
II Samuel 6:6-7 You Touch it, You Die 

Read II Samuel 6:6-7.  

The initial reaction of almost everyone is, “Why would God kill him for trying to save the Ark 
from crashing to the ground? Shouldn’t he have been praised?” But he was neither thanked nor 
praised. Rather immediately he was put to death.  

To understand this unusual event, we need to do a quick review of what the Bible tells us about 
the Ark. Exodus 25 gives the background to the Ark. It was built, as per God’s instructions, and 
placed in the inner part of the Tabernacle, the part of the Tabernacle that only the High Priest was 
permitted to enter and then only once a year. It contained three items, the Ten Commandments 
that God had given to Moses, Aaron’s rod that budded and some manna that God had provided 
when the Israelites were in the wilderness.   

The cover or the Ark was called the Mercy Seat and above that was two carved angels or 
cherubum that represented God’s presence with them. Without a doubt, it was the most sacred 
part of the Tabernacle since it depicted the presence of God in their midst. 

Since the Tabernacle was portable and carried with the Israelites as they moved from place to 
place, God gave very specific instructions on how the Ark was to be carried. Read Exodus 
25:12-14 which describes the way the Ark was to be transported from place to place.  

The Ark was to be carried on the shoulders of certain designated priest with Numbers 4:15 telling 
us, “they must not touch the holy things or they will die.” 

Fast forward many years to I Samuel 4. Israel is in the Holy Land. They were fighting the 
Philistines and suffered a defeat at their hands with 4,000 Israelites dying in battle. Back in the 
camp they ask why they lost and their conclusion was that they did not have the Ark with them. I 
Samuel 4:3 tells us they said, “Let us bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so 
that he may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” 

From their perspective, the Ark was a magic charm that would automatically give them victory. 
It was not. It was always the presence of God with His people when they were obedient to Him 
and never a charm to guarantee victory or success. 

To make a long story short, and you may want to read the details in I Samuel chapters 4-6, the 
Israelites not only lost to the Philistines, they lost the Ark. Excited that they had captured Israel’s 
most treasured possession, the Philistines took it to the temple dedicated to their chief god 
Dagon. The next two days began with the discovery that overnight the statue of Dagon had fallen 
on his face before the Ark. Read in Samuel 5:7 the conclusion of the Philistines. 

So, after 7 months of holding the Ark, the Philistines built a new cart that had never been used 
with two cows that had never been yoked and returned the Ark to the Israelites in Beth-shemesh 
(I Samuel 6:7-12). While the Ark was there some of the citizens decided to open the Ark, and 



look at its contents, something strictly forbidden. I Samuel 6:19 tells us that God put 70 of them 
to death. No one in Beth-shemesh wanted the Ark there any longer so they contacted men in 
Kirjath-jearim to come and get it. They did and while it was there it was treated properly and the 
community was blessed. 

Fast forward 20 years. Saul had died and David had become king and had established Jerusalem 
as his capital. David decided that the Ark, representing the presence of God, should be in 
Jerusalem. That takes us to II Samuel 6. Read verses 1-3.   

Abinadab was a priest who should have known the proper way of transporting the Ark. Either he 
did not, or he assumed his newer way was perhaps easier and just as suitable. Perhaps he knew 
that the Philistines transported it that way and got away with it. It is easy to determine our 
behavior by what others do, especially if they seem to be doing just fine. The truth is, we are to 
act always as God has commanded us to act. The Philistines did not have Scripture so they knew 
no better. A Levitical home had God’s Word and should have understood how to properly 
behave. 

What’s wrong with using a cart anyway? To begin with, it was wrong because God had given a 
different set of commands. The men transporting the Ark substituted their idea for God’s 
instructions. Read Proverbs 14:12. We can assume that those transporting the Ark knew the Word 
of God and either chose to ignore it or deliberately disobey it. If they did not know we still know 
that ignorance of the law has never been an excuse. 

At the heart of the issue is the holiness of God. The Ark represented the presence of the Holy 
God of creation. The root for the word “holy” meant “totally different from anything else and 
therefore set apart from the rest of somewhat similar items.” God is holy because He is totally 
different than anything else and that difference is seen primarily in His perfection and 
sinlessness,  

Carts were a great labor-saving device. Using a cart, one could easily transport goods that 
previously required major work. The problem is that the Ark was not another piece of freight to 
be easily carried on a cart. It represented the holy God who had given the priests instructions on 
how it was to be handled. By placing the Ark on a cart, they were treating it in a far less than 
holy manner. A cart may have been more than adequate for carrying the wares of men but it was 
too impersonal to carry the Ark that represented God’s presence.  

The Ark was on the cart and on its way to Jerusalem when the oxen pulling the cart stumble. It at 
least appeared to Uzzah that the Ark was going to fall off the cart so he reached out to steady it. 

Issue number 1. The Ark would never have appeared to be falling had it been carried the way 
God instructed them to. I wonder if God Himself didn’t trip the cows as a symbol of His 
displeasure with the Israelites thinking they could live their way and not God’s way. Do life 
God’s way and we have God’s presence and provision. Decide for ourselves what we can do and 



I can assure you that God loves you too much to not try and upset you so you will obey and be 
blessed. 

Issue number 2. If the Ark was truly falling and shouldn’t, it would have been up to God to 
steady it.  

Issue number 3. Uzzah assumed that somehow touching the ark with his sinful hands was less 
serious than the ark touching the dirt of the ground. In truth, the hands of sinful man are far less 
worthy of God than the earth He created. 

Read II Samuel 6:7. Don’t miss the reason Scripture gives. Uzzah committed an irreverent act 
and that is punishable under God’s standard. Were his intentions right? I certainly think so, but 
right intentions don’t excuse wrong behavior. Christians too often do wrong things for good 
reasons but they are still wrong.  Uzzah knew, or should have known, that they were carrying the 
Ark improperly and that under no circumstance should he ever touch it. Had God ignored the 
irreverence of Uzzah He would have compromised His own holiness and Israel would not have 
learned a valuable lesson essential to its continued walk with God.  

After a funeral for Uzzah, the Ark was taken to the home of the priest Obed-Edom. We are told 
in II Samuel 6:11 that the Lord blessed him and his entire household. The same Ark that was 
involved in the death of one who was irreverent, was a rich blessing to one who treated it, and by 
extension God, reverently. Then three months later David went down and retrieved the Ark, this 
time carrying it properly and showing the proper reverence to God. 

Was God’s discipline of Uzzah severe? It was. But, remember, sin is always serious and only the 
grace of God spares each of us. 

We are not free to determine which acts of God’s Word we will accept and which we are free to 
modernize because man has “come of age.” All of God’s commands are to be obeyed and when 
they are not, there are consequences. When they are, there are blessings. 


