
What is Heaven Like? 
Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus Luke 16:23-26 

Account of the Mount of Transfiguration Matthew 17”1-8 
I Corinthians 15:36-58 

Description of New Heaven Revelation 21 

God wants us to know a little about heaven so we will know we have something exciting to look 
forward to and so we will know that it is worthwhile living for Him as we should. But imagine 
God trying to describe/explain heaven to us. Heaven is so different from anything we have ever 
experienced here that we have no way of understanding it. Try to explain winter to a Nomad who 
has lived all his life in a desert. He has never experienced cold or seen snow. So it is when God 
seeks to tell us about heaven. There is nothing in our experience that can be our frame of 
reference.  

There is a great deal about heaven that we cannot even begin to understand. Deuteronomy 29:29 
talks of the secrets that belong to God alone. I Corinthians 2:9 tells us that eye has not seen nor 
ear heard what God has prepared for those who love Him. Revelation 21:13 tells us that the 
glory of God dwells there but that glory can neither be looked upon or understood. 

What can God do? In part, He tried to relate heaven to our experience. God wrote that in heaven 
the streets are made of gold. For us gold is precious because it is rare and can be made into 
beautiful things. God wanted to communicate the idea of the beauty and luxury of heaven. Are 
the streets really going to be made of pure gold? Probably not. If gold were sufficiently available 
to pave roads with it, it would have no greater value than our dirt. And if the streets were pure 
gold they would be so soft that you couldn’t walk on them anyway. God’s point is not that the 
streets will literally be gold but that heaven will be more valuable and more beautiful than 
anything we can imagine. 

What then can we know about heaven? Several passages of Scripture, listed above, give us some 
insights into what heaven will be like. Remember, we still have no real frame of reference to 
grasp the deeper truths of heaven. We can know that heaven is real, that it is a perfect place, and 
it is otherwise beyond our imaginations. With that in mind let’s look at some of the questions that 
have been asked about heaven.  

Where is heaven? Paul talks in I Corinthians 12:2 of the third heaven. The Jews saw the 
atmosphere that we breathe as being the first heaven (see Genesis 7:11, 12) The planets and stars 
are a second heaven (see in Genesis 1:14-17). The third heaven is the place where God dwells. I 
Kings 8:27 talks of the heaven of heaven that cannot contain Him. Heaven is the place from 
which God rules and where worship of Him is centered. We cannot give a physical location 
beyond that. Ultimately, we will spend eternity in a place that does not exist today because after 
the millennial kingdom God will create a new heaven and a new earth. That means that when one 
dies and goes to heaven he is literally going to a temporary heaven, a beautiful place where God 
dwells, but as a temporary home. 



What happens when a Christian dies? Read from the parable of Rich Man and Lazarus Luke 
16:22, This was a parable but in that parable an angel took the beggar, Lazarus, to Abraham’s 
side, which was a picture in the Old Testament of heaven. Perhaps we will all be transported by 
an angel into God’s presence. The transition from earth to the presence of God will take place so 
quickly there won’t be any awareness of a separation of time and presence with Him. 
  
The moment a Christian dies, he will see Jesus face to face. The apostle Paul wrote in II 
Corinthians 5:8 that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. Not only will we 
be present with the Lord but we will be re-united with loved ones who have gone on before. That 
is taught indirectly in Scripture but is demonstrated in Old Testament passages that talk of the 
dead as being “gathered to his people” (See Genesis 25:8, 17; 35:29 etc.). David taught this in 
the incident of the death of his child by Bathsheba. He said in II Samuel 12:22-23 that “I shall 
go to him,” implying clearly that he would see him once again in heaven. In the New Testament, 
we have the parable of the Rich man and Lazarus.  

In addition to being re-united with our loved ones we will immediately meet the new family of 
believers. There will be no nametags in heaven. On the Mount of Transfiguration, the disciples 
met Old Testament saints and immediately recognized them. 

But back up for a moment. You breathe your last breath and the doctors declare you are dead. 
Remember, in the Bible death is separation and at the moment you die your real self, that is your 
soul, separates from your body. It will never again be re-united with that body. Eventually that 
body will decay, either as a natural process or via cremation but the real you will be in heaven 
with Jesus. Read Philippians 1:21-22  

What will we be like in this temporary heaven? Keep in mind that we have no real frame of 
reference to discuss that in detail. In the temporary heaven, we will be completely different from 
what we are now. Paul uses the imagery in I Corinthians 15:48 of a seed and the fruit that seed 
ultimately produces. II Corinthians 5:17 talks of our becoming new creatures in Christ. I 
Corinthians 13:12 says that now we understand in part but then face to face we will know fully. 

Assuming the parable of the rich man and Lazarus was designed to teach us significant truths 
about our existence in the first or temporary heaven, we know that some form of knowledge will 
continue. Lazarus knew his past and his family. We also know that love continues. Lazarus was 
concerned for his family.  

We also know that emotions/feelings of some kind will continue. Read Psalm 16:11. In 
Revelation (7:17, 21:4 6:9-10 etc.) we read of the emotion of those about the throne as they 
worship God and long for the victory of Jesus over His enemies who persecuted the church. 

What form will we have? The temporary state of the dead in Jesus is not clearly spelled out in 
Scripture. What we know is that we will be with Jesus. Read II Corinthians 5:8. We will have 



some form of temporary body. On the Mount of Transfiguration those currently in paradise have 
recognizable bodies, although they too will receive new, resurrected bodies when Jesus returns. 
In addition, in Revelation 6:9-10 we read that the spirits of the martyred are recognizable. We 
can be sure those temporary bodies will be perfect since nothing in heaven is not perfect and 
even in the temporary heaven there will be neither sin nor the effects of sin. 
  
What will heaven be like? Revelation 21 describes the New Heaven that we will dwell in for all 
eternity but we do not have a description of the temporary heaven we will go to until Jesus 
returns. About all we know about the initial heaven is that God is there. John 14 tells us that it is 
like a house or home and that it is a prepared place. Those facts, while not specific, indirectly tell 
us a lot. God being there makes it special. The knowledge that He has prepared a place assures us 
it will be perfect in every way. 
  
Revelation 21:1,2 describes the New Jerusalem or heaven we will dwell in after the millennium. 
We have no way of knowing how that relates overall to the heaven we will dwell in upon death 
but we can assume that many of the characteristics will be similar. All our needs will be supplied 
by God.   

What will we do there while we await the return of Jesus, our resurrected bodies and the 
permanent home? Revelation 4:8-11 tell us that we will worship God and gives us something of 
what that worship will be like. We will: 

a) Celebrate the greatness of God v.8 
b) Celebrate the goodness of God v.9 
c) Yield to the sovereignty of God v.10 
d) Worship God for who He is v. 10 
e) Exalt the name of God v. 11 

In addition to worship, Revelation 22:3,4 tells us we will serve God, although again, no details 
are given. We can assume, from the nature of God, that the work will be enjoyable and fulfilling. 
We will be neither bored or tired.  

In the end, the key is that we will be with Him and that will make everything perfect, perfect 
from the minute we draw our last breath on earth for the rest of eternity.  


