
 The Ministry in Ephesus 19:8-20 and 19:23-27. 

Paul was in Ephesus as a part of his 3rd missionary journey. Two significant events occurred 
during Paul’s two-year ministry there. The first in 19:8-20 involved casting out demons. The 
second in 19:23-27 involved a riot over the loss of income by silversmiths because Christians 
would not buy products dedicated to false gods. 

Luke introduced the first event by telling us that Paul was teaching in the synagogue until the 
leaders of the synagogue drove him away. Paul moved to a lecture hall where he preached Jesus 
for 2 years.  

The setting for the next event is found in Acts 19: 11-12 Read them.  

The focus will be on casting out of demons. The Bible says that, before the creation of man, God 
created the angelic world. In Isaiah. 14:12-17 we read that an angel, identified as “O Morning 
Star,” rebelled against God. He persuaded a third of the angelic world to join him in that 
rebellion. The angel identified as the Morning Star became Satan. The myriads of angels that 
joined him are identified as demons. Ultimately Satan and all those fallen angels or demons will 
be punished by being confined in hell. Currently many demons are confined in what the Bible 
calls a prison but many are free to roam the earth. Scripture depicts them as desiring to inhabit 
something. Some inhabit animals as seen in the legion of demons that Jesus cast out of pigs in 
Matthew 8. Others have chosen to inhabit men and women. When they inhabit an individual they 
wreak havoc in that individual’s life. The Bible records a number of such incidents when Jesus 
commanded the demons to leave an individual. Paul was given the spiritual power to command, 
in the name of Jesus, demons to leave.  

History records that at the time of Paul some Jews had that same power but some, who did not 
have that spiritual power traveled about trying to make money by offering to do it anyway. Some 
of those false exorcists came to Ephesus and tried to duplicate what Paul could do. Read verse 
13-15. 

Suddenly the Christians of Ephesus realized just how dangerous the demonic world can be. I 
suspect the attitude of many was the same as today. In their minds they knew anything associated 
with Satan was wrong, but they probably thought that was only for those who did not believe in 
Jesus. It is easy to know the truth that the Holy Spirit in us is greater than the demonic world. 
That is totally true but that does not mean we can play with sin and not get beaten up. 

It is easy to pass off dabbling in those things that seek to make known the future. Too many 
Christians follow the daily horoscope because it is “just interesting to see what it says.” Some 
play with the Ouija board, again because some people say that it can tell the truth and it would be 
fun to see if it can. Some Christians dabble in tarot cards and even fortunetelling because they 
want to know something about the future. There are only two sources of information about the 



future. One is God who knows it all and has assured us He will tell us everything we need to 
know. The other source is Satanic and the Satanic world, who while knowing some things about 
the future have limited knowledge. Why seek knowledge when God, in His love and wisdom, 
has determined to give us all we need to know? There are two problems with seeking knowledge 
from Satanic sources. First, the Christian life is to be lived by faith, not by knowledge gained 
from Satan. The second problem with dabbling in Satanic things is we open ourselves up to the 
control of Satan over a part of our lives. Satan is never interested in just a part. 

Do we always get stung when we play with sin? No. At lease it appears we get away with it, at 
least for a time. Then it catches up to you either in hurt or in lost fellowship with God. That is the 
way it is when we dabble in the occult or any kind of sin. 

The early Christians dabbling in occult activity, realized they could not play with sin. Read 
verses 18-19. They threw away their horoscope books, their tarot cards, canceled their visits to 
fortunetellers. It was costly, very costly, but it was worth it. They broke with sin. Read I 
Corinthians 6:8; I Corinthians 10:14; I Timothy 6:11and James 4:7.  

The main point is very simple. If we play with sin of any kind, be it the occults or any other thing 
we have been told is wrong, ultimately we will be hurt. The only way to avoid that is to “burn” 
those things we have no right being a part of, be it web sites we should not be on, TV programs 
we should not be watching, magazines we should be reading, places we should not be visiting or 
friends that are taking us in the wrong direction. Don’t play with sin, instead flee from it. 

According to Acts 19: 21 Paul then headed to Jerusalem, ministering along the way in a variety 
of towns. Meanwhile, back in Ephesus the commitment of the Christians who fled sin had a 
tremendous impact on the community. Christians who are truly different because they are living 
what they believe will always impact others. More and more individuals made commitments to 
Jesus and put away their old ways. Society began to change. The only way to change society is to 
introduce people to Jesus and show them what a true Christian life is all about. 

Acts 19:24 tells us a silversmith named Demetrius called fellow silversmiths together to talk 
about the impact the Christians were making on their businesses because they were no longer 
buying their silver idols. Read what Demetrius said in Acts19:25-26.  

Demetrius was a great politician but a lousy entrepreneur. A good entrepreneur would have 
known there is money to be made in making silver crosses instead of silver idols. He was, 
however, a good politician. Notice he told his fellow craftsmen that the real issue was not money. 
He said the real issue was that the Christians were discrediting their goddess. In good political 
form he exaggerated just a bit and said Artemis was not only worshipped throughout the 
province but throughout the whole world.  



Today the sin industry is big business but what you hear when you object to any part of it is that 
we cannot interfere with our freedom to say what we want and do what we want.  They say 
neither you nor government has no right to object. It is our freedom.  

I have a suggestion of one significant way to deal with sin. Hit those who promote it in their 
wallets. For example, if all Americans who call themselves Christian refused to accept the Super 
Bowl half-time program because of its affront to Christian values and turned their TV’s off for 
the 15 plus minutes the ratings for that time would go down. Advertisers who are paying $5 
million dollars per half minute would pull their ads. That would hurt the network significantly 
and I can assure you within a year or two they would present a program that Christians could be 
proud to watch. The same principle is true for all TV shows that violate our Christian standards. 
If everyone who names the name of Jesus turned their TVs off and said it is not acceptable to 
show scenes or portray a philosophy that is contrary to our faith, then sponsorship would drop 
and the networks would soon change. They are motivated by money just as the silversmiths 
were. If as Christians we refuse to purchase from companies that promote activities that violate 
our Christian faith they would stop. Initially they would say it is their freedom but when their 
wallets become thinner they will change.  

Will our few votes matter? Probably not if we are the only ones speaking out but if we begin and 
encourage other Christians to follow suit, who knows what we can accomplish. Learn from the 
early church that refused to support the idol making business. We may cause an initial riot but in 
time we can make a difference.  

The two incidences in Acts 19 tell us that we should have no part of sinful activities. It is not the 
right of sinners to disobey God but it is our responsibility to flee all forms of sin. Hit the sin 
business where it hurts and see what happens. Our lives will be better if we say no to sin and 
society will be better if those who promote smut do not have an audience to make money off 
they will close down. 


