
Jesus, the Light of the World 	

As Christians celebrated Christmas, Jews were celebrating Hanukkah. Hanukkah is a Jewish 
festival that does not have its origin in the Old Testament. The word “Hanukkah” literally means 
“dedication.” The origin of Hanukkah comes from that period between Malachi and Matthew, the 
400-year intertestamental period. Initially during that period, the Jews could practice their faith. 
That changed drastically about 175 years before Jesus. A Syrian king decided to unite his failing 
kingdom by forcing complete Hellenization on the Jews. To destroy their national identity, he 
attacked their religious practices, forbidding such things as the circumcision of children, the 
keeping of dietary laws and observance of festivals including the Sabbath. He destroyed as many 
copies of the scriptures as he could find. He entered the temple in Jerusalem and desecrated it. 
He took the golden items as his own, erected a statue of Zeus, and sacrificed a pig on the altar. 
He poured the broth of the pig on the scrolls and on the altar and tore down the veil that 
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.  

A revolt started, led by a man named Judas Maccabeus. Troops were sent to quell the 
rebellion. Judas Maccabeus was faced with an army 13 times as large as his but with God’s 
help they won. They determined they would go next to Jerusalem and take back the temple. 
When they arrived in the city they were shocked at the condition of the temple. The doors 
were burnt, the veil gone, weeds had taken over the courtyard as another indication of 
neglect. Judas Maccabeus and his troops set out to restore it. Exactly 3 years to the day 
after it was desecrated, the temple was re-dedicated to Jehovah. Judas’ brother Judah 
decreed that a festival should be instituted and observed every year in remembrance of the 
restoration of the temple and worship. The festival was to last for 8 days. Thus, the origin 
of Hanukkah!  

Festival of lights: A major part of Hanukkah is the lighting of a 9-stem menorah. 
This practice is rooted in a story that has minimal historical foundation but is a vital 
part of the celebration. According to the story, the Maccabees set out to restore the 
temple so it could be used for worship. On the anniversary of its desecration they 
were sufficiently far along to be able to dedicate it with one exception, there was an 
inadequate supply of the special oil needed for the candles in the Holy Place. They 
found one vial of it, which was designed to last one day. They decided to use it for 
the dedication, which they did. The story says that the oil did not burn up for 8 
days, the length of time needed to produce more of the special oil. The celebration 
of Hanukkah, or the Festival of Lights, lasts for 8 days with lights as a part of the 
remembrance. 

So, what does that have to do with Christmas? John, in his Gospel, used the imagery 
of light as his Christmas story. Read John 1:4-5. Not only did John describe Jesus as 
“light” but Jesus Himself, according to John 8:12, said He was “the Light of the 
world.” When Jesus was born, angels announced to shepherds that the Savior had 
come and Luke tells us that when they made that announcement the “Glory of the 
Lord shown all around.”  



When Simeon who took Jesus into his arms in the temple he declared that this child 
was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” That reflects the promise of God to 
Isaiah in 9:2. Read that verse.  

In claiming to be the Light of the World, Jesus was verifying one of the central 
truths of Christmas. The baby in a manger was God Himself who had chosen to take 
upon Himself our likeness so He could be our redeemer. In claiming to be “light’ 
the Jewish leaders understood that Jesus was declaring that He was God and there 
was very strong reaction to that claim. The Old Testament is filled with imagery of 
God as light. It was the pillar of fire or light that lead the people of Israel in the 
wilderness. The Psalmists declared in places like Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my 
light.” Isaiah wrote, “The Lord will be your everlasting light” (Isaiah 60:19). By 
the time of Jesus, the rabbis had declared that one of the names of the promised 
Messiah would be light. When they heard Jesus declare Himself to be light, they 
knew He was claiming to be both God and the Messiah.  

The one whose birth we celebrate at Christmas was/is the eternal, creator God. 
While we look with wonder at a baby in a manger, let’s allow Him to be our light in 
the year ahead.  

In addition to identifying the baby in the manger as God, the symbolism of light can 
help us picture many of the blessings Jesus came to earth to provide for us. For 
example, light is essential to life and Jesus came to give us both life abundant and 
life eternal. One of the Christmas songs asks, “Why can’t it be Christmas all year 
long?” The message of Christmas is that Jesus came to make all year long better 
than Christmas. Jesus came to make every day abundant in God. 

Light is essential to seeing where we are going. As the Light of the world, Jesus 
came to show us both the way to God and the way to live for Him each day. 

The context of Jesus’ “I Am” statement in John 7 says Jesus had gone to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. That was an annual celebration of when the 
Israelites were in the wilderness and lived in tents. God supplied all their needs 
There were two parts to that festival in Jesus’ day. One was pouring water over a 
rock to commemorate the provision of God for water in the wilderness. Jesus, whose 
birth we celebrate at Christmas, declared that He alone provides water that will 
keep one from ever thirsting again.  

The second part of the commemoration was the remembrance of how they were led 
by the fire of God as they moved about. Jesus was standing in the courtyard where 
woman gathered to worship. A central feature of that courtyard was huge 
candelabras that were lit to depict the light of God that had led them in the 



wilderness. Jesus should not be remembered simply as a baby in a manger but as the 
one who is the light that will lead us each day if we allow him to.  

Jesus came to Bethlehem to give us spiritual light. Christmas will take on an even 
deeper meaning if we use it as a reminder that in the year ahead we need to light up 
our spiritual lives with constant reminders of Him. We must not leave Jesus in the 
manger until next Christmas but take Him with us each day. We need to be in His 
Word so we have His Word in our hearts so it will keep us from falling into sin. 
Jesus said in John 8 that whoever followed Him would not walk in darkness. Read 
Psalm 119: 105. Christmas reminds us that we do not have to stumble through life 
wondering what will happen next year or how we will face the next crisis that will 
inevitably come. Those who fail to see the real meaning of God coming to earth as a 
man so He could become our Savior and light have their eyes blinded to the real 
message delivered to the shepherds.  

Light dispels darkness. A simple flashlight turned on at night illuminates the 
house. That is also true in the spiritual realm. When the light of God, born in 
Bethlehem, comes into a life the darkness of sin is vanished. He makes a difference. 
In spiritual realm darkness still exists but the day will come when the Jesus who 
came the first time to a manger returns on the clouds of glory to reign forever. Then 
there will be no more darkness of any kind. In heaven, we will not need external 
lights for He is the light of heaven and all sin, all the darkness of sin will be gone 
forever. Meantime we are called upon to separate ourselves from the darkness of 
sin. Read John 1:5. Our walk ought to be guided by His light even as the Wise Men 
were led by the light of a star God provided them.  

At this time of year two of the world’s truly great religions are celebrating light. 
One is celebrating the light in the temple 2000 years ago, in the temple designed to 
provide a place of sacrifice for the sins of man. The other celebrating the coming of 
the true light that came to provide the once for all sacrifice that would make the 
temple obsolete. The Messiah has come and we celebrate His birth because He came 
to be our light. 

Remember also that Jesus, who was born to be our light, declared that when we 
make Him our light we become His light in the world. We have no light in ourselves 
but once His light has touched us, we become His lights. Jesus said we were to 
reflect Him to all. In this season of many lights, how brightly are we shining?	


