
Paul in Thessalonica Acts 17:1-9 

Birth to Conversion: Paul was born in the city of Tarsus and given the Jewish name of Saul. He 
was raised in the strictest of Jewish traditions and did everything humanly possible to please 
God. He studied in Jerusalem under Gamaliel (Acts 5:34), one of the leading teachers of his day. 
Among other activities in the years following those studies Saul/Paul was present at the stoning 
of Stephen. He committed himself to the persecution of Christians whom he believed were 
heretics for preaching that Jesus was the Messiah. As a part of that persecution he received 
permission from the High Priest to continue his persecution in Damascus (Acts 9:1-2). On his 
way to that city Jesus appeared to him and his life was changed forever by that encounter. 

Immediately following his conversion: He returned to preach Jesus in Damascus, the very city 
he was going to persecute Christians. His life was threatened there and he was forced to flee 
(Acts 9:19-25). He then went to Arabia and spent 3 years there studying the Old Testament and 
its relationship to the teachings of Jesus (Galatians 1:11-18). Returning to Jerusalem Paul was 
introduced to the apostles by Barnabas (Acts 9:26-29). He then returned to his home in Tarsus 
and ministered in that area (Acts 9:30) Paul spent the next few years there (possibly 4 years) 
until Barnabas, who was ministering in Antioch of Syria, went and brought him back to help in 
the ministry there (Acts 11:25, 26). 

Paul’s First Missionary Journey: Paul and Barnabas were called of God and commissioned by 
the church to be missionaries (Acts 13:1-3). Their ministry began on the Island of Cyprus where 
Barnabas had been born and grew up. They began in the synagogues and traveled across the 
island to the capital city of Paphos. There they had the opportunity to share the gospel with the 
Roman governor (Acts 13:6-12). They then left by ship for the mainland. John Mark left them 
and returned to Jerusalem as the rest of the team went on to Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:13). In 
Acts 13:16-41 we have one of the few recorded sermons of Paul. Persecution broke out and Paul 
and Barnabas fled to Iconium (Acts 13:49-14:5). Persecution broke out again so they fled to 
Lystra and Derbe (Acts 14:5-20). From there they began a trip back to Antioch in Syria, 
revisiting many of the churches that were begun during that first missionary journey (Acts 
14:21-28). 

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey: After returning to Antioch Paul was involved in the 
ministry of that church and then traveled to Jerusalem for the council that declared a Gentile did 
not need to first become a Jew to become a Christian. In Acts 15:36 we are told that Paul and 
Barnabas decided to go on a second missionary journey. Those two disagreed on taking Mark 
with them so Paul teamed up with Silas for that journey (Acts 15:36-41). Paul and Silas began 
that journey by traveling north along the coast of modern day Asia Minor, revisiting some of the 
churches begun on his first journey. In Lystra Paul met a young Timothy who not only joined 
him on that journey but became a faithful co-worker of Paul throughout the years that followed 
(Acts 16:1-5). Paul wanted to continue through Asia Minor but he received a vision of man from 
Macedonia urging him to come to that region of Greece. After that vision, Paul and his team 
crossed over into what we know today as Europe (Acts 16:6-10).  



The first city they spent time in in Macedonia was Philippi where Paul first met Lydia, the dealer 
in purple dyes, who agreed to care for him and his team while in the city. Imprisoned there, Paul 
and Silas sang hymns and praised God. God sent an earthquake and they were freed. The jailer 
was about to commit suicide when Paul stopped him with the word that no one had fled. The 
Philippian jailer asked what he had to do to be saved and Paul answered, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  

From there Paul and his team went to Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9). The trip to Thessalonica is 
approximately 100 miles. Paul and his team passed through several cities, apparently without 
stopping, on their way to Thessalonica. Luke does not tell us why he chose not to stay but it 
probably had to do with the size of the Jewish population in them and the presence of a 
synagogue in which to begin ministry. 
Read Acts 17:1-9. Consider Paul’s approach to presenting Jesus. Read I Peter 3:15. Paul’s 
ministry in Thessalonica gives us an example to follow in sharing the hope that is within. 

First, Paul, “reasoned with them from the Scriptures.” The word “reasoned” was used to 
describe dialogue. Paul’s approach was to open up a passage of Scripture and instead of 
preaching he interacted with them on its meaning. He was dialoguing with those who knew 
Scripture. A slightly different approach may be necessary in our culture that is biblically 
illiterate. Our most powerful tool in sharing Jesus is God’s Word. A few verses to read and 
memorize are: John 3:16, Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23 and Acts 16:31. Your testimony can 
easily fall on deaf ears or be quickly forgotten but read Isaiah 55:11 to see the promise of God 
regarding His Word.  

Read verse 3.  Second, the word “explaining” literally means to open their eyes so they could 
see clearly. The same word is used in Luke 24:31-32 to describe the response of the men on the 
road to Emmaus as Jesus walked with them and taught them the scriptures about what would 
happen to Him. What Luke was saying is that Paul shared the gospel simply so they could 
understand it. It is too easy for Christians to over complicate the gospel. We have to avoid 
theological terms that we know but others have no idea what they mean. Don’t minimize your 
knowledge of Scripture or your grasp of theology but use that for personal growth and keep it 
simple when you share with others.  

Third, Luke described Paul’s preaching as proving. Luke tells us that Paul was presenting 
evidence that the Jesus of whom he spoke was the Messiah of the Old Testament. The challenge 
is to use God’s Word and our personal experience in Jesus to show the message of the Bible is 
not outdated and has relevance to today. It meets our deepest needs, answers our most basic 
questions, and provides hope in the midst of our uncertainty. 

Verse 4 tells us that some Jews believed and many God-fearing Greeks, that is Greeks who 
attended the synagogue because they had come to understand that the God of the Old Testament 



was the creator of all things and the one to whom they were ultimately responsible. Read I 
Thessalonians 1:5-7.  

Read Acts 17: 5-6. The NIV says they rounded up some bad characters. Lightfoot in his 
translation calls them “bums.” Thessalonica was a sea port with lots of unsavory characters 
working on the docks or as we would call them today, longshoremen. Not the guys you want to 
mess with.  

They rushed to Jason’s house but not finding Paul and Silas there they dragged Jason and some 
other believers who were at his house before the city officials. They accused them of supporting 
Paul and Silas and of violating the laws of Rome by saying Jesus was King. Jason was required 
to post a bond insuring that Paul and Silas would desist from their preaching. Verse 10 tells us 
that Paul and Silas left for Berea.  

What is particularly interesting is the accusation they made against the Christians. They said, 
according to verse 6, “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come 
here.” The King James translation really captures what they were saying with “These men have 
turned the world upside down.”  What an accusation against the church. The early church was 
changing society, not via legislation but by changing one life at a time. Only a spiritual revival 
leading to changed lives will change our country. 

The crowd was wrong in a significant way. They were not turning the world upside down; they 
were turning it right side up. Ever since sin entered our world we have been upside down, calling 
evil good and claiming the right to live as we want even when what we want is contrary to God’s 
Word. We live in an upside down world that desperately needs to be rightened. America 
desperately needs the church to get out of the political business and preach what Paul preached in 
Thessalonica, Jesus, crucified, dead, buried, raised from the dead and coming again. Jesus is the 
only hope man has for righting his sinful nature and being made right with Jesus again. 


