
Blind Paul has Perfect Sight: Acts 9:10-18a 

Acts 9:1-9 tells of the encounter Saul had with the living Jesus on the road to Damascus. His 
whole life was turned upside-down.  Nothing would ever be the same. The Jesus he had denied 
and insisted was dead was alive as the Christians claimed. Jesus was worthy of Saul’s worship 
and allegiance.  

Read Acts 9:8 -11. Judas is not further identified but we can assume he was a leader of the 
Jewish community in Damascus and was probably expecting Saul to stay with him while he 
hunted down the Christians in that city. The persecution of Christians was certainly well known 
in Jewish circles and we can assume Judas was excited to be able to host him. We can assume 
that when Judas found out Saul had become a Christian he was not welcome there much longer. 

When Saul got up from that encounter Luke tells us that he was blind. Why? Skeptics tell us he 
would obviously be blind from such a bright light. Everyone knows that if you look into a bright 
light it will hurt your eyes. If you read on we are told in verse 18 that when God sent Ananias to 
him something like scales fell from his eyes and he could see again. It was not the bright light. 

Assume God does not make any mistakes. That means that Saul was blind by design. Why? God 
does not explain Himself. He never has to, but perhaps we get an indication when we read that 
God said to Ananias in verse 11 that Saul was praying. Considering Saul/Paul’s overall 
personality, I suspect that had God not caused him to be blind and therefore helpless he would 
have gone out immediately to tell everyone he could what had happened. However, even more 
important for Saul than witnessing about his new faith was spending time with God. As 
important as ministry is, it is even more important to spend time with God. In our hyper-active 
culture, we tend to want to get on with work instead of spending time seeking God’s direction 
and blessing. There will come times when we know we need to witness immediately and then all 
we can and must pause long enough to ask God to speak through us or use us, but those are the 
exceptions. I would love to know what Paul said to God and what God said to him during those 
days of prayer. I am certain Saul did a lot of apologizing and I am equally certain God asked him 
what he kept talking about. When our sins are forgiven they are removed as far as the east is 
from the west. They are remembered no more. 

Saul undoubtedly wanted to make it right with those he hurt. I wonder if God spoke on behalf of 
those Saul had persecuted and repeated the words of Joseph in Egypt when he said to his 
brothers, “You meant it for evil but God meant it for good.” Paul would later write to the church 
in Rome and tell them that all things work together for good to those who love God. That was 
certainly true for the ones he persecuted. Confession is necessary and any possible restitution is 
important if possible but it is also important to move on. 

There is another dimension of that prayer time I wish we knew about. What did God say to Saul? 
Prayer is a two-way conversation and it is important for us to listen. 



Back to Saul’s post conversion experience. Read verse 10.   

We do not know much about Ananias? All we know about him is found in this one passage and 
in Acts 22:12. Read that verse. 

We are told in Acts 9:10 that Ananias was a disciple of Jesus and that God called to him in a 
vision. We are not told the setting of that vision but most likely he was in prayer when God 
spoke to him. That is a reminder that an important part of prayer is the time we are silent so God 
can talk to us. In prayer we tend to review the day, give thanks and a list our needs. That is 
certainly a part of prayer but serious prayer allows God to speak to us via His Spirit. He wants to 
tell us He loves us. He wants to encourage us. Often He wants to give us direction regarding 
what He wants us to do or to stop doing. Make listening a part of your prayer time.  

Read verses 11-14. 

Ananias, and every Christian in Damascus, not only knew who Saul was but knew why he had 
come to their city. They all wanted to avoid him. 

Read Ananias’s response in verse 13.  

It is interesting that Ananias felt he had to tell God about Saul and how he felt about going to 
him. God knew more about Saul than anyone in Damascus did and He knew how difficult it 
would be for any Christian to go to him. 

Ananias felt free to tell God how he felt. If God sends us out of our comfort zone for any 
ministry we have questions and fears. It is OK to tell God you are not sure you can do that. If we 
were comfortable God probably would not have to challenge us in some way to do it. God 
already knows you are uncomfortable but it helps sometimes to tell Him and then hear Him say 
He knows and He will enable you to do it.  

God said to Ananias, according to verse 15, “Go.” Then God assured Ananias that He knew what 
He was doing. God is so gracious. He understands us and is more than willing to help us 
overcome our fear and reassure us He is in control. He has prepared us and the ones to whom He 
is sending us. 

Part of God’s answer to Ananias, according to verse 15, was the announcement that Saul was His 
chosen vessel and God had a great ministry for him. If I had been Ananias, I might have felt that 
was not fair. One of the toughest thing for a faithful Christian to do is turn over a ministry to 
someone with less experience yet that is often what God asks us to do, not so we can retire but so 
He can use us in some other way. God never makes a mistake in the assignments He gives. 
Ananias was the perfect man to go to Saul and Saul was the perfect man to take the gospel to the 
Gentiles. How do we know that? Because God chose them. You are God’s perfect person to do 
whatever He calls you to do. God never calls the wrong person and never calls us to do 
something He is not sure is a perfect fit for us.  



God asked Ananias to risk his life and go to Saul. God asked him to put away his feelings, 
definitely his fear and probably his hatred, and go to Saul. God said, “Go” and verse 17 tells us 
“Ananias went.” We may never get to see the results of our ministry. We may never see what 
some child in a family we invited to church does for Jesus but we can be sure that if we are 
faithful God will use us even as He used Ananias. 

Ananias greeted Saul as “Brother Saul.” The term “brother” or “sister” as used by the church 
means that one is a part of the spiritual family of God. We may not be biologically related but we 
are spiritually related.  

Then we read that something like scales fell off Saul’s eyes and he could see. For many years 
Saul had been spiritually blind. On the road leading to Damascus Saul met the living Jesus. He 
was no longer spiritually blind but, perhaps to remind Saul of his spiritual blindness and certainly 
to give Saul the opportunity to spend quality time with God, he was physically blind. From that 
point on he will have both physical and spiritual sight and God will use him in a powerful way to 
build the church he once tried to destroy. 

Then Ananias had the privilege of baptizing Saul. Paul the persecuted and Ananias the 
persecuted together shared public testimony to the power of God to transform the persecutor into 
His servant and the one who feared him into his brother.   

What might God ask us to do that is outside our comfort zone? Will we be willing to do it? I 
hope so. Ananias was and God used him because of that willingness just as He will use us if we 
are willing. 


