
Chrismons Tree 

Our Christmas tree is patterned after the Chrismons Tree found in many churches. The term 
“Chrismons” is copyrighted by the Ascension Lutheran Church of Danville, VA.  The name was 
given to them by Mrs. Frances Spencer, who originated the concept and brought it to fruition in 
that church in 1957.  The name comes from the combination of two words, “Christ” and 
“monograms” which is another name for symbols. The symbols represent a variety of biblical 
and theological concepts. 

Symbols have always been a part of the Christian church. Initially many symbols were used to 
identify Christians. Later they were used to instruct Christians who could not read and more 
recently they have become reminders of important doctrines or teachings of the church.  

Christmas tree: It seems strange to call the Christmas tree a Christian symbol but its origin is 
found in the worship of the church. The choice of the fir tree was made because it represented 
life and Jesus came that we might have life and might have it more abundantly. 
Common church symbols that we use/see often include the Cross that obviously 
reminds us of the death of Jesus for us. Many Christians use the fish symbol. Its most 
common meaning comes from an acrostic consisting of the initial letters of five Greek words 
forming the word for fish (Ichthys). The English equivalent of those Greek words is Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Savior. 

Baby/manger: This reminds us not only of the birth of our Savior but of the importance of 
keeping Jesus at the heart of our Christmas worship and celebration. He came to save us from 
our sin. God so loved us He gave His Son so we might live. Following His example of giving we 
give to others at this time of year.  

Lamb: The central part of Jewish worship was the sacrifice of a lamb for their sins.  In John 1:29 
Jesus is called the lamb of God because He will take away our sins. At Christmas time this 
symbol reminds us that Christmas is only half of the Christian message. The other vital part is 
Good Friday and Easter. Christmas draws its meaning from the sacrifice of Jesus for our sins. 
  
Angel:  It was God’s angels who sang to the glory of God when God announced to the shepherds 
that unto them a Savior had been born. God declared that this announcement was “good news” 
and indeed that is what the message of Christmas is all about. A Savior has been born. 

Star: It was a star that led the magi or wise men to Jesus and reminds us that God led us to Him. 
God continually seeks to lead us closer to the Savior. In Christendom there are dozens of 
variations on the star but all point to the same special announcement of God. 

Heart:  In Christian teaching the heart represents the emotional part of man that enables him to 
commit himself to God, to love God and to love doing what He asks him to do. The heart also 
reminds us that as Christians we are to love others since we must love that which our heavenly 
Father loves. 



Lamp: Jesus is the light of the world. In ancient times the world was lit via lamps. Jesus is the 
light that illuminates the truth of God and the way to live. 

Chalice: This symbol reminds us of the communion service in which we remember the broken 
body and shed blood of Jesus. It speaks of God’s love and provision for our sins. It is a symbol of 
forgiveness. 

Dove: The dove has a dual symbol in Christianity. First it represents the Holy Spirit as He 
descended upon Jesus at His baptism. Second, God has given the Holy Spirit to all believers as a 
demonstration of all He will yet do for His children. It also reminds us that He has given us the 
power to love Him and serve Him. The dove is also a symbol of peace; the peace God gives to us 
and the peaceful life we are to live. 

Candle/ Lamp: The candle reminds us of two important Christian truths. Jesus declared that He 
was the light of the world and that without Him we walk in darkness. The candle also reminds us 
that as we reflect God in our lives He uses us to be lights in this dark world and we must not hide 
our light from those around us. 

Crown: This symbol reminds us that Jesus is the King of Kings and as His followers we believe 
He is ruler not only over the world in general but our lives in particular. 

Symbols of the Trinity: The church has a variety of different symbols designed to remind us 
that God is three in one, He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Generally 
the various symbols depict three interlocking equal circles intended to show first the eternal 
nature of God (circles with no beginning or ending) and the equality of them. They are 
interwoven to prohibit separating them even as we think about the various ministries of each 
member. 

Scroll/Ten Commandments: The scroll reminds us of God’s Word. God’s Word tells us why the 
birth of Jesus was necessary. It also predicted so much about His promised coming that there 
could be no mistaking His identity. The Word of God also tells us how we are to live as those 
who have made the Jesus of the manger the Lord of our lives.  

Clam/Scallop:  This symbol speaks of the baptism of Jesus and became a symbol of those 
pilgrims who traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate in the festivals there. The shell was used to scoop 
water from the streams as they made that journey. To many today the shell is a symbol of our 
pilgrimage in the Christian life. 

Anchor: A common symbol of Christians is an anchor that reminds us that when our lives are 
anchored in the provisions and promises of God they are secure and will not be driven by every 
wind of change that comes along. 



Butterfly: The butterfly is a perfect symbol of the transformation that takes place in a life when 
one becomes a genuine Christian via faith in Jesus and His provision on the Cross. In Jesus, all 
things become new. It also reminds Christians of the total transformation that will be ours when 
Jesus comes again and we are given new, resurrected bodies. 

Praying hands: This symbol reminds us of the blessing that is ours to be able to talk to the 
creator of the universe and reminds us of the importance of making prayer a vital part of our 
lives. 

Keys: This symbol speaks of the ministry of the church in the world as it shares the good news 
that there is a way to open the door to heaven and it is via faith in Jesus. 

Alpha and Omega: These Greek letters are the first and last in their alphabet and remind us that 
Jesus used this imagery to speak of Himself as the all inclusive first and last. 

 Harp: With the harp, we are reminded that the church is to be a church at worship. We are to lift 
our voices to God in praise for who He is and all He has done. 

Lion: Based on Revelation 5:5 that describes Jesus as “the Lion of the tribe of Judah.” The lion 
represents courage and power as well as kingship. This is a fitting picture of Jesus as King of 
Kings. 

Staff: The staff is associated with the shepherd. The shepherd’s staff was used to guide sheep as 
they went to pasture and to draw back a sheep that might go astray. Shepherds were the first to 
visit the new born Jesus. Jesus declared that He was the Good Shepherd. 

Cross: A reminder of the reason Jesus was born. He came to die for our sins. He came to be our 
Savior. 


