
 Paul begins his ministry. 

Continuing in our studies of Paul’s life. Paul traveled to Jerusalem to begin his formal ministry. 
He had spent 3 years in Arabia and then returned to Damascus where he preached the gospel. 
Because of his message the Jews threatened his life. Paul escaped, lowered over the wall in 
basket. Acts 9:26, “When he came to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples but they were all 
afraid of him.” 

Think about how Paul might have felt as he approached Jerusalem. Bible characters were real 
people with emotions just like we have and they lived in the real world we live in. The last time 
Paul had traveled that road he was going away from Jerusalem and in his hand was a letter of 
permission to persecute Christians. A little over 3 years later he was returning, a Christian. His 
mind and heart must have flooded with many different thoughts. Jerusalem was the city of God 
and of special meaning to all Jews, including Christian Jews. Paul had studied in that city and 
probably knew every back road.  At one time Paul had walked through those streets as a proud 
Pharisee. Common folk stopped to greet him. His friends sought him out just to chat with for a 
time. And now he was going back. Would any of his old friends even speak to him now that he 
was a Christian? And the Disciples were there. What a thrill it would be to actually meet them in 
person. 

There had to have been considerable excitement in his walk as he got closer to the city. But when 
he arrived, according to Luke, “they were all afraid of him, not believing he really was a 
disciple.” Honestly, I don’t blame them. Paul had a reputation. He had earned it. There was no 
reason to believe, other than his word, that he had not gone there in an effort to spy out 
Christians so he could continue his persecution. 

We can only try to imagine how Paul must have felt when word came back to him, “the disciples 
will not meet with you.” Imagine what the church would have lost had Paul been permanently   
turned away and forced to simply return to Tarsus. Fortunately, we don’t have to imagine that 
because Acts 9:27 tells us “But Barnabas took him and brought him to the disciples.” Praise God 
for Barnabas. 

Barnabas’ real name was Joseph and he was brought up on the Island of Cyprus. He was a Jew 
by birth, in fact a member of the tribe of Levi. He put his trust in Jesus as both his Savior and the 
complete Lord of his life. He loved God, and those redeemed by God so much that the Apostles 
gave him a new name. Acts 4:36 says they renamed Joseph Barnabas, which means “son of 
exhortation or encouragement.” He had great confidence in the people of God and what they 
could become in Jesus. Barnabas saw the best, the potential, that which God could use in 
individuals. He loved God therefore he loved God’s people. 

Barnabas is first mentioned in Acts 4:36 when he decided to sell a piece of land and turn 
everything over to the church for its use. Barnabas was a Levite and as such should not have 
owned land but when he found Jesus as Savior and became a part of the early church he took that 



land, sold it, brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. We are not told a lot about him 
prior to that but we know that Cyprus was famous for its vineyards, wheat fields, and figs. 
Anyone who possessed land in Cyprus was probably rich and influential. After finding Jesus, 
maybe on the Day of Pentecost, he decided to become a Levite for Jesus, that is a landless 
believer dedicated to the ministry of the church. 

It is that Barnabas about whom we read in Acts 9:26-27 that he “took and brought Paul to the 
Apostles and declared unto them how he has seen the Lord.” While the Apostles saw Saul the 
persecutor, Barnabas saw the possibility of a Christian servant. It was Barnabas’ faith in men 
whom God had touched that caused him to support young Paul the Christian. How thankful we 
should be for the quiet Christians throughout history whose ministry was that of encouragement 
to other believers. Without them many servants may have fallen be the wayside.   

Acts 9:28 simply tells us that Paul stayed with them and moved about freely in the city. Galatians 
1:18 tells us Paul actually stayed 15 days in the home of Peter. Can you imagine the talks they 
had? Peter the fisherman sitting with Paul the scholar. Peter the Disciple who had spent three 
years at the feet of Jesus discussing theology with Paul the student of Gamaliel.  

Read Acts 9:9:28-30. Those Hellenistic Jews were probably the same ones who 4 or 5 years 
earlier had stoned Stephen to death and Paul held the coats of the mob while they did it. 

Paul went back home, back to Tarsus. Read Mark 6:4. There is no place harder to witness than in 
the midst of those we know best. It is a tough place to begin but it is where we must begin. It is 
our Jerusalem. If we cannot bear testimony at home and to those closest to us in the community, 
we cannot do it anywhere else. 

So Barnabas got it started and, I suspect, he then stepped back and smiled as he watched Peter 
and Paul hit it off. However, that was only the beginning for Barnabas and Paul. Shortly after 
that event, Barnabas was sent to Antioch by the church in Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 
11:19-26. Antioch was the third most important city in the Roman Empire after Rome and 
Alexandria. It was a thoroughly Greek city. As a result of the persecution in Jerusalem, largely at 
the hands of Paul, the Christians were scattered about and some went to Antioch. There they 
reached a number of Greeks for Jesus. The church back in Jerusalem was primarily made up of 
Jewish Christians and was concerned about what an influx of Gentiles might mean if they were 
Gentile Christians. So in Acts 11:22 we read that they selected Barnabas to go and investigate. 
Why Barnabas? I'm sure because he was a man who could tell when God was working and he 
was a man so in love with God's people that if God was at work he would sense it and encourage 
it. The Greeks were still looked upon with doubt by the early church and many of the other 
Apostles may not have been able to accept what God was doing, but Barnabas had faith in the 
power of God to change lives regardless of background or experience. Read Acts 11:22-24. Note 
especially verse 24. 

Barnabas was a good man: That was a description of his reputation. Barnabas was a 
man who was respected as an upright individual in the community.  



Barnabas was filled with the Holy Spirit: That was his spiritual reputation and implied 
that the fruit of the Spirit was evident in his life and gave him the essential wisdom and power 
needed to serve the Lord.  

Barnabas was a man of faith: A willingness to trust God for the provisions for ministry 
as well as the blessings of it.  

I suspect Barnabas saw those same qualities in Paul. Hopefully they are qualities are also the 
ones we are all seeking to develop.  

In time the ministry in Antioch grew to the place where Barnabas saw that it was too great for 
one man. He decided to secure an associate to help in the ministry. So what did he do? Acts 
11:25 tells us he went to Tarsus and brought back Paul. Paul, who got his first break in Jerusalem 
when Barnabas introduced him to the leaders of the church, was brought to Antioch by Barnabas 
to help in the ministry with Gentiles. Barnabas had not forgotten about Paul and was willing to 
use him in ministry.  

Paul spent many hours with God and in God’s Word and he began being faithful where God 
placed him, in his home town. God did His part. God equipped him for ministry in every way 
and put the right people and opportunities in his life but in the end it was Paul’s responsibility to 
do his part as it is ours. 

Nothing has changed. If we want to grow spiritually we have to spend the time needed to learn. 
If we want to be used of God we have to spend the time faithfully serving where He places us. 
There is no magic formula just hard work but hard work that in the end pays off. That is not a 
challenge just for the young, all of us can learn more, develop our skill better and be faithful 
where God has placed us. That is God’s secret of spiritual success.  


