
Return of Jesus 

The return of Jesus is a subject that every Christian should know about. That Jesus will return is 
a promise of Scripture. Jesus himself said, according to John 14:3, “I will come again and 
receive you unto myself.” In the New Testament no teaching, apart from that which offers or 
explains salvation, is given the same amount of space as the certainty of the return of Jesus. 
There is 8 times as much on the return of the Jesus as there is on His first coming. Not only did 
Jesus promise it but God the Father declared in Acts 1:11 that Jesus would return. Paul declared 
this truth in just about every letter and 2 of his letters, I and II Thessalonians, deal almost 
exclusively with this great promise. The book of Revelation is a detailed description of what will 
happen in the last days before Jesus returns in all of His glory for His own. One cannot read the 
New Testament and not see this promise. 

Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, creator and sustainer of all things, is going to one day 
return to earth and when He does every believer will rejoice and shout for joy as every believer 
will be instantly transformed into the likeness of Jesus. What a day that will be! Read I 
Thessalonians 4:16-17 and Matthew 24:30 

The fact of the return of the Lord is set forth so strongly and described so vividly in both the Old 
and New Testaments that no Bible believing person can miss or deny it. All history, according to 
the Bible, is moving toward the personal, physical, visible return in power and glory of Jesus as 
Lord of Lords and King of Kings. 

The question is never, “Will He return?” but only, “When will He return?” That He will return is 
as secure as God who cannot lie and who will do all things exactly as He has said. But “When?” 
is the question. The church of the first century believed so strongly that His return would be 
immediate that some literally sold all they had, quit work and were sitting around waiting for that 
event. Paul wrote in Thessalonians that it may be today or tomorrow or not for some time so get 
back to work and keep on working with all you have until He returns. Now we are 2000 years 
later. History records numerous times when the church believed it was in the last days and still 
He has not returned. Many scorn and scoff saying, “See He will never return,” but we who 
believe God’s Word know that He is coming. 

We know the Bible says that no man knows the time of His return. Matthew 24 and Luke 21 
record for us the occasion when the disciples wanted to know the time and Jesus told them they 
could not know exactly but He did describe in detail the signs to look for.  

Jesus said that one sign of His soon return is there will be war and the rumors of such. There has 
been no period of history that has seen as many or as severe wars as our present generation. Jesus 
said there will famine. Those involved in famine relief tell us that in any given year as many as 
200 million could die from starvation. Jesus said there will be earthquakes. Scientist tell us that 
there have been more earthquakes in the past century than at any known period of history before. 
Jesus said there will be persecution of Christians. That one we cannot question. Jesus added that 



the moral condition in the days just before His return will be similar to those in the days of Noah. 
That one is easy to show in today’s society where sin is not only legalized but our society glories 
in its freedom to do what God has forbidden. 

Read Matthew 24 and Luke 21 alongside a daily paper to see how many of the signs that Jesus 
said would precede His return are evident today in a significant way. One cannot find a time 
when so many have been so evident around the world in such intensity.  

Jesus added another sign in Luke 21:24. He said we should look to the end of the times of the 
Gentiles. Biblical scholars take that to mean the end of Gentile rule over the nation of Israel in 
general and Jerusalem in particular. The rule of the Gentiles began in 586 B.C., in the days of 
Daniel of the Old Testament, when the armies of Babylon swept through Israel and foreigners 
began to control that nation. Israel passed from Babylon to Greece to Rome and in 70 A.D., 
under Roman rule, the city of Jerusalem with the temple and everything that city stood for was 
destroyed. During the 2-year siege of the city thousands of Jews died and when the city finally 
fell those who managed to survive were taken as slaves. For nearly 2600 years the nation of 
Israel was not really a nation and Jerusalem was controlled by one country after another. In 1948 
Israel again became a nation in the land of promise, a nation of 700,000 cast immediately into a 
war against an Arab world of 500 million. Few believed the new nation could survive but in the 
years since Israel has demonstrated its ability to be a nation returned home. In 1967, in what is 
called the Six Day War, Israel captured all of Jerusalem for the first time since 586 B.C.  

Two thousand years ago Jesus said “I am coming back” and when His disciples asked when 
Jesus said “I cannot tell you the exact time but I will tell you this, there will be signs that all 
of you can easily see and the biggest one will be Jerusalem and when it all comes together, 
look up for my appearing is about to happen.” In Matthew 24 Jesus said that when these signs 
occur, that generation would see His return. If 1967 was the fulfillment of Luke 21:24, we could 
very well be in the last 50-70 years of time.  

The real question is not so much what day will He return, or even if He will return in our 
generation, but what does the possible imminent or soon return of Jesus mean to each of us and 
those in our community. Everyone definitely needs to be ready for His return should it be today. 
That is not only something we need to be sure of for ourselves but what we need to proclaim to 
those around us. Matthew 24:40 tells us that when Jesus returns one will be taken and one will 
be left behind. The return of Jesus will be great joy, blessing and happiness for all who love Him 
and belong to Him by faith. Unfortunately, for those outside of Jesus, His return means the 
opportunity of redemption is over and all that remains is judgment and eternal death, or 
separation from God forever. 

I began this study by noting that the only doctrine more prominent in Scripture than the return of 
the Lord is that of salvation. The Bible is very clear on that. Read Romans 3:23 and Romans 
6:23. On the Cross Jesus paid the price of all of our sins and Revelation 3:20 tells us that He 



stands at the door of our hearts and knocks and waits to be invited in. In that verse God is 
clear that we must open the door. God will not force His love or His salvation on anyone. 

Everyone has a need and God has the answer. That answer is freely available right up to the very 
moment that the sky opens up and Jesus returns. At that moment the opportunity of redemption is 
over. Every man will, at that moment, either be on his way up to meet Jesus in the air or else on 
his way to eternal judgment. If we truly believe that Jesus is coming again and when He does 
those who have never believed will face His judgment, then we will be compelled to tell those 
around us of the importance of placing their faith in Jesus. 
  
According to Luke 21:34, the prospects of a soon return of Jesus is an encouragement and 
challenge to us who have already accepted Jesus. Read that verse. First, if there is even a 
possibility that the Lord is returning soon we need to evaluate all we do each day and how we are 
using the gifts and resources we have been given. Obviously we have a variety of necessary 
commitments but we have to seriously ask if there is not more we can do in every way to reach 
the lost. Second, it says we are to avoid drunkenness. Most of us are comfortable with that since 
it is probably not a problem for us but if that warning includes a lot more than alcoholism it 
needs to be examined. The idea is that we need to get off the self-satisfying, self-indulgent kick 
and ask ourselves how we can better use our time and energy. Third, if we really believe that the 
Lord may come back soon we should not be overcome with the cares of this world, or the 
anxieties of life. Things are not always easy in life but, we are on the winning side. This is not an 
excuse to reject reality or responsibility, but a call to put it all into perspective. It’s a call to see 
life as going somewhere even as history is going somewhere. It is a reminder that for the 
Christian God is going to wipe away every tear, give us new, glorified bodies and place us in a 
heavenly home specifically prepared for each of us. 

Assume Jesus announced today that He was going to return in two weeks. How would you spend 
the next few days? What would you read? How anxious would you be to share Jesus with family, 
neighbors and friends? Would it really matter, if you knew Jesus was coming back in two weeks, 
that someone called you a fanatic? Answering those questions will help us set our priorities 
straight as live each day, knowing that our Savior is coming again.  


