
Samson Judges 14-16 

Judges 13 tells of the circumstances surrounding Samson’s birth. The closing verse tells of his 
birth, that God blessed him and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir in him. 

Judges 14 opens with Samson as a young man of marriageable age. Read verses 1 and 2. Then 
read his parents response in verse 3. Samson replied to them, "Get her for me. She's the right one 
for me." Samson was guided by feelings and not by faith in God's Word and he broke the 5th 
commandment of honoring his parents. 

The marriage to a Philistine was forbidden under Old Testament law just as in the New 
Testament we are told not to be unequally yoked with an unbeliever. He should never have gone 
to Philistine country to begin with. Christians are to flee sin, not purposely go to it. 

We know there were going to be problems but the whole story seems muddled from our 
perspective because the writer adds to this passage according to verse 4, “His parents did not 
know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines." 

It seems as if God was sanctioning a wrong decision so as to accomplish His purpose. In light of 
the whole passage and what we are told elsewhere about how God acts, we know that could not 
have been the case. The writer was saying that God was going to use the improper desires of a 
man with a real moral problem to accomplish His ends. On numerous occasions God used 
foreign, evil, sinful nations as His instruments of judgment on a people who were supposed to be 
holy and set apart unto Him. God was not saying He planned for Samson to sin but that He 
would use Samson to punish the Philistines for what they were doing to His people. 

The story moves quickly. On his way to her house Samson was confronted by a lion, which 
attacks him. Read verse 6. The key is that it was the Spirit of the Lord that enabled him to act as 
he did. It was never Samson and his strength or ability but always the Spirit of the Lord. No 
lesson is more vital for us to learn than that of our dependence upon the Spirit of the Lord for all 
we do. We are then to give to the Lord all credit and glory for whatever happens.  

In the process of killing the lion Samson violated one aspect of his Nazirite vow. He was in 
contact with a dead body. Numbers 6:9-12 provided a remedy for that but there is no record that 
Samson ever followed through on it. 

Beginning in verse 8 we have the account of the wedding. Included in that wedding was the 
traditional wedding feast which normally included lots of wine for the guests (recall Jesus' first 
miracle was at a wedding feast.) Since we are not told that Samson abstained, which we 
undoubtedly would have been told had he done so, then he probably broke a second requirement 
of the Nazirite vow. 



As a part of his bridal package Samson received 30 servants from his wife’s family. In a little 
side wager with them he gave them a riddle and a challenge to solve it or pay him in linen and 
clothes. Such a practice appears to have been common in ancient times.  

The rest of chapter 14 tells us how these servants went to his new wife and persuaded her to get 
the secret of the riddle from him and tell them so they could win the bet. At first Samson refuses 
to tell his wife the answer but she was persistent. Finally, he gave in and told her. (The answer is 
in verse 18 and relates to the lion he had killed and the honey he later found in it, something he 
had not told anyone, not even his parents.) The men won the bet. Samson, however, was not 
about to give in that easily. He was really angry at having been betrayed and, in a sense, cheated 
by the 30 servants who could not have figured out the riddle on their own. According to verse 19 
and following he slew 30 Philistines and gave their garments to his servants. It was an ugly 
picture of anger but again we read that God was in it. God used Samson's improper anger to 
achieve His purpose of beginning to set His people free. 

Samson was so angry with his wife that he returned to his parent’s home. At that the story really 
begins to move. His wife’s father assumed Samson has abandoned her and gave her away to 
another man. Chapter 15 opens with Samson, apparently having cooled down, taking a goat and 
returning to his wife’s home. Of course he then learned what had happened. Read Judges 15: 3-5.  

We are beginning to see the picture of an angry man who was out of control but one God would 
still use to judge the Philistines. What follows is unique. The Philistines were angry, as one might 
expect. To get even they went to the house of his wife and burned her and her father to death. 
Then Samson was really angry and again sought revenge. God again used it to judge the 
Philistines. Beginning in Judges 15:7 we read about his revenge. He went up and down the 
country slaying the Philistines. The Philistines then threatened the people of Judah who were 
terrified of them. They agreed to return Samson to the Philistines for punishment and tied him up 
to take him back. Read verses 14-17. (Jawbones are part of a corpse so once again he broke his 
vow.) 

After receiving water from God, chapter 15 ends with an interesting note, “Samson led Israel 
for twenty years in the days of the Philistines.” We know nothing of those 20 years in which 
he was judge of Israel. One wonders what kind of a judge such an angry man with the sinful 
passions of Samson would have been but we are told nothing so we should not speculate. 

Judges 16 contains the story we are most familiar with, the story of Samson and Delilah. Before 
the writer got to that story he wrote that Samson went to Gaza and spent the night with a 
prostitute. He escaped by getting up in the middle of the night and literally tore the huge doors of 
the city off and carried them several miles across a valley and up a 2000-foot hill. If ever there 
was a man with an uncontrolled passion it was Samson, an uncontrolled passion that would 
ultimately destroy him. 



The story we are familiar with begins in Judges 16:4 where Delilah is first introduced to us. We 
know the story, although I suggest you re-read it. The Philistines went to Delilah and asked her to 
find out the secret of his strength, offering her a major reward if she did. She asked several times 
and initially he told her lies. One of Samson's problems was his inability to be honest and tell her 
that it came from God. In order to keep up his relationship with her, he lied to her. Finally, he 
told her the truth and she cut his hair. Verse 20 is one of the most pathetic verses in the Bible. It 
says “he did not know that the LORD had left him.” 

There is nothing we should fear more than having the joy of the Lord depart, than having the 
strength of the Lord depart, than having the power of the Lord depart from our individual or 
church life. As is too often the case, one slips into defeat and doesn't even know it until it is gone. 
Little by little one plays with sin, lets devotions go, is too busy to pray or too busy to spend time 
with God. All of a sudden it becomes obvious that the Spirit of the Lord is no longer active in a 
life the way He used to be.  

The Spirit of the Lord left him. Samson was taken prisoner, his eyes put out and he was made to 
perform like an animal in the grinding presses.  

Read verse 22. His strength did not come from his hair but from the Lord. This may be God’s 
way of saying that in that prison he began to recognize the folly of his ways, the sinfulness of his 
actions, his failure to trust God and give God the credit and glory for what he did.  

Note two things. First. coming back to God did not reverse the effects of his sin. He was still 
blind and still a slave being treated like an animal. Sometimes in coming to God we expect that 
all the effects of sin will be removed. The guilt is gone and fellowship restored but the effects of 
sin may be with us for life. 

Second, the Philistines were having a party to celebrate the defeat of the man of God and to 
declare that the God of Israel was no match for their god. The world celebrates when a Christian 
falls into sin. When Christians live in sin the only conclusion the world arrives at is that our faith 
does not work and our God is inadequate.  

Read Judges 16:25-31. The Philistines were judged for mocking God. God is not defeated by our 
sin and He will not be mocked forever. 


