
Psalm 111 
Psalm:111 is a “Praise Psalm” beginning with the Hebrew word “Hallelujah” which literally 
means, “Praise the Lord.”  The challenge to “Praise the Lord” occurs 52 times in the Psalms. 

Psalm 111 is an acrostic Psalm where each sentence, after the 1st, begins with the next letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet. Each of the next 22 lines begins with what we would say is “A” then “B” 
then “C” etc. This pattern seems to have been used to allow for easy memorization and use in 
worship.  

Psalms 111 and 112 were written to be used together. Psalm 111 is a Psalm about God and Psalm 
112 is a Psalm about the godly man or woman. The character of God, pictured in Psalm 111, is 
the pattern of the godly man or woman. Psalm 112 describes the individual who truly does fear 
the Lord. The design reminds us that the man or woman seeking to follow the Lord will reflect 
the character of God.  

This Psalm was used especially during Passover celebration because it reflects God’s provision 
for His people in Egypt. There are 7 distinct links between this Psalm and the vocabulary in 
Exodus 34:5-11.  

A key word is “work” and specifically the “works” of God that are noted in verses 2, 6, and 7.  
The words “deeds” in v. 3 and “wonders” in v. 4 are the equivalent of works. This is a Psalm 
about the work of God on behalf of His people, work that should lead us to praise Him. 

Read v.1. The Psalm begins with the challenge to praise God for His wonderful acts. Verse 1 
declares that the Psalmist would praise God with a whole heart and would do so publicly.  Then 
he invited others to join him. It is significant that the writer invited others to join him. He was 
not asking others to do what he himself was not willing to do. 

Worship was to be with all his heart. Each of us needs to evaluate each week our commitment to 
worshiping God so as not to slip into a rut of just going through the same motions each week. 

It is easy to understand why a non-Christian would not praise God. If one does not know Jesus as 
Savior, one cannot truly praise Him. But how anyone can be a believer and not want to 
continually praise God is beyond imagination when we consider who God is and all He has done. 
That contemplation should cause us whole-hearted praise God. 

Verse 1 invites us to worship or praise God publicly. The “council of the upright” refers to a 
small group and the “assembly” is a reference to the larger congregation.  

Beginning with verse 2 we have a “Psalm about God.” There are many words that directly or 
indirectly describe God. The direct descriptions describe His character.  Indirect references tell of 
something God did that illustrates His nature. For example, in v. 2 we see His works are great. 
That is not possible if we do not have a great God. In verse 4 He is called gracious, which is a 



more direct characteristic. (Use this list to study this Psalm. V.2 Great, V.3 Glorious, V.3 
Majestic, V.4 Gracious, V.4 Compassionate, V.5 Provider, V.5 & 8 Steadfast in His promises, V.6 
Powerful, V.7 & 8 Faithful, V.7 Just, V.7 Trustworthy, V.8 Upright, V.9 Holy, V.9 Awesome. 
Nothing encourages more than contemplating God.  

Read v. 2. God is to be praised for who He is and for what He does. Specifically, the Psalmist is 
reflecting here on the wonders of creation. Read Psalm 19:1. The Hebrew word used for “works” 
carries the idea of “something that cannot be understood because it is so marvelous.” The idea is 
that it is so striking and so remarkable that it transcends human intelligence or imagination. We 
are told to ponder them and delight in them so we can behold the glory of God, and marvel at 
how wonderful He is. Read Matthew 6:25-34 to see how God cares for His creation in general as 
well as mankind. 

In verses 3 and 4 the Psalmist shifts from creation in general to the specific activity of God on 
behalf of His people. Read v. 3.  

Read v. 4a. The Hebrew “remember” implies a memorial and refers to the Passover (see Exodus 
12:14) For Christians today, the memorial is the communion service. 

Read v.4b, Exodus 34:6-7 and Exodus 34:10, 11.  Ponder the truth that God is both gracious and 
compassionate. Were it not for those attributes we could not have forgiveness of sins and life 
everlasting. 

Read v. 5-8 we have a shift that is not made in the NIV but is clear in the Hebrew. Beginning 
here the verbs are actually in the past tense. That means that the writer had specific incidents in 
Israel’s history in view. Putting them in the present is acceptable since what God did in the past 
He continues to do in the present. God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. One of the 
glorious truths of the history of God’s working on earth is that His works or deeds reflect His 
character and His continuous provision in one way or other for us today. The specifics may differ 
but the principle is the same. 

V. 5 refers specifically to the manna in the wilderness, the covenant is a reminder of the promises 
made at Sinai, the works of v. 6 are written in the language of Exodus and refers to the exodus 
out of Egypt. Giving them the land in v. 6 takes us back to Joshua and the fulfillment of His 
promise to them as a people and to the covenant that God made with Abraham. 

It is easy to view history and forget that just as God provided for Israel in Egypt, He provides for 
us today. God offers us freedom from slavery to sin. He provides for us each day. The prayer 
“give us our daily bread” is answered and reason to declare “Praise the Lord.” 

Read v. 7-8. Whatever God does is always true and fair and can be depended upon. The Psalmist 
uses 5 words to describe the works and precepts of God. They are described as “faithful, just, 
trustworthy, established forever, faithful and upright.” There is continuity between what God 



does and what He promises. His precepts will be kept forever because of God’s character. Read 
Mark 13:31 God can be depended upon because of who He is and His power to accomplish 
whatever He desires. 

V. 9 talks of the redemption that God has provided. Specifically, the Psalmist was thinking of the 
Exodus redemption of Israel from Egypt. Redemption is a word used in the New Testament to 
help describe what Jesus did for us on the Cross. It was a word from the market place that in time 
pictured the buying back a slave. That is the imagery Paul used in Romans where he wrote that 
Jesus bought us from slavery to the law of sin and death. 

Read v. 10 The opening statement, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,” is also 
found in Job 28:28, Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 and Ecclesiastes 12:13. The starting point (beginning) of 
true wisdom is a reverence of God for who He is and what He has done.  

The word “fear” in the Bible carries a variety of meanings including “love” “cling to” and 
“serve.” Read Deuteronomy 10:12.  

V. 10 goes on, “all who follow his precepts have good understanding.” Following His precepts 
implies, of course, an understanding of His laws. A careful study of Scripture is essential to 
understanding and being able to apply in our individual lives that which is lasting value. If all 
else fails, read the instructions.  

James Montgomery Boice, wrote “No people ever rise higher than their idea of God, and 
conversely, a loss of the sense of God’s high and awesome character always involves a loss of a 
people’s moral values and even what we commonly call humanity. We are startled by the 
disregard for human life that has overtaken large segments of the western world, but what do we 
expect when countries like our own openly turn their back upon God? We deplore the breakdown 
of moral standards, but what do we expect when we have focused our worship on ourselves and 
our own trivial needs rather than on God? Our view of God affects what we are and do, which is 
why this last verse prepares us for the teaching in the next Psalm.” (p. 912) 

Psalm 111 reminds us that the observance/remembrance of the works of God should cause us to 
ponder not only them but the God who performed them. This should, in turn, produce a sense of 
the awesomeness of God that should cause us to fear Him. And that should cause us to obey His 
precepts.  The Psalm then ends as it began declaring “To him belongs eternal praise.”


