
Mark 3:7-19 Opposition and Disciples  

Mark 3:6 reads, “The Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they 
might kill Jesus.” Two things stood out in the ministry of Jesus at that point in His life. Jesus 
had grown immensely popular and with that popularity opposition grew primarily from the 
religious establishment of His day, but also from those fiercely loyal to the political 
establishment who were fearful that something might happen to bring the wrath of Rome down 
upon them. A quick review of how Jesus got to that point in His ministry will help us understand 
what follows. 

Mark introduced Jesus to us in the first verse of his Gospel as the Son of God. He then used an 
Old Testament passage to further identify Jesus as the promised Messiah (1:2,3). Next Mark 
wrote that John the Baptist verified Jesus’ Messianic role (1: 4–8) and then went on to tells about 
Jesus’ baptism and temptation (1:9-13). Jesus officially began His ministry by declaring, 
according to Mark 1:15, “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” 
At the same time that Jesus began His ministry, He chose Peter, Andrew, James and John to 
become His first disciples. 

Mark then highlighted aspects of Jesus’ ministry that endeared Him to the people but at the same 
time brought opposition. His ministry began in Capernaum where He taught on the Sabbath and 
then cast out a demon from one of the men who was there. Read Mark 1:27 that records the 
reaction of the people.   

Next Jesus healed the mother-in-law of Peter and headed off to pray. Then, Jesus healed a man of 
the dreaded leprosy, resulting in a significant increase in popularity, especially among those who 
wanted a miracle or wanted to see a miracle. Read Mark 1:45.  

Serious opposition begins in Mark 2. That chapter opens with the healing of a man who was 
lowered to Jesus through the roof of the house where He was teaching. Had Jesus simply healed 
him there might have been no problem but Jesus went further. Read Mark 2:5 for what He did 
and Mark 2: 6-7 for the reaction.  

Read Mark 2:13-17 to see opposition because Jesus associated with sinners. Note His response in 
verse 17. Read Mark 2:18 on opposition to His disciples not fasting and note His response in 
verses 19-22. Opposition grew when His opponents saw the disciples of Jesus picking some 
kernels of corn on the Sabbath and challenged Jesus on that. Read His response in Mark 2:27-28.  
Not intimidated by His opponents, Jesus again went into the synagogue on the Sabbath and 
healed a man with a shriveled hand. Read again Mark 3:6.   

Read Mark 3:7. If it was Jesus’ desire to get away from the crowds, it did not work. Mark 
recorded that the crowds followed Him and Mark recorded where they came from. It was 
literally all over and while it focused on various parts of Israel, it included places that 
represented largely gentile lands. Some of the locations mentioned were from a 100-miles away. 



The crowd pressed in on Jesus to the point that He asked, according to verse 9, for a boat to be 
stationed near the edge of the lake so He would have an easy escape if they pushed too hard. It is 
interesting that Jesus called for a boat knowing He could have walked on the water just as easily. 
The decision to not walk away was to emphasize that He had not come to display His power but 
to share the love of God with them. This is also a reminder that Jesus expects us to do what He 
has empowered us to do. The disciples could get a boat and have it on standby which is what 
they could do. (In Mark 4:1 Jesus actually got into the boat and taught from there.) 

Read Mark 3:10. Mark painted an interesting picture for us. Literally hundreds had come from 
all over Israel, not so much to hear Jesus teach as to get healing. They believed that all they had 
to do was touch Him and they would be healed. By itself, that was not a problem but if we look 
at the whole picture we see something else. The crowd cared far more about their physical bodies 
than their souls. There is no doubt that our physical bodies are important and should be cared for. 
The problem is that we have given the body a value that is beyond what God intended it to have. 
Our most valuable possession is our soul. The body is important, but the soul is far more 
important. Read Mark 8:36. Nothing is more important than a personal relationship via faith with 
Jesus because that is the one and only way our soul, which is our real person, can spend eternity 
in heaven with Jesus. We can only get a resurrected body if we are a Christian because of our 
faith in Jesus. 

Mark 3:11-12 records that demons, or as he described them “evil spirits,” were indwelling some 
of those who had come to Jesus. Mark wrote that they fell down before Him, but that was not a 
falling in commitment but rather in submission, as every knee will one day do. The demonic 
spirits identified Jesus by declaring, “You are the Son of God.” (See how demons addressed 
Jesus in Mark 1: 27.)   

In ancient times, it was believed that if you knew the name of an individual you could control 
him and undoubtedly that is why they identified Him as the Son of God. (Contemplate the 
attitude and awareness of the demons to that of the crowd who looked upon Him simply as a 
powerful one who had some unique power that enabled Him to heal.) Knowing facts about Jesus, 
like He is powerful, is very different from personally knowing Him as Savior. Later in His 
ministry Jesus would tell us that in the Day of Judgement many will be told to leave. Some will 
claim to have followed Him in this life but He will have to say to them, “Leave, I never knew 
you.” I imagine that among those told to depart from Him will be some who will declare, “What, 
didn’t I walk 100 miles to see you in Galilee and didn’t I believe that all I had to do was touch 
you and I’d be healed?”  

Jesus gave the demons or evil spirits “strict orders not to tell others about him.” Demons are 
the only ones ever excused from telling others who Jesus is. We certainly are not told to be quiet 
about Him and what He has done for us. Jesus did not want the demons to testify about Him. 
because His time had not come to be identified as God’s chosen one and Jesus did not need the 
testimony of demons.   



Read Mark 3:13.   
Read Mark 3:14 -15. Note that Jesus chose them. We were chosen in Jesus before the foundation 
of the world to belong to Him and when chosen we were given spiritual gifts to use for His glory. 
We dare not take any credit for our relationship with Him or for the ministry opportunities He 
gives to each of us. We serve Him as called because He chose us to do that. 

He chose 12. That number corresponded to the tribes of Israel and clearly shows that Jesus views 
the church as He views His people Israel. The 12 were not intended to replace the tribes as some 
teach today, but to show the equality of Israel and His church.  

They were to be with him. The first responsibility we have as His followers is to spend time 
with Jesus. We must get to know Him via His Word and spend time with Him in prayer. 

And He called them to be sent out or “to preach.” We are called to be His witnesses in a lost 
world. There are many ways of doing that but every one of us, if we admit to being His follower 
or disciple, is called to be a testimony to Him.  

Finally, Mark gave us a list of the first disciples to whom He gave the special title of “apostles.” 
There are dozens of studies possible in that list. What I really want us to see is that no one except 
God would have selected those twelve. They were uneducated without any rabbinical training or 
experience and had little to no influence in the community. But, from God’s standpoint, they 
were the perfect choice. As Paul later wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:26–31, they were weak and 
imperfect instruments through whom God could display power. Before their lives were over God 
used them to turn the world upside down (Acts 17: 6). Jesus took 12 ordinary men and 
transformed them into a team He used to build His church. And He can and will use us as 
individuals and as a church if we will allow Him to. He will do so if we will spend time with 
Him and depend upon His power.  We may not be what the world would call influential but 
committed to Him we can turn our world upside down also. 


