
 Paul in Corinth Acts 18:1-17 
Paul was ministering in Thessalonica. Persecution broke out and Paul and Silas were forced to 
flee to Berea, about 55 miles away. The ministry initially went well but then some of the Jews in 
Thessalonica heard that Paul was there so they sent a delegation to stir things up there. Paul was 
forced to flee again and eventually ended up in Athens. After a very unique sermon he left for 
Corinth. 

Corinth was a fascinating and very different city than any Paul had ministered in to that point. 
Until then the places Paul visited were relatively small. Corinth had as many as half a million 
people. It was one of the three most important cities in Rome and its 4th largest.   

Located on the narrow Corinthian isthmus it was a major crossroads for travelers and traders. 
Corinth was located in a position that controlled all of the trade going north and south in Greece. 
Corinth had two harbors, one on each side of the isthmus. Goods were transported across the 4-
mile isthmus on a stone road sufficient for smaller ships to actually be dragged across from one 
side to the other. If a ship was too big to be taken across, the goods of one ship were unloaded 
and hauled across to a ship on the opposite side, saving a 200 to 250 mile very dangerous trip by 
sea. That meant trade flowed through the city from Italy to the east and west to Rome from Asia 
Minor, Phoenicia and Egypt. The city was, therefore, a wild port city with all of the sin normally 
associated with such a place.  

Corinth contained at least 12 temples to the gods of that time. One of the most famous was the 
temple dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of love, whose worshipers practiced religious 
prostitution. There are reports that there were as many as 1000 prostitutes associated with the 
temple. Many of them ended up in the city as night fell. Corinth was known as a center of 
immorality. The immorality of Corinth was so well known that the Greek verb "to Corinthianize" 
came to mean "to practice sexual immorality." Paul wrote his letter to the Romans from Corinth 
and many see in it Paul’s description of the sinful world. Read Romans 1:18-32 and I 
Corinthians 6:9-10  

Paul traveled approximately 50 miles from Athens to Corinth to share the gospel with them. 
Luke does not tell us what Paul was thinking when he arrived, but almost everyone believes he 
was seriously discouraged. From what he later wrote in his letters to them and the way God 
ministered to him, all of the indicators point to discouragement. Read I Corinthians 2:3. When 
we think about Paul’s ministry to that point we remember that in just about every community he 
had been in since he arrived in Europe he had been persecuted, sometimes seriously with 
beatings and imprisonment. In Athens he saw very little response and no church was started. His 
companions in ministry had remained in other communities to assist new churches there so he 
was all alone.   

Often when we think of the individuals of the church we think they are different from us and 
never got discouraged or felt like quitting. The reality is most servants of God, just as most 
Christians in the church, have gone through periods when they doubted their faith or felt like 
they were going nowhere and maybe should just call it quits. 



Luke’s account of Paul’s ministry in Corinth tells us a lot about what God did to encourage Paul. 
Since God never changes we can glean from this the way He wants to encourage us when we are 
down as well as the way He wants to use us to encourage others.  

The first thing we are told in Acts 18 is that when Paul arrived in Corinth he met a couple named 
Aquila and Priscilla. They were tentmakers like Paul who had recently fled persecution in Rome. 
Shortly after that Luke tells us, in verse 5, that Timothy and Silas arrived from Macedonia. One 
of the truly great blessings that comes to Christians when they are discouraged is the 
encouragement of other Christians who come along side just to remind them that they are not 
alone. All of us need encouragement, not just those obviously doing things. There are people all 
around us who are struggling and need to be encouraged with a message that assures them you 
are remembering them in prayer and you are willing to help them. Satan loves to tell those who 
are discouraged that they are failing, that real Christians should never feel that way. Someone 
coming alongside to assure them their discouragement is understandable helps take the guilt of 
discouragement off and that often enables them to move on. God sent Priscilla, Aquila, Silas and 
Timothy to Paul and I know God would love to use us to encourage one another. Surely there are 
those you are in contact with who could use encouragement. 

But God did more for Paul. God sent Paul results for his ministry. In verse 6 we read that Paul 
ministered in the synagogue, and all he got was opposition so he did what the Old Testament 
prophet Ezekiel did. He shook the dust off his clothes as a sign that he was done with them. It 
would appear that his ministry there was a failure and that would only add to his discouragement. 
But in verses 7 and 8 we read that he had significant results. The leader of the synagogue actually 
believed and invited Paul to use his house for a church. We are told many Corinthians heard, 
believed and were baptized. That should have encouraged him but it does not appear that it did.  

Too often when individuals are discouraged we try to snap them out of it by reminding them of 
all the great reasons not to be discouraged. We say things like “remember all you have” or “you 
don’t have reason to feel down, you have so much more going for you than most.” Sometimes 
that is all it takes but more often than not we find ourselves in the same situation as Paul. God is 
blessing but we can’t really see it or we don’t see it as somehow compensating for everything 
else that is happening in our lives. You may be thinking that Luke does not tell us that Paul was 
still discouraged but read Acts 18:9-10. God would never have spoken had he not still been 
discouraged. He was discouraged and God knew it, just as He knows when we are down. So God 
gave him a word to encourage him. 

There is a part of that vision that does not apply to us. Paul was told that no one was going to 
attack him. That was specifically for Paul. Notice, however, what God really did. He came to 
Paul and assured him that He was in total control of events. God was saying to him, “I know all 
you have been through and I know you have had enough so I want you to know I am acting to 
ensure that, at least for now, you will not have that burden to face.” God said “I know how much 
you can take and I won’t allow more to come to you than you can handle.” 



Read Acts 18:12-13. If you were reading this for the first time your response would be “Didn’t 
God say this wouldn’t happen?” If you read on, you learn that Gallio threw the case out without 
Paul even testifying, and then throwing the Jews who brought him there out of his court. God 
really does keep His word. God assures us He knows our limits and will not allow things to go 
beyond that limit.   

Notice what else He said to Paul. In verse 10 He promised “For I am with you.” That is the 
same promise Jesus gave to all of us. Jesus said “I will never leave or forsake you.” Because He 
is with us He not only knows our limits, He knows how to best ensure that we can handle all that 
has come our way. God has promised His grace will be sufficient for everything. God is saying to 
all of His children, “I am with you when …” and we can fill in the blank. When a loved one is 
sick, when you are told you have cancer, when you lose your job, etc. The answer to 
discouragement is to remember that God is with us all the time and He is always in total control.  

What should be our response to God’s presence and promises? For Paul it was to keep on 
ministering in Corinth where God placed him. The message is the same for us, keep on doing 
what God has called us to do. Use the spiritual gifts God has given to you.  Read Acts 18:11. 

We have all been discouraged at times and God has seen us through just as He saw Paul through. 
Will you be discouraged in the future? Probably! It’s part of living in a sin ruined world and it is 
one of the attacks Satan loves to use to make us ineffective. He even loves to tell us that we are 
not real Christians if we are discouraged. Well, Paul was a real Christian and he got discouraged.  

When you get even a bit discouraged first allow your friend to be there for you and as a Christian 
be there for each other, encouraging one another. God is with us and He is in control. He will 
bring us out of it in a way that will teach us many lessons and glorify His Name. What God did 
for Paul He will do for us and through us for others.   


