
Timothy’s Family 

One of the popular posters says “It takes a village to raise a child.” Timothy would want us to 
know it takes a godly mother and grandmother to do that, although a godly village can help. He 
would add that a godly mother and grandmother can do so even in an imperfect family. We can’t 
say for sure that Eunice was a single mother, but since nothing is mentioned about Timothy’s 
father except that he was Greek, it is often assumed he had either left the home or died. Scripture 
presents Timothy's mother and grandmother as the ones credited with having been responsible 
for his spiritual upbringing. There is no doubt having both parents deeply involved is far better 
but one can do it if necessary. 

Not only did Eunice assume responsibility of raising a godly son in a home that was not helpful 
to that end, she did so in a culture that was totally contrary to the things of God. Timothy grew 
up in a godless culture. Lystra, his hometown, was a combination of Roman and Greek 
philosophies and ethics. In Timothy’s day there was a false temple on every corner. Today there 
is a pagan philosophy expressed on nearly every TV program and in many activities. It will take 
a serious effort by parents or grandparents to counter the secular philosophy and practices of our 
society but it can and must be done. 

One of the keys to raising Christian children is to start early. Read II Timothy 3:15. One of the 
most hideous lies of Satan is that we should not teach our children about Jesus but instead wait 
until they are old enough to make a decision on their own. Timothy’s mother began teaching him 
very early on. Eunice was following the command given to all Jewish families as recorded in 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9. Read those verses.  The heart of that command is that we are to 
communicate our faith in all we do. Many Christians do a good job of living their faith but often 
do it without expressing it to their children. Learn to talk to your children and grandchildren 
about your faith. Use every experience you can to talk about your faith and how good God has 
been. Teach them what your personal faith means to you and how you live. Let your children see 
in practical ways what it means to be a Christian. Let them know why you make many of the 
decisions you make based on your faith. For example, let them know there are TV programs you 
don’t watch because your faith encourages you to avoid such images. Let them know you work 
hard because your faith in God expects that of you. Volunteer to serve with them because as a 
Christian we show His love to others that way. Encourage your children to tithe their allowance 
and then help them decide where that tithe should go. Some should go to the church but perhaps 
some to buy maybe a cow for a family in Africa or a meal for a homeless individual etc. Let your 
children see that faith is practical and real. Read again God’s direction in Deuteronomy 6-6-9.   

Notice what Eunice taught Timothy, the Bible. Paul drew attention to the fact that Timothy was 
taught “the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus.” The Bible was the textbook Eunice used to teach Timothy what was truly 
important in life and what was essential to know if he was going to accept Jesus and follow after 
Him. Too many Christian parents make sure their children do all their school work each day but 
do not take the time each day to ensure they read the Bible. School subjects are important but 



nowhere near as important as God’s Word. Read Psalm 119:11. If our children are going to 
withstand the sin of our day that will tempt them continually, they must have a solid 
understanding of God’s Word. Begin a Scripture memorization with them, which means you 
have to memorize the verses also. Paul described to Timothy, with amazing accuracy, the world 
our children live in today. Read II Timothy 3:1-4.  There is only one way our children will 
survive the pagan philosophy and practice and that is via a saturation of God’s word taught and 
practiced by parents. 

Our culture has shifted much of the responsibility of raising our children to others such as the 
school. Too many families depend on the church to teach the Bible. The Sunday school can and 
should help supplement the home but it can never replace it. There is a Spanish proverb that says, 
“An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.” There is no greater responsibility or privilege 
for parents than to prepare their children to be the next generation to follow Jesus. That is far less 
likely to happen when parents and grandparents are personally involved in teaching the truth of 
Scripture. 

Notice another dimension of Timothy's home. The instruction was multi-generational. It included 
the example and teaching of both his mother and grandmother. I suspect in Timothy's case that 
may have been made a little easier than today with the practice of multiple generations living 
under one roof but the responsibility is still intended for multi-generations as well as extended 
families. It may take a little more creativity but even distant grandparents or aunts and uncles can 
have a tremendous influence on children.  

Paul said that the Bible lessons Timothy was taught were, “able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.” Our goal is to lead our children into a personal commitment to 
Jesus for salvation and living. Read Proverbs 22:6. The word “train,” literally carries the idea of 
preparing for a contest. Soon we will be watching the summer Olympics. It is amazing what 
those young athletes can achieve. It takes hundreds of hours over many years to learn how to run 
or shoot or dive or whatever as an Olympian. God was telling us through Solomon that if we 
want our children to grow up skilled in the things of God we have to engage them in hours and 
hours of training. One does not become an Olympian by watching TV nor will our children 
become Olympians for Jesus if we allow them to spend all their time doing things other than 
spending time in God’s Word.   

What else do we know about Eunice besides being the mother of Timothy and teaching him the 
Word? Absolutely nothing else is recorded about her. She was “just” a mother who taught her son 
the things of God. Timothy was outstanding but Eunice was “just” a mother being faithful to 
God’s directive for mothers. She did what was important as a mother, she raised her son Timothy 
in the things of God. That was her legacy and what a legacy it was. 

What will be your legacy? May you be remembered as a parent or grandparent who taught God’s 
Word to your children so they will know Jesus as Savior and live as He would have them live.  



CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE 
Dorothy Law Nolte 

  
If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn.  
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 
If a child lives with fear, he learns to be apprehensive.  
If a child lives with pity, he learns to feel sorry for himself.  
If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy.  
If a child lives with jealousy, he learns what envy is.  
If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty.  
If a child lives with encouragement, he learns to be confident.  
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient.  
If a child lives with praise, he learns to be appreciative.  
If a child lives with acceptance, he learns to love.  
If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself.  
If a child lives with recognition, he learns that it is good to have a 

 goal.  
If a child lives with sharing, he learns about generosity.  
If a child lives with honesty and fairness, he learns what truth and 

 justice are.  
If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith in himself and 

 in those about him.  
If a child lives with friendliness, he learns that the world is a nice  
  place in which to live.  
If you live with serenity, your child will live with peace of mind. 

With what is your child living? 

Add to that: If a child lives with godly parents and grandparents and learns God’s Word he lives 
with the guidance that will be there throughout his life. 


