
Paul Goes to Galatia 

Acts 13:13 picks up the ministry of Barnabas and tells us that they left Cyprus, and sailed 180 
miles to Perga, which is in modern day Turkey. In Perga Paul and Barnabas were dealt two 
significant setbacks, First John Mark suddenly decided to return to Jerusalem. Luke does not tell 
us why he left, simply that he did. We know from later events recorded in Acts that Paul was 
upset with him and it took some years before he took Mark back into his ministry, later praising 
him for his loyalty and ministry.  

Secondly, Paul got seriously sick there. Luke does not mention this in Acts but Paul makes 
reference to it in his letter to the Galatians in 4:13. Scholars over the years have speculated as to 
what it was. Most suggest it was either malaria or an eye ailment. While we do not know exactly 
what it was it, it was sufficiently upsetting that Barnabas and Paul headed very quickly inland 
and up into the cooler mountains. It does not appear they even stopped in Perga to evangelize 
there. 

Luke simply recorded in Acts 13:14, “From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch.” There 
were at least 14 cities named Antioch in that part of the world. This Antioch was in the 
mountains of present day Turkey at an altitude of 3,600 feet above sea level.  

The trip was approximately 100 miles, covering some of the roughest roads in the Roman 
Empire. It was a strenuous walk. Usually it was an extremely dangerous trip. They had to travel 
through rough mountain passes known for the many bandits that stole and killed at will. 
Mountain streams were known for their sudden flooding, washing out not only the roads but 
everything in their path.  This trip may very well have been the setting for some of Paul’s 
comment in II Corinthians 15:4, Read that verse.   

Read Acts 13:14-15.  Whenever possible Paul began his ministry in a new city in the local 
synagogue, which is what he did in Pisidian Antioch. Luke took us inside that synagogue for a 
look at the service and a glimpse of Paul’s sermon. It is his first recorded sermon. 

The synagogue service began with the recitation of the Jewish Shema or declaration of faith 
found in Deuteronomy 6:4. That was followed by lengthy prayers and the assigned reading for 
the week from the Torah or Books of Moses. Next they read the assigned reading from the 
Prophets and then came the sermon, usually based on the readings of the day. Generally, the 
same person gave the sermon each week but if there was a visiting dignitary such as a visiting 
rabbi they were invited to address the congregation. Paul and Barnabas received an invitation 
and of course Paul accepted. 

The request of the synagogue leaders was, “If you have a word of exhortation for the people, 
please speak.”  “Exhortation” is literally “encouragement.” Paul shared the gospel. Is there 
anything more encouragement that we can share than the good news that God loves us and sent 
His Son to be our Savior?  



Paul’s sermon begins in verse 16 when he addressed the “men of Israel” and the “Gentiles who 
worship God.” Because it was the synagogue, by far the majority of those present were Jews but 
in nearly every synagogue there were gentiles present. The majority were Jews so the sermon 
Paul delivered was directed toward them. 

Paul’s sermon had 3 major parts. In the first part, verses 17-22, Paul gave a brief overview of 
the Old Testament history from the Patriarchal period of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to King 
David. Read those verses. Verse 17 was a reference to the patriarchs and Israel becoming a 
nation in Egypt. Verse 18 is the time in the wilderness. Verse 19 covered the conquest of the land 
under Joshua and verse 20 the period of the judges. Verses 21 and 22 took them through to David. 

The emphasis in that whole review of their history was that it was all God. At every stage Paul 
emphasized that it was God at work. God chose, made them prosper, led them out, endured their 
conduct, gave them the land, gave them Saul and made David king. 

Paul then used David as a jumping off point for his second point. He took his listeners to Jesus, declaring 
in verse 23 that it was a descendent of David who was promised to be the Savior and he named that 
Savior as Jesus. Paul threw in the testimony of John the Baptist as additional proof that Jesus was the 
promised one. 

Paul skipped all of the teaching of Jesus and went immediately in verses 29-30 to summarize the gospel. 
Paul declared in those verses His arrest, trial, crucifixion, resurrection and appearance to many as a 
testimony to Him being alive. In covering that aspect of the life of Jesus, Paul was focusing on that which 
was at the heart of the gospel he had been commissioned to declare. Read I Corinthians 15:3-4.  Paul 
went on in I Corinthians, as he did in Pisidian Antioch, to speak of the witnesses who could 
testify to the truth that Jesus is alive. Key words in Paul’s gospel, used in his sermon in Pisidian 
Antioch, in his letter to the Corinthians and elsewhere are “died, buried, raised and seen.” 

Paul’s bolsters his argument that Jesus is the Messiah in verses 32-35 where he quoted 3 Old Testament 
passages that promised a Messiah. Verse 33 quotes Psalm 2:7. Verse 34 quotes Isaiah 55:3. Verse 35 
quotes Psalm 16:10. Paul concluded that part of his sermon by reminding them that when David died he 
was placed in a tomb and decayed.  Paul said in verse 37 Jesus was different because “God raised Him 
from the dead He did not see decay.” 

Paul said Jewish leaders had heard the message of the prophets but ignored it. That should serve 
as a reminder that someone can sit in church for years and hear over and over the message of 
salvation yet never make the appropriate personal commitment. 

Then Paul reached his third point, the heart of his sermon as he called for faith and repentance. Paul had 
been showing how merciful God is and then brings us to God’s most merciful act, the provision of 
forgiveness of sins because of what Jesus did for us on the Cross. Read Verses 38 and 39.   

The last phrase was directed specifically to the Jews of his day who were willing to do absolutely 
anything to keep the law so that they would be just or right with God, knowing deep down it was 
not working. They knew then, as we know today if we are honest about it, that no amount of 
“doing good” can compensate for the sin we commit. So Paul offered them, and us, an alternative 



to trying to keep the law. We could have God’s forgiveness for free if we are willing to trust in 
the provision of Jesus. 

Paul said that everything the mercy of God was anxious to provide for them comes through 
Jesus. Note the phrase “through Jesus” in verses 38 and 39.  Jesus said that no man could come 
to the Father except through Him. The message of the New Testament is that there is no other 
name given among men whereby we can be saved. Paul stressed that it was solely by grace not 
of works that a man is saved as he puts his trust in Jesus.   

Today men offer a myriad of alternatives to simple faith in Jesus. Working in some way for our 
salvation seems so much more logical. We hear “do this, stop doing that, give that, earn it this 
way.” 

Paul explained his position by saying that when one accepts the provision of Jesus on the Cross 
one accepts the legal righteousness that comes with it, a legal righteousness expressed as 
“justification.” The definition of “justification” is that it makes us appear before God “just as if 
it never happened.” Sin is neither ignored nor written off by God. Instead He paid Himself the 
penalty of sin so all who accept by faith His provision it is “as if it never happened.” 

Paul wrapped up his sermon with another Old Testament quote, this time from Habakkuk 1:5 
which served as a warning. Literally Paul said, “Don’t neglect this offer.” In Habakkuk’s day the 
warning was that if the nation did not repent they would face God’s judgment through 
Nebuchadnezzar. Today the warning is that if we do not accept Jesus as our Savior we will face 
His judgment. Neglecting God’s redemption leads to eternal separation from God. God is love. 
God is merciful. But God is also just and if we do not accept His provision for justification we 
will be judged. That is what Paul preached because it is the gospel as set forth by God. It is still 
the only gospel we can preach because it is still true. 


