
Psalm 138   A Psalm of Thanksgiving 

Introduction: This is a Psalm attributed to David and is called a Psalm of Thanksgiving because 
it repeats verbs for praise or thanksgiving, namely "I will praise ... sing.... bow down ... praise." 
The first and last verbs in Hebrew are forms of the Hebrew word for "praise" and together they 
set the boundaries of worship and praise. David praised the Lord as an expression of devotion 
("with all my heart") and as a witness against the idols who have no power ("before the "gods,'" 
v. 1). David declared that praise belongs to the Lord alone and never to the false gods of the 
nations whose kings will submit ultimately to the word of the Lord (vv. 4, 5). God can be praised 
for who He is, that is His character summed up in His Name, and for what He has done through 
His covenant love, seen in His answering prayer and making promises that can be counted on. 
The Psalm can be outlined as follows: 
 V.1-3 Personal Praise to God 
 V.4-6 Universal Praise to God 
 V.7-8 Personal Confidence in God 

The Psalm begins with “I will praise you.” The word translated “praise” is often translated “give 
thanks.” Giving thanks is a major form of praise to God. As we look back over this past year we 
have much to thank Him for. 

David praised the LORD, with all my heart: There is a depth of commitment here that ought to 
characterize all worship. The idea of a “whole heart” carries the sense of both mind and 
emotions, of one total being 

David said before the "gods" I will sing your praise. The word David used for “gods” was 
used in the Old Testament to describe a variety of images including the false deities, the angels 
and even the kings of the earth. It occasionally was used to refer to the people of Israel. Any one 
fits the context and is true in terms of praising God before them. 

In V. 2 David wrote I will bow down toward your holy temple. This was David’s way of 
saying that while he would sing praises before the gods, his attention was always directed to the 
true and living God who dwells in glory and whose glorious presence was seen in the temple. 
David saw in God both His transcendence (that is His majesty and glory in heaven) as well as 
His imminence or presence with us. He is the God of the universe but also the God who also 
chose to become incarnate and dwell among us. As the transcendent God there is no need He 
cannot meet. As the imminent God He knows us and loves us in a personal and intimate way. 
Bowing down is an expression of submission and worship.  

David said that he will praise God’s name. David was saying he would praise God for all He is, 
for His very essence. In biblical times the “name” stood for all one was.  
  
David wrote he would praise God for His love and your faithfulness.  These are the two things 
for which David initially expressed thanks. There was God’s covenant love or loving contract He 



made with the Israelites that could not be broken. It was only God’s love that chose them when 
they did not deserve it and it is that love which will always be there because of His faithfulness. 
God will do all He has promised to do. All of God’s actions toward us flow though His love and 
faithfulness. Read Ephesians 3:20  

David next said he would praise God “for you have exalted above all things your name and 
your word.” David said his understanding of God had reached to a new level, implying a new 
depth of understanding of how important it is to know that God’s word can always be believed 
and trusted. Because of who God is we can always depend upon Him to keep His promises. That 
is important to remember as we move ahead into a New Year. 

David would praise God because “When I called, you answered me;” Few things encourage us 
to give thanks than remembering answers to prayer. This made him bold and stouthearted. The 
answer to his prayer made him what he otherwise would never have been. When God does for us 
what we cannot do ourselves we feel compelled to not only thank Him but tell others how good 
He has been. 

In verses 4 and 5 David declared his intent to share his faith with those with whom he would 
have come in contact. He knew God would use that testimony so others would believe. 

In the bigger picture this is a picture of what will happen when Jesus returns. Read Philippians 
2:9-11. While the fullness of this prayer/promise will not be realized until Jesus returns, it is a 
powerful challenge to share Jesus with those with whom we come in contact on a daily basis so 
they will be ready for that return. Until Jesus returns it is our responsibility to be the light to the 
world. As we praise God for His faithfulness, others will become interested in who He is and 
allow us to share the truths we have discovered about Him. 

In V. 6 David declares “Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly, but the proud 
he knows from afar.” This is one of those great verses that is filled with theology and challenge 
for everyone. It reflects upon a God who is transcendent in every way yet imminent in that He is 
able to relate to the lowest of peoples and in fact despises those who take pride in themselves. 
God is the mighty one “on high” but at the same time able to be touched by our infirmities.  

Not only is this a challenge to us and our attitude toward God, but a challenge for us to witness 
more faithfully. Are we willing to take the gospel to everyone including the down and out, to the 
dirty and forgotten of the world? Remember how often Jesus ministered to the poor, the orphans, 
the widows, the forsaken and even the persecuted of this world. 

Verse 7 is another expression of praise for God. David knew God could always deliver him. 
Another reason to praise God is that God is our provider and protector. Circumstances do not 
determine our condition but God’s love and faithfulness do. As we enter a New Year with all of 
its uncertainty it is important to remember who holds the year in His hand. 



The right hand is the hand of power and authority See Exodus 15:6, 7. 
  
David concluded this Psalm with verse 8 which reminds us of Paul’s message to the Christians in 
Philippi where he wrote in Philippians 1:6, “being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  

The confidence that God will accomplish in us and for us all He desires is rooted in His 
everlasting love, a love that will endure forever. Read Psalm 136 this week and note the refrain 
“Your love, O Lord endures forever.” Consider how that applies in a practical way to every 
aspect of our lives. It is the preserving grace of God that holds us on course and ensures the final 
victory. 

As we reflect on this Psalm it is a reminder of all we have to praise God for. We must praise God 
for His love, His faithfulness, His revelation of all He is, and for all the answers to prayer that He 
has made. None of that is deserved but comes from a gracious and merciful God. We can and 
should praise Him for His protection and care in difficult times and for the assurance that He will 
fulfill His purpose in and through us. What else can we say but Praise God? Bring on the New 
Year with all of the promises God has made for us as we face that year. 


