on weather. All the right conditions will produce a significant 
harvest that was ultimately far less about the work of the farmer and far more about nature. 
Spiritual work is far less about our sowing than the mysterious work of God. 

One other thing to point out in this parable. Verse 29 speaks of the harvest that comes. There is 
never a question about the growth of the church. A local church may not survive but the church 
universal will continue to grow until Jesus returns. We are on the winning side. 

Then Jesus told a third parable related to sowing. It is recorded in Mark 4:30-32. 

This parable would have been easily pictured by all listeners. The mustard seed is not the 
smallest seed in the world but it was the smallest known in Israel at the time. Because of its size 
the mustard seed became a great example of that which was small. Jesus used it on another 
occasion to describe the amount of faith needed to see God work on one’s behalf (Matthew 
17:20). Jesus was saying that even though His kingdom was small at that point it would grow 
beyond imagination to become a massive kingdom. 



Let’s get used to it. The majority in any given community will not be a part of the church. As 
Christians we are in the minority. That, however, is not the bigger picture as Jesus saw it. There 
were maybe 100 or 150 believers at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion. If you add together the 12 
immediate disciples, the 70 He sent out in pairs, a few others who believed and a variety of 
women who followed Him you get a very small following. It was not a promising start but Jesus 
said to His followers, “Don’t judge what looks as small as a mustard seed and assume that is it.” 
That ultra-small band of early believers was just the seed being planted. Out of that small seed 
grew a church that literally spread across the Roman empire within 50 years of Jesus’ 
resurrection 

Jesus was expressing a truth for all history. This parable reminds us that while the church began 
small, it has not remained a simple footnote of history. We are part of something so much bigger. 
We are a part of millions and millions of believers around the world who worship the true and 
living God. Study history and discover how much the world has been impacted by the church. 
Consider the role the church has played in starting schools, hospitals, orphanages etc. Discover 
how many social reforms the church has begun. One cannot even imagine what our world would 
be like today were it not for the church. We have not always acted as quickly or as definitively as 
we should but when no one else cared for the hurting, the lonely, the battered, the enslaved, the 
church was there.  

We are no longer a mustard seed. We have grown beyond imagination and impacted the world 
more than any other movement. Satan wants us to believe that because we are seemingly small 
we don’t count. He wants us to hang our heads in shame but Jesus tells us we are the “largest of 
all garden plants.” 

Realistically sowing the seed of the gospel is tough. Few will believe but despite that we are to 
remain visible in our witness leaving the responsibility for the harvest with God while we walk 
about with our heads held high, not because of what we have done, but we are a part of the 
church universal that Jesus has raised up. 


