
Mark 2:1-12 Let Down Through the Roof 

Read Mark 1:45 and Mark 2:1 It is interesting that Mark wrote “Jesus returned home.” Jesus 
apparently centered His Galilean ministry in Capernaum. The assumption is that He made Peter’s 
home His base when He was there. 

As we can imagine it didn’t take long after Jesus arrived back in Capernaum for word to get 
around that the miracle healer was back in town. The people began to stream to the house where 
He was staying. Read Mark 2:2. In addition to the general town’s folk that were there, there were 
also “some teachers of the law were sitting there” (v. 6). Luke wrote that both scribes and 
Pharisees were present (Luke 5-17-21). Of interest is the presence of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
They were part of the religious elite, or at least that is the way they viewed themselves. The 
Scribes assumed the role of protecting the laws of Judaism. Their primary task was accurately 
copying the Scriptures and writings of the rabbis to preserve their truth. They came to know 
details of the law that others were not familiar with, so were viewed as the experts on just about 
any subject. 

According to Mark, Jesus was preaching the “word” to the crowd that had gathered (v.2). Mark 
referred to the teaching/preaching of Jesus regularly being the word.  

Read Mark 2: 3. By itself that was nothing to write about except maybe the fact that this 
paralyzed man had friends who really cared about him and were willing to bring him to Jesus. 
We know nothing about them but they certainly had to have been committed to carry such an 
individual what may have been some distance. In addition, those who were seriously sick, such 
as the man they brought to Jesus, were generally considered to have been cursed by God because 
of sin. Being a friend of someone like that meant they would have been looked down on, but that 
didn’t seem to matter. Read John 9:1-3. There is, however, nothing more significant we can do 
for people than bring them to Jesus.  

There was a complication. Verse 4 tells us “they could not get him to Jesus because of the 
crowd.” So, they went up on the roof and lowered the paralyzed man down to Jesus.  

The houses in Jesus’ day were one story with a flat roof. Usually there was a set of stairs on the 
side of the house and families would often go to the roof on hot evenings to take advantage of a 
little breeze. The roof itself was a covering over wooden beams that were set about 2 feet apart. 
Over the beams were reeds or branches. They were covered by earth that was patted down to 
make it virtually waterproof. Often the roofs were a foot or two thick. During the spring grass 
often grew on the roof. So, up the stairs and onto the roof they went. Today we would call that 
“thinking outside the box.” In Jesus day, I guess all they could call it was desperate and being 
creative.  

Try to imagine what was going on inside. Jesus was trying to teach. Some were trying to listen 
but I suspect the majority were anxious to get the teaching done so they could either be healed or 



see Jesus heal. The teaching session was suddenly disturbed by the noise on the roof. No one 
wanted to lose his place inside, so I doubt anyone went out to see what was going on. Soon the 
inside was further disrupted as dirt began to fall down. More and more fell to the room below. 
Did anyone inside, except Jesus, have any idea what was going on? 

Then it happened. The light shown through the hole these men had opened up and down came a 
litter with a paralyzed man on it. Who paid to have the roof fixed? Actually, it was not a big job 
to put it back together, a few branches and some dirt.  

Picture the scene. As noted, there were a whole variety of characters there in addition to Jesus. 
There was some who really wanted to hear more of Jesus’ teachings. There were others who had 
been putting up with that so Jesus would heal them. There were religious leaders who wanted to 
find out exactly what Jesus had to say. And then there was this paraplegic who just dropped in at 
the front of the line. 

We all know what the paraplegic wanted but we read that in verse 5 “When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” He was being lowered to 
Jesus so Jesus could give him physical healing and instead Jesus said “Your sins are forgiven.” 
Isn’t it great that God doesn’t always answer our prayers the way we think He should? Jesus 
knew that far more important than his physical condition was his spiritual condition and, seeing 
the faith that he had, declared that his sins were forgiven.  

Jesus is far more concerned about our spiritual condition than our material or physical condition. 
Mark wrote later (8:36) that Jesus asked, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, yet forfeit their soul?” Numerous times Jesus taught that He came to give His life as a 
provision for our sins. Our most critical need is a right relationship with the God who created us, 
so that was the primary concern of Jesus. He did not begin with forgiveness just to get a reaction 
from the religious leaders although I am sure He knew how they would react. 

The Scribes and Pharisees were upset. Read Mark 2:6-7. Jewish theology had several things that 
could be called blasphemy. If one spoke critically of the Law of God, he could be accused of 
blasphemy. Read Acts 6:13 as an example of that. The major expression of blasphemy, however, 
was to claim to have the authority of God, to speak for God, or even claim to be God. That was 
what they were accusing Jesus of and if it was true, it automatically meant death, usually via 
stoning. Read John 19:7 to see that that was the charge they made against Jesus at His trial just 
prior to His crucifixion.  

The Pharisees were consistently trying to trip Jesus up. They hung on every word, not to learn 
but to catch Him in what they perceived to be a mistake. This time they were partially right, only 
God can forgive sin because sin is ultimately only against God. He is the holy One we sin 
against. They were 100% correct on that and If Jesus was not God, then He truly was guilty of 
blasphemy. The problem is. He is God. 



Imagine the faces of those religious leaders when Jesus said to them, “Why are you thinking 
these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?” 

Jesus asked, “Which is easier?” (v.9) From one perspective, nothing was more difficult than 
being able to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” For Jesus to be able to say that He had to pay the 
penalty of those sins by dying on a Cross. The wages of sin is death and until that penalty was 
paid in full there was no forgiveness. It was no minor act to provide our forgiveness. 

Jesus was not talking here about the cost of being able to offer forgiveness but the ease of saying 
that as compared to healing the paraplegic. Jesus could say to the man “Your sins are forgiven,” 
and there was no way anyone could tell if they were or were not. If, however, Jesus said to the 
crippled man, “Get up, take your mat and walk,” everyone there could see with their own eyes 
if Jesus was telling the truth and healed the man. Read what Jesus said in Mark 2:10-11. 

The phrase “Son of Man” is an important one. That title was by far the most common 
description that Jesus used of Himself. It is found 81 times in the Gospels. It was probably Jesus’ 
choice because it had no additional political baggage that titles such as “Messiah” had. If Jesus 
had consistently used Messiah the public would have thought of Him only in terms of the 
overthrow of Rome. That was not why He came. The origin of the title was Daniel 7:13-14. 
There the title was associated with one who would be God incarnate and would establish an 
everlasting kingdom. Mark records Jesus using that title in relationship to His serving (2:10; 
2:28), His suffering (8:31; 9:9; 10:33 etc.), and His coming in glory (8:38; 13:26; 14:62). 

Read Mark 2:12. We have two possible responses to the provisions of God. We can reject what 
Jesus taught like the scribes, or we can be amazed and glorify God as the crowd did.  

Think about what really matters. Remember our greatest need is forgiveness of sins and therefore 
that is our number one praise item.  The number two truth is that we need to share Jesus by 
bringing others to Him so they can find forgiveness. 


