
Mark 1:21-28 Jesus Preached in Capernaum 

Mark introduced us to Jesus, beginning with His baptism followed by His temptation in the 
wilderness. Mark then picked up the ministry of Jesus approximately 6 months later telling us 
that Jesus went to Galilee. There He declared that the Kingdom of God was near and people 
should change their attitude about God and believe what God had promised them. Then Jesus 
selected His first four of His Disciples, Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John.  

Read Mark 1:21. The ministry of Jesus when He dwelt among us centered on three things. Jesus 
taught, healed and confronted the demonic world. In this passage, we see Jesus as a teacher and 
driving out demons.  

Mark began with a description of Jesus teaching in Capernaum. Capernaum literally means 
“village of Nahum” and many wonder if this was not the home of the Old Testament prophet 
Nahum. There, Mark wrote, “Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.” Under 
Jewish law every community with at least 10 male adults was to establish a synagogue for the 
local people to go to on the Sabbath, primarily for prayer and the reading and study of the 
Scriptures. There was a chief administrator of each synagogue and it was his responsibility to 
select someone to read the Scripture of the day and to lead in the study of it. If present, a visiting 
rabbi or scribe was chosen.  If none was present, then someone believed to have something to 
share was chosen. On this occasion, Jesus was invited to speak. 

Mark did not tell us what Jesus preached but Luke (Luke 4:14-21) included what Jesus preached 
in Nazareth when He began His ministry there. We can assume that Jesus’ message was the 
similar here. Read Isaiah 61:1-2 which Jesus quoted.  

Jesus was doing two things by quoting that text. He was identifying Himself as the promised 
Messiah and He was summarizing what He came to do. His goal in becoming one of us was to 
set us free from the bondage to sin, providing freedom from the penalty, power and ultimately 
the very presence of sin. Because of our sin, we are slaves to Satan and doomed ultimately to 
spending the rest of eternity with him in the hell God prepared for him. But Jesus came to pay 
our penalty and thereby set us free so we can spend eternity with Him in heaven.  

Read Mark 1:21-22. Of importance to Mark was not the specific message Jesus spoke. Mark 
wanted us to know  that those who heard Him were amazed at the authority with which He 
spoke. The authority that was evident when He spoke was further demonstrated by His authority 
over the demonic world and disease. The word Mark used here for “authority” implies Jesus 
spoke in such a way as to evoke a strong reaction.  

To appreciate what Mark was telling us we must understand the Jewish way of teaching. For the 
Jews, the most important scripture was the Torah or Old Testament Law given to Moses. That 
law, however, needed interpretation. The Scribes, who initially copied the Scriptures, had, by the 
time of Jesus, assumed the role of the keepers of the interpretation of it. Their approach was to 



string together a list of quotes from the rabbis who were considered the authorities. A typical 
sermon or study from them would go like this: “Rabbi Hillel said but Rabbi Nahum said” etc.   

It was different with Jesus.  He did not quote the rabbis as authorities. He did not share a variety 
of alternative positions. He spoke directly in a way that those who were listening understood that 
He was speaking for God. Today we say, “The Bible says” because the Bible is God speaking to 
us. When Jesus spoke, those who were listening knew He was speaking on behalf of God and 
were amazed at that. That is the way we are to understand everything Jesus taught in the Gospels 
as well as everything the other biblical writers wrote under the inspiration of God. God’s Word is 
authoritative. When we read, or hear, God’s word we should allow it to possess us as 
authoritatively coming from God. 

Then an unusual thing happened. Read Mark 1:13-24. I doubt anyone in the synagogue that week 
expected that. I wonder how long this demon controlled individual sat in the synagogue services 
without anyone knowing he was controlled and without the demon being a bit uncomfortable 
there so he raised a ruckus. I wonder how uncomfortable a demon would be in many churches in 
America today. If a demon were present in church today would he hear heartfelt worship taking 
place? Would he hear God’s Word read? Would he hear Christ centered preaching? Would he see 
God centered love demonstrated in the congregation?  

Mark described him as an “impure spirit.” Elsewhere they are called “demons,” “unclean 
spirits,” and “evil spirits.” Demons are the angels who joined Satan in his rebellion against God 
and were cast out of heaven for their sin. They are awaiting their final judgment which is 
confinement to hell.  

The demon asked Jesus, “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? I know who you are
—the Holy One of God!” The terminology used was what an inferior would use when talking to 
a superior. Jesus was definitely superior in every way. The demon had known Jesus long before 
he joined Satan in his rebellion against God. He knew Him as the Holy One. Mark wants us to 
see the contrast between the ugliness of the demonic world and the holiness of God. See also 
Mark 3:11 and Mark 5:7,  

The demon asked “What do you want with us. Have you come to destroy us?” It appears that 
demons know what their ultimate fate is going to be. Hell was created for Satan and the angels 
(known now as demons) who joined him in rebellion against God. Revelation says that the closer 
it gets to the return of Jesus, and, therefore, the closer to their judgment, the more desperate they 
will become and the more they will seek to disrupt God’s people. 

Jesus said to the demon, “Be quiet.” Literally “Be muzzled.” Why did Jesus want the demon to 
be quiet? Mark does not tell us but we know this was not the only time Jesus instructed others to 
tell no one who He was or what He had done for them. A part of it had to do with the timing of 
God’s revelation and the perfect plan He had for the Cross. There were various efforts to rush 
Jesus to the Cross but God had His perfect plan. Also, Jesus was committed to demonstrating His 



own superiority and mission and did not need the testimony of Satan, who would not have gotten 
it correct anyway. I wonder if Jesus did not see that in any dialogue the demon would attempt to 
debate his fate. Sin is never a subject for debate or discussion. As long as we talk but do nothing 
about sin, Satan wins. 

Jesus said sternly, that is in a way there was no discussion about it, “Come out of him.” Jesus 
spoke with authority. Mark wrote that the demon did as Jesus commanded him to do. Read Mark 
1:27.  

The people were bewildered. What amazed them so much? The fact that all Jesus had to do was 
speak blew their minds. The normal pattern of exorcism included magic, and incantations, etc. 
There was none of that. Jesus spoke and the demon obeyed.  

What does the authority of Jesus over the demonic world mean to us? Read Ephesians 6:12. Our 
spiritual battle is against Satan and his realm. We talk in terms of habits, attitudes, temptations 
etc.but in the end it is a spiritual battle we are fighting. Because it is a spiritual battle we cannot, 
by ourselves, win. But, as John wrote, the Holy Spirit within us is greater than Satan’s power in 
the world. We can win if we allow God to give us the victory. How do we know that? Because 
Jesus displayed His power over the demonic world. Mark’s introduction to Jesus tells us that 
what Jesus told us is autorotative and His power is sufficient to give us victory. What a 
marvelous God we have! 


