
Romans 5:1-5 

To put this passage in perspective we need an overview of Romans. Romans is a theological 
treatise written by Paul and is extremely logical in presentation. The first 4 chapters of Romans 
are a theological discussion of what Jesus did on the Cross and why His sacrifice was accepted 
by God. Romans chapters 5-11 are a detailed discussion of the provisions that are ours because 
of Jesus’ death on that Cross. Paul spelled out what the Cross means to those who have accepted 
what He did as having been done for them. Romans 12 on is a study of the implications of faith 
on every day behavior.  

Read Romans 5:1-2. Chapter 5 begins “therefore since we have been justified through faith 
we have.” “Therefore” introduces this great section and stands as a reminder that everything 
Paul shared with us in this section of his book is true only for those who been justified by faith, 
that is those who have trusted Jesus for what He did and asked Him to be their personal Savior. 
On the basis of that faith commitment we have been made right with God therefore we possess 
the promises associated with it. 

Having clearly noted that he was talking to Christians, Paul went on say that being justified 
means that we have “peace with God.” We who were once enemies of God because of our sin 
are now called His children. We now have a relationship with Him that is peaceful because our 
sins have been forgiven. Second, we have “access by faith into His grace” which is a way of 
saying all of the blessings of God are available today. Because we are at peace with God we have 
His presence with us and the Holy Spirit within.  We have access to the throne in prayer and His 
strength to overcome temptation. Finally, Paul talked of the “hope of the glory of God,” which 
is the assurance of eternally being with Him in resurrected bodies and sharing forever in the 
inheritance that God has prepared for all who belong by faith to His Son. For a Christian peace 
with God is a past event that occurred the moment we trusted in Jesus for redemption. The 
grace of God is a present reality that transforms each day of our lives. The hope of glory is a 
future blessing assured by the resurrection of Jesus. 

Paul went on to say in verse 3 “not only so” and with that he introduced a fascinating challenge 
for all of us. Read Romans 5:3-5.   

As Christians we live not only with an eye to the future glory that awaits us but we are also able 
to glory or rejoice in the present situation, even if that situation is in the form of difficulties, 
sorrows or tribulations. 

Paul was a realist in every sense of the word. He lived with a future dream, but he had not 
abandoned for some future hope the reality of this life. Paul was keenly aware of present 
realities, of present struggles, sorrows, and hardships. Still he was able to declare that he could 
glory in the tribulations of the hour as much as in the hope of eternity. 



Too many Christians are living to die. This is particularly true of some who are older and for 
whom life seems to have lost all meaning.  Life has become so difficult for some that they only 
want to die and go to be with their Heavenly Father. They are confident of what lies ahead and 
often ask why they cannot just die and be with Him. Such faith is commendable unless it is 
merely longing to escape from the present. Paul pointed out that all of the present difficulties are 
a cause to have real joy. 
  
Paul meant exactly what he said, and he said it from personal experience. Read II Corinthians 
11:24-26.  Paul was not some rich man lecturing on the evils of poverty but a man writing from 
personal experience.  

The word rejoice has a variety of meanings in English but in the Greek it was a very powerful 
word that had the idea of being excited. It’s the same word Paul used in verse 2 to describe how 
he looked forward to the future glory. Just as Paul could become excited or thrilled about the 
prospects that awaited him in glory, in the same way he felt excited, even thrilled about the 
hardships and difficulties he dealt with in his daily walk. 

Paul was not feeling that way in the suffering itself but because of the beneficial results that he 
knew could be his because of it. He was not some masochist who enjoyed being hurt nor was he 
a stoic who simply said we need to grit our teeth and endure it. He was able to say “I rejoice in 
tribulations because under God’s control such difficulties work together to produce His character 
in me.” Because of what difficulties will produce in us, we can rejoice even when the world sees 
no reason for such joy. Paul gladly endured the pain because he understood the gain. 

Paul noted three stages of growth that come about as we find ourselves in difficult situations. 
First, Paul said it produces perseverance or endurance. The King James used the word “patience” 
and that carried the idea of passiveness that simply allows something to happen or be. That is not 
Paul’s meaning. John Stott, in his commentary on Romans, has a great illustration. He wrote that 
the endurance or perseverance needed is actually produced by the suffering itself. Stott 
associated it with antibodies that are produced in a body via an injection or inoculation. When 
small doses of a disease are injected into the body the body reacts and fights it off. In the process 
the body builds immunity to the more serious disease. 

Stott wrote that this is the way difficulties or tribulations work in the life of a Christian. They 
work within us to produce the strength that we will inevitably need in the future.  

Paul went on to write that not only will difficulties produce endurance but then endurance or 
perseverance produces character. Only those who have faced life with all of its difficulties and 
stood firm or endured faithfully have real character. 

Paul added, this character produces, in time, hope. Paul was saying that in the end it is the 
transformed life that has seen difficulty, known God’s strength, and experienced God’s provision 
that is best able to look to the future with the certainty that God will not fail in any of the 



promises He has made. Character produces an inward testimony to the faithfulness of God. That, 
along with the sustaining strength of God produces a hope, or in clearer English, a certainty for 
tomorrow. 

In these verses Paul takes us full cycle. He began in verse 2 by saying we have hope in glory and 
then he said that we also glory in tribulation because tribulation is the beginning of a cycle that 
has as its ending hope. Life is a series of complex events with joys and sorrows, blessings and 
hardships, smooth roads and rocky ones, with ups and downs all of which can be seen in 
relationship to the ultimate experience for the Christian, the glory of God. 

And the hope we have is not a vain one. Paul wrote in verse 5, “it will never disappoint.” It will 
literally never fail us or let us down. The love of God, and the God of love has assured us that the 
inner hope will never disappoint us or embarrass us. Today we find it common for people to 
sneer at the things of God and talk of our hope for eternity as if it were something for a previous 
generation, something that we have outgrown in our Age of Enlightenment. The man or woman, 
however, who has really given Jesus a place in his or her life, who has felt the power of God at 
work in the difficulties of life, who knows the transforming and strengthening power of God, 
knows there is a certainty for eternity that will never pass away. Those people know a certainty 
as secure as the love of God and the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

For the Christian, and this whole section is written to those who have personally accepted the 
truth of who Jesus is and what He has done, tribulation, when faced, produces perseverance and 
in time that endurance or perseverance produces character and that Christ-like character is God’s 
testimony of His presence. It is that presence and assurance that gives hope so we glory even in 
the difficulties, knowing what they will ultimately produce within. 


