
Mark 1:2-13 Baptism and Temptation 

Mark 1:1 presents a message that is rightfully called “Good News.” Mark said that the “good 
news” was about Jesus who was the promised Messiah, Christ or anointed one and He was the 
Son of God. Read Mark 1:2-3. Mark quoted Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3. 

There are several reasons for the use of prophecy but the primary purpose was not to prove our 
faith is legitimate, although it is incredible that anyone can study the prophecies about Jesus and 
not see in their fulfillment a reason to believe. There are, by some estimates, as many as 300 
prophecies concerning the life of Jesus with at least 60 that anyone agrees are prophetic. Josh 
McDowell, in his book Evidence for Faith, wrote that statistically the odds of just 8 of those 
prophecies being fulfilled in one person is 1 X 10 to the 17th power. Our faith should be 
strengthened as we recognize the witness of fulfilled prophecy.   

One reason for God giving us prophecy is to ensure that we would not miss exactly who the 
promised one was. When you read the prophecies, you must conclude that Jesus, and only Jesus, 
fulfilled all of the conditions set forth in the Old Testament for the Messiah. One of the most 
difficult truths to convince individuals of today is the uniqueness of Christianity because of the 
uniqueness of the Jesus and of the statements He made. Our society has a difficult time with 
Jesus declaring, as He did in John 14:6, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” Too many say anyone might have been the Messiah 
or there could easily be more than one, so for Jesus to claim exclusiveness or uniqueness is 
wrong. But if Jesus is the only one to fulfill the prophecies of God that is a different matter.  

I am sure that Mark was primarily interested in fulfilled prophecy because it assures us that God 
had a plan and every detail of that plan has been in place from the foundation of the earth. The 
Christians in Rome in Mark’s day had to have wondered if God had any idea what they were 
facing each day and perhaps if He could do anything about it. We wonder the same thing when 
society seems to be out of control. The fulfillment of prophecy stands as a testimony to God’s 
plan for man and His control of history in such a way as to ensure that His plan would work itself 
exactly as He desired. Nothing that comes our way is outside of either the plan or permissive will 
of God and in the end, just as He promised, everything will ultimately work together for our 
good and His glory. 

Read Mark 1:4-6. Everything about John’s ministry, from his location in the wilderness, to the 
food he ate and the dress he wore, depicted a prophet. His dress and lifestyle was patterned after 
that of Elijah as seen in II Kings 1:8. Like John the Baptist, Elijah called Israel to repentance. 
Both men declared that the culture of their day was sinful and the people needed to repent.  

John had a couple of new twists. He declared that the people needed to repent because the 
Messiah was about to make His appearance and people needed to prepare for it. John also called 
on the people to be baptized.  Jews had never been involved in baptism. Baptism was for 
Gentiles as a symbol of conversion to Judaism but Jews themselves were never baptized. John 



was saying that, as Gentiles needed to be baptized as a symbol of conversion, everyone needed to 
be baptized as a symbol of their conversion to a totally new kingdom, the kingdom of God. 
John’s expectation, which would become the church’s expectation, was that if one wanted to be 
in the new kingdom one should live differently. Too often Christians look exactly like the world 
and then wonder why the world has no interest in their faith. The Christians in Rome stood out as 
those who were radically different and because of that they were hunted down and persecuted. It 
would have been easy to decide that if they acted a little more like others they would be safe. 
Mark wanted them to know that Christians are always supposed to be different.   

Mark went on to declare a message that would become especially meaningful to Christians. He 
declared in verse 8, “I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
That is a precious promise that presents so much more than a quick look might reveal. It refers, 
of course, to the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon believers. Deeper than that, 
however, is the realization that, for the Holy Spirit to indwell man, man had to be cleansed of sin. 
The Holy Spirit cannot indwell sinful beings. Wrapped up in that statement is the truth that Jesus 
was going to take our sins upon Himself so that when we accept that which He provided for on 
the Cross we will stand before God in His righteousness. That enables God to take up residence 
in us in the person of the Holy Spirit. Consider what that means to us. His presence is the 
assurance that we belong to God and the power to live as He would have us live. The Holy Spirit 
enables us to know God’s will for us and to walk as those whose citizenship is that of a heavenly 
kingdom. 

Mark went on in in verses 9-13 to write that Jesus came to John to be baptized. As usual, Mark’s 
account is the abbreviated one with Matthew and Luke filling in a lot of the details. Mark is in 
too much of a hurry to tell us more about Jesus to slow down here. Matthew wrote that John 
initially said he was not worthy to baptize Jesus, but Jesus told him to do it. Matthew wrote, 
“Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15) John was calling men and women to repentance and then to 
baptism as a sign of that repentance and a willingness to be associated with the new kingdom 
that God was going to establish. Jesus was without sin so He had no reason to repent and and be 
baptized. But Jesus told John that He was to be baptized so as to fully participate in the activities 
of man. He was one of us and went through all the religious experiences we face.  

The significant aspect of Jesus’ baptism was what followed. Read Mark 1:10-11.   

Don’t miss the fact that the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus. Jesus, as just a man, was incapable of 
any of the things we think about when we think about Him. For example, Jesus, as a man, could 
not perform miracles. Study sometime the miracles of Jesus and see how many times He asked 
God the Father to do it. All the miracles that Jesus performed were performed by the Holy Spirit 
who was within Him. A mere man, even a perfect man, could not heal the sick, give sight to the 
blind or give orders to demons who must obey. It is not easy for us to picture Jesus as merely one 
of us considering all He did. The Apostle Paul explained Jesus in I Corinthians as a being like 



Adam was before he sinned. Jesus was just as human as Adam but He chose not to sin. Read I 
Corinthians 15:45. The presence of the Holy Spirit within Him was critical to His ministry 
among us. We have that same Holy Spirit within us and, therefore the same power available to 
us.  

Mark went on say he heard God the Father declare “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 
am well pleased.” Jesus was like us but He was a second Adam. The first Adam was not God 
but Jesus was. When He chose to become one of us He laid aside the rights of His deity for a 
time. Read Paul’s explanation in Philippians 6:6-7. Mark wrote that God was pleased with Jesus 
because Jesus was being obedient to that which God wanted. God is pleased with all of us when 
we do that which is His desire for us.  

Mark moved on to tell us that Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. Matthew 
fills in many details but Mark wants us to know that, like us, Jesus was seriously tempted as we 
are. Mark makes it very clear, by his use of the Greek, that for the entire time Jesus was in the 
wilderness Satan was tempting Him in a variety of ways. Read Hebrews 4:15, and I Corinthians 
10:13. Because we have the Holy Spirit within we don’t have to fall prey to sin.  

Matthew tells us that Jesus answered the temptations by quoting Scripture so at least one 
component to avoiding temptation is to know God’s Word since the Holy Spirit works through 
that in our hearts and minds to enable us to overcome sin. 

Mark was anxious to tell us about Jesus and His call upon us to be His disciples regardless of the 
cost. Mark wanted us to understand the power Jesus had because the Holy Spirit was upon Him. 
Jesus was one of us, at least like the first Adam. He had the Holy Spirit just as we do if we 
belong to Jesus by faith. Jesus was tempted in every way as we are, yet resisted even as we can 
with the Spirit’s help. The more real Jesus is to each of us the easier it is to love Him and develop 
fellowship with Him. 


