
Mark 1:14-20 
For Mark, the preliminaries are over. Jesus had been baptized, went into the wilderness to be 
tempted and now His ministry would begin in earnest. He will summarize His message, call His 
first disciples and begin teaching God’s truth in the synagogue.  Read Mark 1:14-15. 

Mark wrote that Jesus then went into Galilee. Galilee was the northern most province in Israel. 
At the heart of Galilee was the Sea/lake by that name. The sea or lake supported a major fishing 
industry. Josephus, the Jewish historian from that period, wrote that there were as many as 130 
boats fishing the lake. 

Mark wrote, “Jesus went proclaiming.” The word implies a major announcement. Literally 
“Jesus heralded.” Jesus declared the most important message man has ever heard. The kingdom 
promised of old was at hand. What could be more important to declare to any generation? Jesus 
called the declaration He had for the world “the good news of God.” It is the good news “of 
God” and the good news “about God.” The message of the kingdom that Jesus will proclaim is 
both of and about God. It is God’s kingdom that displays His glory and the kingdom to which He 
invites us to dwell. 

Note, Jesus made it very clear that “the time has come,” That statement is connected with the 
arrest of John the Baptist by King Herod. While the declaration of Jesus is tied to that event in a 
much deeper sense He was declaring that the time God had set before the foundation of the 
world had come. The Greek has 2 very different word that are used to denote time. One word is 
used to refer to time as we think of clock or calendar time. The word used here (karios) was used 
to picture an event that defines history. The arrival of the Kingdom of God was truly one of those 
times. Few events in all of history have been more significant. Read Galatians 4:4. One of the 
truths Mark wanted to make was that God is in total control of the world He created and of 
history. Nothing happens that is outside of His control and nothing He has planned will not 
happen or will happen either too early or too late. God has a perfect plan for each of us if we will 
allow Him to control our freewill so He can work that plan.  
The declaration was that the promised Kingdom had come. The establishment of that kingdom 
was the reason for Jesus taking on our form. Man was created for fellowship with God. That 
fellowship was lost by sin. God loved us so much He was willing to pay Himself the penalty of 
our sin so He could have a community of those with whom He will have fellowship forever. 
Jesus came for that Kingdom. 

When Scripture talks of the Kingdom it has reference to 3 aspects of that kingdom. The first part 
is a spiritual kingdom. Spiritually we belong to kingdom now. Second, Jesus is going to come 
again and, according to Revelation, will establish His earthly kingdom that will last for 1000 
years (the Millennial Kingdom.) Third, God will establish an everlasting kingdom described in 
Revelation as a new heaven and new earth.  

Then Jesus gave the conditions for being a part of the Kingdom. One had to repent and believe. 
The call to repent and believe is a reminder that the physical kingdom we look forward to cannot 



come until we first experience the spiritual transformation. The call of God to repent and believe 
always comes with the necessity of a choice and the nature of that choice means everything for 
eternity. To accept that call is to discover the greatest joy and peace available to mankind. 
Rejection of that invitation results in the greatest judgment that we can imagine. 

The call here to repent comes before the call to believe. The repentance required here is a change 
of mind about who God is, who Jesus is and what Jesus did on us on the Cross. As long as one 
thinks there is no God or that it doesn’t matter what you believe one will never believe. On a 
basic level repentance implies a change of direction or mind. Too often, however, we think of 
repentance as changing our behavior so we make a list of things that we know should be 
different. Repentance is, on a deeper level, a change of ones mind. Repentance begins when we 
see God differently, see His standards differently and see, therefore, the need to respond and 
behave differently.   

Jesus said we are to believe. Believing is taking God at His word. Believing is trusting that what 
the Bible says about God and Jesus is true. Believing is trusting that God will keep every 
promise He has made. Believing is trusting that we will spend eternity with God because He 
provided the way for us. 

The message Jesus delivered in Galilee became the message of the church. Read Acts 16:31 and 
Romans 10:9. 

Jesus began His ministry in Mark’s Gospel with a call to repent and believe so one can be a part 
of the kingdom He had come to establish. That will be followed by the call of Jesus to “follow” 
Him. That is always God’s order and plan for us. The moment one becomes a part of the 
kingdom via faith he is called to be a follower. In verses 16-20 we are told of the call that Jesus 
gave to His first 4 disciples. The call is introduced by telling us that Jesus was walking along the 
Sea of Galilee when He saw Simon and his brother casting nets. What did Jesus see in him? 
Jesus saw him as Peter a rock on which He would build His church. Fortunately, God does not 
see us as we see ourselves nor does He see others as we too often see them. I wonder if He saw 
him confess Jesus as the Messiah as recorded in Mark 8:29. I wonder if He saw Peter at the Last 
Supper declare he would never desert Him as recorded in Mark 14:14:29. I wonder if Jesus saw 
him deny Him three times as recorded in Mark 14:66ff. I wonder if He saw Simon preaching a 
sermon on the Day of Pentecost that lead to the conversion of 5000 or saw him sharing the 
gospel with the gentile Cornelius as recorded in Acts 10 and 11. God often sees in us what we 
cannot see ourselves and what those around us often fail to see. 

Mark wrote that Jesus said to Simon, “Come, follow me and I will send you out to fish for 
people.” The word “come” was most often used for a military command. If we have truly 
repented and believed, then Jesus is our Lord and has the right to command us to serve Him. We 
always have the option of saying “no” but it is never wise to tell a military commander “no” and 
it certainly isn’t wise to tell God that. 



Think about Who Jesus asked or commanded to follow Him. He did not approach anyone that 
the world would have suggested He select. The approach of the world would have been to go to 
the rabbinical school and get the best qualified men. The truth, however, is that God has never 
worried about calling the qualified but instead has promised to qualify all He calls. The first 4 He 
called were, in the eyes of the Jewish people, uneducated, uncouth Galilean fisherman with no 
future. God saw it otherwise. Jesus Himself nicknamed James and John “Sons of Thunder” 
because of their compulsive tendencies. They were explosive to say the least. But Jesus called 
them to follow Him. Too often we feel we aren’t capable of doing some task in the church that it 
seems God is leading us to do. God often does not ask us to do what we feel qualified to do but 
rather what we know we can only do if He equips us. He will use talents He has already given us 
but the moment we move from a talent to a spiritual gift and seek to use a talent for His glory we 
need His power.  

Peter was everything one could dream of as far as a worker in the Kingdom is concerned. 
Andrew was just the opposite. As outgoing and energetic as Peter was, Andrew appears to have 
been quiet and withdrawn. Peter the extrovert and Andrew the introvert were both called to serve 
Jesus. Peter preached to thousands while the only record we have of Andrew’s ministry is that of 
him bringing 3 separate individuals to Jesus, first his brother, then a little boy with some fish and 
bread and finally a Greek man who wanted to worship Jesus. Very different individuals and very 
different ministries but each has an equal reward in heaven because God only looks at 
faithfulness to the call He gives us.  

What were they doing when Jesus called them? They were working. God does not call the 
idle. The work of the Kingdom is demanding and those already idle are unlikely to be faithful in 
the demanding work expected of them. 

Jesus declared that the “kingdom had come” and because of that men should “repent and 
believe.” Then Jesus went on to call His first disciples using a pattern that He continues to use in 
His kingdom. All He calls He will equip and send out into a ministry specifically designed for 
each member of His church.  If we are faithful we will hear Him say, “Well done.” What more 
could we ever hope for? 


