
Mark 1:1Background:	

Mark was the first Gospel written and is the shortest. Using “immediately,” or “straightway,” 
his account of the life of Jesus moves quickly. Mark was writing in the midst of a crisis and it 
seems as if he couldn’t tell the story they needed to hear quickly enough. Most commentators 
agree that Mark was written to Christians living in Rome during the horrible persecution under 
Nero. Mark is really a pastoral letter to those Christians intended to remind them that Jesus, who 
is God, suffered as they were suffering and because of His suffering He understands what it is 
like for us when the world is against us. Mark’s message is needed today when continually we 
read of Christians who are persecuted and daily we face new challenges to our faith in a culture 
that wants us to believe our faith has no relevance. 

Outline:  Chapters 1-8 present Jesus as the promised Messiah based on His words and works. 
Chapters 9-16 detail the sacrificial death of Jesus and His glorious resurrection. The turning point 
is Mark 8:27-29. Read those verses. 

Read Mark 1:1 as his introduction to the Gospel. He wrote “The beginning.” One cannot read 
that and not think of Genesis 1:1 that introduces the Bible with “In the beginning.” Genesis 
depicts the beginning of creation. That creation was impacted by the entrance of sin and with that 
sin man’s ejection from the Garden and broken fellowship with God. Mark introduces the 
beginning of re-creation. Mark presented Jesus as God Himself who came to give His life so that 
fellowship might be restored and the Garden lost might be replaced with a new creation.  

Beginning also implies something else. It was the beginning of a new King and kingdom but it 
was only the beginning.  The “beginning” that Mark spoke of continues today and will go on 
until Jesus comes again. The Christians in Rome needed to hear that the story of faith and God’s 
power was not over at the ascension of Jesus but continues to each generation. They were being 
told the days of the church were numbered, and needed to hear that the church was only 
beginning. Today we hear that the days of the church are numbered because society has come of 
age, so that same message is important. Jesus declared that His church would stand forever and 
that even the gates of hell cannot stand against it. Groups such as ISIS, Boko Haram, radical 
Islam in Egypt and radical Hindus in India declare they will wipe out Christians. Mark reminds 
us that what Jesus came to do was to begin a community of believers who will continue to exist 
until He comes again.  

Mark went on to write that he was going to present “good news.” The question the first readers 
in Rome needed to know was what made Mark’s declaration that this “good news” was true. 
They had believed in Jesus and what had it gotten them? They had been persecuted in ways we 
cannot even imagine. Mark would reply, “It is good news because of who Jesus is, what He did 
for mankind, how He understands what we face each day, and what His resurrection proves 
beyond any doubt. It’s good news because it declares that death is not the end of the story 
because Jesus defeated death.” 



The Greek word Mark used was “evangelion,” which is usually translated “gospel,” means 
“good news.” The word had its origin in the arrival of an envoy of a winning army who declared 
the “evangelion” or good news of a victory. In time the word evolved under Rome into any 
announcement that a new emperor was either born or ascended to the throne, both of which were 
considered “evangelion,” or great news. The early church chose that word to declare that a true 
King and a true kingdom had come.  

Gospel was a very special word to the early Christians.  The Jewish Christians, who knew the 
Old Testament, knew that in the Greek translation of the Old Testament (LXX) the same word 
was used to describe the good news that God would send a Messiah or Anointed One who would 
establish an everlasting kingdom. Read Isaiah 40:9-10. Notice that twice the message given to 
Isaiah was described as “good news,” which was the same word that Mark used here. Mark 
wrote that the Good News he was presenting was that the Promised One had come. That was 
truly good news when Mark wrote it and it is truly good news for us today. 

The word “gospel” also had a special meaning to the gentile Christians in Rome. The word came 
to be associated with the announcement that a new person had been named emperor. The 
emperor was viewed by the Romans as a representative of, if not an actual, god. Gentile 
Christians would have recognized that the “good news” of Mark’s announcement was that God 
had truly come in the person of Jesus and He is the true ruler or sovereign, the one who set up a 
kingdom that will fulfill all of the dreams of mankind. His reign would stand in contrast to that 
of Rome.   

Who is the “King” the good news declared had come? Mark 1:1 introduced Him in three ways. 
He is Jesus, He is the Messiah or the Christ, He is the Son of God. 

First, the one who is “good news” is “Jesus.” That was His human name. It was the name the 
angel told Mary and Joseph they should give Him. Matthew 1:21 reads, “you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Jesus is the Greek form of 
the Hebrew “Joshua” and means “Yahweh is salvation.” 

Introducing the good news as starting with Jesus also introduces the reigning King as one who 
was one of us and lived as a real human. His conception was miraculous but everything else 
about Him was human just like us, although as He lived like us He did not sin as we do. The 
importance of His humanity was a vital part of the “good news.” To be our Savior, He had to be 
one of us. Only a true man could take the sins of man upon Himself and pay the penalty of our 
sin. In addition, because He was the same as us, He understands the ways we are tempted, the 
ways we hurt, the fears we face as well as the joys, desires and the dreams that are ours. That 
message was especially important to suffering Christians in Rome and should be especially 
important to us as we seek to continue to maintain our faith in a world that is increasingly 
opposed to biblical truth. Jesus knows what it is like to be mocked and denied. He experienced it 
all. 



The truth that Mark wanted to communicate to the world is, however, so much larger than the 
fact that Jesus was an historical man. Jesus was also “the Christ.” When the Bible presents Him 
as the “Jesus Christ” it is not giving us His first and last name. Jesus is His only name and 
“Christ” is His title. “Christ” is the Greek for the Hebrew “Messiah” which meant “anointed.” 
The term “anointed” was initially used in the Old Testament as a way of designating someone 
specifically appointed with oil to an office. Priests and prophets were anointed to their 
responsibilities. Later, kings were also anointed to their office. When God promised to anoint His 
King, it was with the understanding that the anointed one would rule on His behalf. The prophets 
went on to fill in details, as God revealed more and more to them about how the Anointed One 
or Messiah would rule. He would have absolute power and rule in total justice. Rome thought it 
had absolute power but Rome had nothing like that which the Anointed King of kings has. 
Rome declared that whatever it decreed as a law was just and must be obeyed. When the emperor 
ordered Christians destroyed, he assumed he was justified. Mark reminded the Christians that 
only the Messiah would rule with true justice and therefore the actions of Rome were not the end 
of the story. 

Not only does the Anointed One rule justly, He has committed Himself to caring for oppressed, 
for those hurting and those who are less fortunate. He has promised to care for the widows and 
orphans, for the needy of society. When the Roman government tortured or killed a Christian the 
Messiah not only knew but cared. 

Finally, Mark introduced Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus is called the “Son of God” four more 
times in Mark. Once by God the Father Himself, twice by demons who recognized Him, and 
once by a Roman Centurion at His crucifixion. The world may have difficulty accepting that 
Jesus is God but those who really know Him acknowledge that truth. 

Mark told the Christians in Rome, and through them us, that the message of the church is “good 
news.” It truly is good news, good news for us and good news to share with the world around us. 
We can depend upon Jesus, not because of who we are but because who He is and what He did 
for us.  


