
The Incomprehensibleness of Christmas 

Read Isaiah 7:14. Have you ever wondered what went through the mind of Isaiah when God 
gave him this message? What was God talking about? Virgins don’t have babies. Why would 
God call “Immanuel” a sign? It meant “God will be with us.” Isaiah had to think that God was 
always with them. That was no sign. 

Jump ahead to Paul’s writing to the church in Colossae. Read Colossians 1:15.   

Isaiah’s prophecy and Colossians 1:15 say so much about Christmas yet it is all so 
incomprehensible as to defy any serious attempt to completely understand it. But in recognizing 
the truly unique nature of the birth of Jesus hopefully we will all dig deeper into the implications 
of Jesus coming to earth.  

The first thing that jumps out is the incomprehensible incarnation. How can we ever begin to 
understand the miracle that God came to earth on that first Christmas morning or understand that 
the baby we picture being wrapped in a blanket was none other than a God Man? At one and the 
same time He was fully the visible expression of the invisible God and fully man. Jesus had to be 
fully man to be to take a man’s place on a Cross, yet completely God so He would be able to take 
the place of all men. He had to be both to declare that whosoever believes can be saved. 

That is what is wrapped up in the miracle of Christmas. The virgin birth is a miracle birth. The 
miracle of that conception by the power of the Holy Spirit, while beyond anything that we can 
begin to understand, was vital to God’s plan of redemption. Contemplation of the truth that Jesus 
had to be fully God and fully man to be our redeemer enriches our understanding of the degree to 
which God went to solve our sin problem. Considering that miracle helps us understand a little 
more fully how serious sin is and how hopeless we are in that sin. Apart from the plan of an 
almighty and all wise God who conceived of a way that would protect His holiness by fully 
paying the price of sin and yet allow us to be justified via faith in that provision, we would have 
been forever separated from God. Christmas is not ultimately about trees and lights or cards and 
smiling at one another but it is about God’s elaborate plan to redeem a lost mankind. 

Another thing about the incarnation is the incomprehensible love that was displayed in the act 
of Jesus being born in a manger. Most of us know the verse Paul wrote in Romans 5:8 telling us 
that “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” The Christmas story took place in the midst of a world that was totally undeserving of such 
an act of love. The Cross that followed was likewise an act of love in a world that was totally 
undeserving of that also. One of the problems we have with understanding the magnitude of the 
Christmas gift is that we view it all too often as those who have been saved by His grace and 
those who are, as best we can, trying to live for him. That tends to make us think in terms of, 
“We really are not all that bad, are we?” The miracle of Christmas becomes incomprehensible 
when we consider how God really sees us as sinners. God says that even our most righteous 
appearing actions are nothing but dirty rags to Him who is perfectly holy, to Him who is without 



any trace of sin whatsoever. There is nothing, absolutely nothing in us, that made us worthy of 
His love or the gift of His Son on that Christmas day. In trying to picture what it took to send 
Jesus to Bethlehem on that first Christmas day I tried to think of someone we might conceive as 
most unlovable. Imagine for a moment that a close relative, perhaps a son or daughter, was to 
suddenly come into the sanctuary in desperate need of help. He was bleeding to death and overall 
a real mess. Would you not jump to help regardless of how messed up you got? And if necessary 
would you not donate blood, even if giving it meant the possibility of your own death? Too often 
we see God coming to our rescue on that first Christmas by seeing us as we would see a relative 
we loved. Because of our faith in Jesus we are literally now in God’s family so we tend to read 
all of this in terms of what He would do for us today.  But imagine for a moment that the head of 
ISIS was to walk into our sanctuary this morning in desperate need of help. He was bleeding to 
death and needed someone to not only bind up his wounds but also to give a blood transfusion 
that might mean the death of the donor. Who would jump up other than to strangle him? To us, 
and probably to history, ISIS represents that which is most reprehensible in a human being and 
one deserving not only of death but also probably of a horrible death and certainly hell after that. 
ISIS has offended every semblance of decency and has so offended our sense of what humanity 
is all about that we question whether anyone in it deserves any mercy at all. What we fail to see 
is that our sin was/is as offensive to a holy God as the actions of ISIS is to us. There is nothing in 
us that even a loving God could find to love. We cannot begin to understand it but we can at least 
think about that incomprehensible love and marvel anew at just how great it was and continues to 
be. The more we contemplate God’s love the more meaningful the whole incomprehensible 
miracle of God coming to earth will challenge and encourage us. 

Another consideration is the incomprehensible provision for us God made when He sent His 
Son first to a manger and then to a Cross. Christmas is not just about peace on earth and good 
will toward man, as important as that seems. The greater news is, “Unto you is born a Savior.” 
Christmas is all about God’s provision for our most desperate need, our sin need. This side of 
glory we will not be able to fully understand what it means to be “born again,” as Jesus put it to 
Nicodemus, or “saved” as Paul put it Romans. That redemption includes an eternal hope which is 
what we most often think of when we think about what it means for us.   

While the assurance of everlasting life for believers is the foundation of all that is ours in Jesus, 
and the most important provision because of how long eternity is, it is only a part of all God 
provided via the One born in a manger. God’s Word is filled with promise after promise for us as 
believer today, promises that could not happen had Jesus not been born to then die for us. The 
Jesus whose birth we celebrate a Christmas sent us His Holy Spirit to live within us once we 
have made a commitment to Him. That Holy Spirit provides the power within to overcome 
temptation. He enables us to mature spiritually as His fruit grows in us. The Holy Spirit 
represents us before the throne in prayer so even our groaning are presented properly. In addition 
to that, the Holy Spirit equips us for ministry through the gifts of the Spirit. He helps us when we 
study Scripture to understand it. He encourages us when we are discouraged and wipes away 
tears when we are hurting, etc. We could go on and on listing the blessings that are ours because 
Jesus came to make it possible for the Holy Spirit to dwell within us. 



A deeper meditation on the fullness of God’s provision for us through Jesus will enrich the 
meaning of this season and every day. 

On the surface the Christmas story is so simple that little kids can understand it. They can act it 
out and can see in the manger one who loves them. At the same time, it is so complex that the 
greatest of minds will never fully understand it and none of us will fully apply in our lives all 
that is now possible because God came to a manger. The incarnation, whereby the eternal God 
became a man without losing His deity, is beyond comprehension but is essential for our 
redemption. The love that caused God to give His Son and for His Son to come is certainly 
beyond any hope that we can understand it. But the more we do consider it the richer it becomes, 
and the more we are able to love in return. The provisions that God made for us because of the 
life, death and resurrection of the One whose birth we celebrate are more than any of us will ever 
fully apply. The more we think about it the better able we are to make it ours. 

Christmas is all about a God who so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that 
whosoever believes might have everlasting life. Christmas is all about the multiple blessings that 
are ours because the Baby, whose birth we celebrate, was willing in time to die for us. Then He 
gave us the Holy Spirit to live within. Contemplate, as you gather to enjoy Christmas, the 
incomprehensible incarnation. The more you think about it the more marvelous it becomes and 
the more we understand God’s love for us.  


