
Mark 9:2-10 Mt. of Transfiguration 

Read Mark 8:31. The disciples were confused because suffering and dying was not a part of their 
plan for the Messiah. They could not even begin to imagine why Jesus would talk that way. Peter 
even tried to correct Jesus. Jesus added to their confusion by describing what it would mean to 
follow Him. Read Mark 8:34-38. 

Jesus said to the disciples, “I’m going to die and if you want to follow me you need to surrender 
all, including your very life to me.” It neither made sense nor seemed reasonable for the Messiah. 

Read Mark 9:2 to see what Jesus did to help His disciples understand.  

Mark said 6 days and Luke 9:28 says, “about eight days.” In counting days between events do 
we include the days of the beginning and ending or just those in the middle. Is next Sunday 6 or 
7 days away. If you count Monday through Saturday, then next Sunday will arrive in 6 days. 
Count Sunday you have 7.  

We read, Jesus “led them up a high mountain.” Which mountain were they on? Scripture does 
not tell us. It was probably Mt. Hermon which is near Caesarea Philippi and Israel’s tallest 
mountain, reaching about 9,000 feet above sea level. If so, then we know that climbing it was 
exhausting, which is why, according to Luke 9:32, the disciples were very sleepy. 

Mark wrote “Jesus took Peter, James and John.” These three were privileged to be present at 
several events that the others missed. I hear people refer to them as the favorites of Jesus. They 
were not. Jesus has no favorites. We are all equally important to Him and equally loved by Him. 
Jesus took three with Him because Jewish Law required at least 2 witnesses to verify an event 
with 3 preferred. The fact that some were called to experiences to which others were not called, 
gave them no reason for pride nor for the others to be jealous. God determines our experiences, 
simply asking us to be faithful. 

Read Mark 9:2. The word “transfigured” in the Greek is the word from which we get our 
English word “metamorphosis” as when a caterpillar becomes a butterfly. The Greek used the 
word to describe that which changed from within as opposed to changing appearance by putting 
a costume on the outside. For a few moments, the veil of His humanity was lifted and His true 
essence revealed. The glory that had been His for all eternity, and hidden during His earthly 
ministry via a cover of humanity was revealed. They saw a glimpse at the real Jesus, the divine 
Jesus that has always been within the man.  

Paul used that same word in Romans 12:2 and II Corinthians 3:18. Read them.  God desires that 
we aim toward spiritual transformation so that the glory of the Lord will be seen in us. 

The message was clear. “You know I am going to suffer and die but, out of that, my full glory will 
be seen. Yes, it is costly to follow me but, look what awaits those who are faithful.” There are 



many times in life when, in our hearts and minds, we need to return to that mountain and see the 
glory that awaits all who follow Him. 

The glory displayed in that transformation is the glory that we will see when Jesus returns. Read 
Matthew 24:30. It is also the glory He will bestow upon us when we see Him for we are told that 
when we do we shall be like Him.  

Read Matthew 17:2 and Mark 9: 3. In Scripture the idea of whiteness stands for purity. Not white 
people but whiteness or light in general as opposed to darkness.  

Read Mark 9:4. How did they recognize them? We aren’t told. I doubt we will wear name tags in 
heaven. What is more important is that they were recognizable. One of the questions often asked 
is “Will I recognize someone in heaven, such as a child that died before being born or at a young 
age? Somehow, even with new bodies we will be recognizable. 

Note where Moses and Elijah were. They were alive and in glory in some form of a resurrected 
body. I am not sure it was the final resurrected body all believers will receive when Jesus returns 
but they were alive.  

Why Elijah and Moses? They represent both the Law and the Prophets, both of which pointed to 
Jesus. The two are also mentioned together in Malachi 4:4-6 as preparing the way for the 
Messiah.  

What did they talk about? Mark gives no hint. Luke wrote in 9:31 that they talked about the 
death of Jesus. For the disciples, hearing the three of them speaking of His coming death had to 
have helped them realize that what Jesus had just predicted was God’s will. 

Read Mark 9:5. Picture Peter, who was seldom at a loss for words, blurting this out. Mark, who 
got his information for his Gospel from Peter, added, “Peter did not know what to say, they 
were so frightened.” 

It is interesting that Jesus did not even respond to Peter, although God did. Peter’s idea was 
wrong in several ways. While it was right to want to make a place for Jesus where He could be 
worshipped, Jesus did not come to dwell in shelter on the mountain but to die on a Cross. He is 
to be worshipped but not as a transfigured one but as the risen Lord. Also, Peter suggested three 
equal places for them, but they are not equal. As great as both Moses and Elijah were in the eyes 
of the people, they were in no way equal to Jesus.  

Perhaps the most serious error that Peter made was wanting to stay on the mountain with the 
three of them. The Mount of Transfiguration was an incredible experience that they never forgot. 
Both John and Peter referred to it in their writings (John 1:14; II Peter 1:16-18) They were 
profoundly influenced by the experience but the intent was never to stay there. They went onto 
the mountain so they could be encouraged when they returned to the valley and ministered in 



Jesus name. They were to take the experience in worship back into a sin sick, hurting world. The 
church was never intended to promote a monastic life. The church is not an end in itself but a 
filling station to equip us to be witnesses in the community to God’s love for those around us. 

Read Mark 9:7. The cloud was an Old Testament picture of God’s presence with His people. It 
represented God’s presence in such a way as to limit the view of His glory, a glory that would 
have killed the disciples who were present were it not veiled. 

God spoke. Peter had just overstepped himself so God told him to focus only on Jesus who is His 
Son and what He was saying. Then God said, “Listen to him.” Peter had been talking, not 
listening. That is a problem we all have. How much of our prayer time do we keep silent so God 
can speak to us?  

How would you like to have an experience like the disciples had on that mountain top? You 
won’t. That was a once and done experience. So are we the losers? No, because we have God’s 
Word to tell us about Jesus and the glory that is now His and will one day be ours. The vision is 
gone but His Word remains. 

Read Matthew 17:6-7. What a loving Savior we have! He does not want to see us terrified but to 
know that He is always there. There are many things in life that are scary but praise God that our 
Savior, who is in heaven in all His glory, is there to reach down and say, “Remember the glory I 
displayed on that mountain. It is mine in its fullness and I will be with you. One day you will 
share that aspect of my glory so fear not. I am with you.”  

We need to return to the Mount of Transfiguration often and be reminded of who Jesus is and all 
that awaits us because He is on the throne. Remembering that is one of the purposes of Lent. 


