
Samson: Judges 13 

If we were to read only the Old Testament account of Samson's life, we might say he was a 
failure for many reasons. When we come to the New Testament we find him listed in the “who's 
who” of Hebrews 11 as an example of faith. Perhaps he is included in the Hebrews 11 list 
specifically because in 11:34 we read many are examples of those, “whose weakness was 
turned to strength.” In the final analysis that is what God seeks to do for all of us. He seeks to 
turn our weakness and failure into His victory. What is important to see in the life of Samson is 
that his weaknesses are the same weaknesses of all of us. 

Judges 13 presents the announcement of the pending birth of one whose name will be Samson. 

The Book of Judges is a study of the ups and downs of the nation of Israel. Israel forgot about 
God. God punished Israel by allowing some foreign nation to dominate them. Israel realized that 
it had done wrong and repented. God raised up a judge to set them free. That was not the case 
here, however. 

Read Judges 13:1 for the setting of the entire account. Nowhere in this chapter or those that 
follow do we have any record of repentance on part of the Israelites and no request for 
deliverance. What a sad commentary on their culture. They had become so complacent that they 
did not care that the Philistines ruled over them. They had become so accustomed to it that they 
felt this was the way it would always be so learn to live with it. One of the lies of Satan is that we 
have to live in bondage to sin instead of gaining the freedom God desires for us. Too often 
Christians accept their sin as "That is just the way I am." Jesus' death on the Cross was intended 
to free us from the penalty of sin and its power.  

The story of Samson is not the story of a man with incredible strength but the story of a God with 
incredible grace who was willing to come to His people when they least deserved it. That is a 
truth clearly taught in the New Testament where we are reminded that it was while we were still 
sinners and totally unworthy of God's love and grace that Jesus provided for us. The New 
Testament makes clear that it is not that we first loved God but that He first loved us. 

The story of Samson picks up in verse 2. Read verses 2-5.  

Details of the Nazirite vow are found in Numbers 6:1-8.  Usually this vow was taken by an 
individual for a period of time. In the case of Samson, it was imposed on him for life. The 
Nazirite vow was a commitment to three things as representative of a special commitment to 
God. 1. It consisted of a commitment to abstain from drinking wine and other strong drink. 2. A 
commitment from cutting the hair of one's head. 3. A commitment to avoid contact with any 
dead body. It was a vow one took when he wanted to be set aside for God and to demonstrate 
that separation by seeking to be different from the world. In the New Testament the emphasis is 
not on a vow because we have all been called upon as believers to allow the Holy Spirit make us 
into living sacrifices. The unfortunate thing is that too many Christians are more worried about 



looking like or conforming to the world so as to fit in rather than being uniquely different for 
Jesus.   

We read that Samson's mother, who is never named, was childless but would now give birth to a 
son. We are not told that she was upset over being childless and had asked for a child as 
Samuel’s mother did but simply that God was going to give her a son. A first born son was 
always special and then God was going to use her son to "begin the deliverance of Israel from 
the Philistines." Samson would only begin a process. David would complete it. 

Verse 6 reads that after the Angel of the Lord appeared to her she told her husband what had 
taken place and noted that it was really strange. The angel had not told her where He was from or 
what His name was but He did look like God and was awesome. She did not use the Jewish name 
for God but the common name for any "god" indicating she was not all that sure who exactly He 
was.  

From the wording of verse 8 we get the impression that Manoah was upset that the angel came to 
his wife and not to him. Perhaps he was jealous, skeptical or maybe he felt as the head of the 
family he should have been the one to whom the angel came. He asked God to send the angel 
back to visit both of them. God semi-answered his request, appearing a second time to his wife. 
One of the great lessons of Scripture is the patience of God as He graciously stoops to our doubts 
and faithlessness.   

Read verses 9 and 10.  Manoah asked a question that did not need to be asked. God had already 
told his wife that information and she had told him. Manoah wanted to know things God had 
already revealed. Today we have His Word yet we often ask God if it is OK to do what he has 
said we cannot do or if we should do things He has specifically told us in His Word we should all 
be doing. 

Read verses 13 and 14. It is a list of things his wife must refrain from. It is probable that her 
instructions implied that she, too, was to be a part of the Nazirite vow that was to set her son 
apart unto God. As parents and grandparents, we need to set the example. 

Verses 15 and 16 need some explanation. Manoah invited the angel to stay for a meal but the 
angel firmly declined. It is difficult to know if Manoah was simply being hospitable or if he was 
thinking in a cultural way. A common belief in the ancient Near East was that if one provided a 
meal for a god that god was somehow indebted to the individual and had to reciprocate in some 
way. If that was in Manoah's mind, he was trying to manipulate God so that God would be 
obligated to him. God would have no part of that. God cannot be manipulated. His blessings are 
always the result of His graciousness and never because in some way we deserve it. No Christian 
who has benefited from the provision of Jesus on that Cross can ever assume that is some way 
God owes him anything more because of the service rendered to Him.  



Verse 17 may present a second attempt on Manoah's part to gain an upper hand over God. If so, it 
too would fail. Again in thinking of that period was that if one knew the name of a god he had 
some, albeit limited, power over that god. Manoah then said to the Angel, "I want to honor you 
when your word comes true." It was not "now" but “when” it happens. Manoah was saying that 
if all of it came true he would honor Him. God is always worthy of our honor regardless of what 
He does for us. We find it a lot easier to praise Him for the good things that come our way but He 
is worthy of praise even when nothing seems, by the world's standard and maybe by our dreams, 
to be coming true.  

Read God's answer in verse 18."Knowing my name will not help you, this whole matter is 
beyond your understanding." The root word used here for "understanding" is most often used to 
denote one's ability to understand the acts of God. Manoah should have gotten the hint at that 
point as to who this really was. It isn't until verses 19 and 20 that they seem to understand it 
really was God. 

Read verses 21 and 22. 

This unnamed wife gave birth to a son and named him "Samson." Samson is from the Hebrew 
word for "sun."  

Samson grew and the Lord blessed him. God is so gracious. Despite the limited knowledge and 
even limited faith of his parents Samson was blessed by God. We are not defined by our history. 
We are individually accountable for what we do with Jesus. 

We should not read this chapter and not see just how gracious and loving God is. Israel did not 
deserve, or even seek, His blessing. Certainly Manoah and his wife did not deserve to be the 
parents of this special child. God, however, is always far more gracious and loving than any of us 
deserve.  

This chapter serves to reminder to us of the dangers of trying to manipulate God or use God for 
our purpose. It also reminds us that He is worthy of praise all the time, not just when He comes 
through for us. God is always good. God is always gracious. 

What a marvelous God we have! 


