
Mark 1:29-39 Jesus Heals Many 

We live in a world cursed by sickness and death. Whether it is the flu bug or cancer, we see 
sickness all around us. That was not what it was like in the beginning. God’s Word tells us that at 
every stage of creation God declared, “It is good.” Then came sin and with it not only death but 
the sickness that all too often leads to that death. Jesus came to rescue us from the effects of sin 
of which death is but one. Sickness is also a by-product of Adam and Eve’s sin. Read Romans 
8:23. A Savior who cannot ultimately save the body as well as the soul will be less of a Savior 
than God promised and we need.  

Read Mark 1:29. The disciples had recently left their family businesses to follow Jesus. I doubt 
they had any real idea where that would take them. I suspect they were sitting beside Jesus when 
the synagogue service was interrupted by a man controlled by a demon. They had heard Jesus 
clearly tell the demon to be quiet and leave the man and immediately and He was obeyed. That 
had to have impressed them. Mark wrote that they all went to the home of Peter and Andrew.  

Warren Wiersbe, in his commentary on Mark, wrote, “Peter and Andrew not only brought their 
friends James and John home with them from the service, but they also brought the Lord home. 
That is a good example for us to follow: Don’t leave Jesus at the church-take Him home with 
you and let Him share your blessings and your burdens.” P.25 

Read Mark 1:30. Luke, who was a physician, wrote in his gospel that “she was suffering from a 
high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her.” (Luke 4:38) The most common cause of a high 
fever is an infection of some kind. Today we would take such an individual to the hospital for 
antibiotics but in Jesus’ day there were no hospitals or medications so that would likely cause 
death. 

Read Mark 1:31 and Luke 4:39. Remember earlier that day Jesus had rebuked the demon and it 
obeyed. Now Jesus rebuked sickness and it left immediately. Notice how Mark ended the story in 
1:31, “The fever left her and she began to wait on them.” When Jesus rebuked the sickness it 
not only left Pater’s mother-in-law but she was ready to serve Jesus and the other guests. There 
was no sign of weakness. When Jesus arrived from the synagogue Peter’s mother-in-law was too 
weak to get out of bed but as soon as Jesus rebuked the sickness she was up and about serving 
Jesus. Jesus always redeems us from sin and the effects of sin so we can serve Him. Service is an 
appropriate response to all God has done for us. There is no better way to say “thank you” to 
God for His blessings.   

Read Mark 1:32-33.  Note they came, “after sunset.” Jewish Sabbath laws would not allow them 
to carry someone, even a sick individual, to find help on the Sabbath. As soon as 3 stars were 
visible in the sky the Sabbath was officially over and they streamed to Peter’s house so Jesus 
could heal them. Verse 32 clearly distinguished between those who were physically sick and 
those who were demon controlled. There is no doubt that demons can cause physical illness 
including depression and mental illness but it is wrong to assume that every illness is the result 



of demons. Every illness is the by-product of a sin cursed world but one cannot assume that any 
illness is because of an individual’s personal sin.   

So exciting was the possibility of loved ones being healed that Mark wrote in verse 33, “The 
whole town gathered at the door,” Mark used a Greek verb tense that implies they didn’t just 
bring some to Jesus but they began and kept on bringing them.  

Read Mark 1:34 34, Isn’t it interesting that when Jesus commanded them to be silent they could 
not speak? Without the sovereign Lord’s permission, they can do nothing. Satan is extremely 
limited in what he can do and will ultimately be confined and never again able to lead men and 
women into sin.  

Why was Jesus willing to stay up late healing the sick that were brought to Him? Elsewhere in 
the Gospels, we are told that Jesus healed because He had compassion on those who were sick. 
Read Mark 1:41. It is important to remember that God not only hates sin but He has compassion 
on all who are impacted by it. Jesus later told us it was because God so loved the world that He 
sent His Son to die. The word “loved” implies God had compassion on the lost and the effects 
their sin would have on them if He did not act on our behalf. God hurts with us when we are 
sick. When we stand at the bedside of one dying from a disease that was never a part of His 
perfect creation, He hurts for us. God grieves over sin and the destruction it ravages on us. 

The length of that healing ministry certainly stretched late into the evening but as tired as Jesus 
had to have been it did not stop Him from praying. Read Mark 1:35.   

There is no doubt that Jesus knew the importance of prayer. Time and again we read that Jesus 
took time to be alone with His Heavenly Father. Time and again we read that as Jesus was about 
to perform a miracle He prayed. If it was essential for Jesus to spend time in prayer, how much 
more should we recognize the importance of it?  

Read Mark 1:36-37.  Can you picture the scene? Peter woke up and looked outside and saw the 
crowd had returned. He went to get Jesus, probably with several others.  They found Him and 
Simon told Him there were many more looking for Him. The Greek implies a possible mild 
rebuke on the part of Peter who seems to have been saying, “Why are you here when you are 
needed at my house.” It is too easy to sort of rebuke Jesus for not doing what we think He should 
be doing when we think He should do it. 

The response of Jesus was, according to verse 39, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby 
villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.”  

There were at least two truths to be seen in that response. First, Peter wanted Jesus to return to 
his house so He could heal others because he did not understand the mission of Jesus. Jesus 
certainly had compassion on the sick but He did not come primarily to heal the sickness which 
was a by-product of sin but to deal with sin itself.  If just healing the sick was His primary reason 



for coming. all He had to do was snap His fingers and everyone would have been healed. In our 
prayer time each week, we list many we wish God would heal. Jesus hurts for each one of them 
because He is compassionate but Jesus’ primary concern is the spiritual needs of individuals. 
When He comes to establish a new heaven and a new earth there will no longer be any sickness 
but for now we are plagued by it. That is not to say that He will not heal some but He has not 
guaranteed to automatically cure all sickness.  

A second truth to note is that many, perhaps most, of those who came, came for what they 
wanted to get out of Jesus, that is healing, and not to acknowledge Him as the Messiah. They 
wanted a miracle worker but Jesus came to preach repentance. The people wanted relief from 
their pain but Jesus came to eliminate the cause of that pain. So we read in verse 31 that Jesus 
“traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.” 

Jesus knows how ugly sickness can be and has compassion on us as we go through it but He did 
not come to eliminate sickness on this sin cursed world but to give His life as a ransom so we 
may spend an eternity with Him in His heaven where there is no pain, no sickness, no death and 
no tears.  

When we hurt, we can be sure He knows and hurts with us. He definitely has the power to 
rebuke sickness so we should not hesitate to ask. But if He chooses not to heal we can still be 
sure of His love and that He will bless us in many other ways. He will hold us close until He 
calls us into His very presence, a presence without hurt of any kind. 


