
Thanksgiving 2015 

Anyone who has ever taken Philosophy 101 knows that one of the philosophical questions asked 
early on to challenge students is, “If a tree falls in the middle of the forest and there is no one 
there to hear it fall, does it make any noise?” The issue of course is whether or not there is a 
reality outside of ourselves, some independent reality that would hear even when we are not 
there. 

Today I would like to pose a question based on the same concept. “If someone is totally alone 
in the middle of a forest and finds something of value, is there any reason to give thanks for 
it?” 

This week we will celebrate Thanksgiving Day. The question for today is, “If there is no one 
around to thank, is there any reason to give it or are we simply saying thanks to a machine 
for something that came to us?” On the other hand, “If there is truly one to whom we should 
say thanks, how important is it for us to know Him and thank Him often for what He does 
for us?” 

One of the tragedies of Thanksgiving Day will be that millions of Americans will gather together 
to give thanks for things that deep down they know they should be thankful for, while in reality 
they will have no real understanding of where to direct their thanks.  

There is a part of all of us that desires to give thanks and that desire is not just something we 
learn although the actual expression of it is learned. I’m amazed that men and women who 
constantly deny and even mock God will, at times when something amazing happens, say 
something like, “Thank God you’re OK.” God built into us the desire to give thanks but if one 
does not know to whom, or how to give thanks, the whole thing can easily go astray. 

I received an email a while back in which the person said, “We have been free of colds so far this 
year. Knock on wood” I have yet to figure out what knocking on wood has to with being thankful 
but frankly, if one does not know the true and the living God, he or she may as well knock on 
wood, but realize it does no good to do that.  

Isaiah deals with this in Isaiah 45:15-25. Read those verses. Verse 20 tells us that even in Isaiah’s 
day there were those who evidently knocked on wood when they wanted something or wanted to 
say thanks. But Isaiah says how foolish to turn to these wooden things made by the hand of man 
and ignore the one who created all things, holds all things together and pours out blessing on all. 
Read what James said much later in James 1:17. 

In Isaiah 45 we learn a number of things about the one to whom we should give thanks this 
Thanksgiving Day, and in fact every day. 



In verse 18 we find that the God to whom all thanks belongs is the creator of all things. In 
response to the philosophical question of whether there is anyone to hear a sound when there is 
no human there, the answer is simple. There is the creator God who created not only the trees 
that fall but the sound they make when they fall and the ears of men who would hear it if they are 
there. Yes, there is a reality outside of man. It is the reality of a creator God. Unfortunately today 
there are far too many who deny the existence of a creator and try instead to explain this whole 
universe in terms of pure chance, of a big bang that got is all started. There is a creator who is 
responsible for everything that exists and from whom all blessings come and therefore the One to 
whom all thanksgiving should flow. He, not wood, deserves to be thanked. 

Not only is He the creator, He is the only true God according to the last part of verse 18. Anyone 
else who claims to deserve thanks is simply wood to be knocked on with no power to grant 
blessings and certainly no ears to hear thanks. There is only one from whom all blessings flow 
and He is to be thanked for all He has given us.  

Isaiah tells us not only that God created but that He has revealed Himself. In Verse 19 we find 
God declaring to the prophet, “I have not spoken in darkness.” The Bible is God’s self-
revelation. In His Word we find Him as well His will for man whom He created. God has 
certainly revealed Himself in creation. The point made in Isaiah is not so much where you find 
God as that He can easily be found. He can reveal Himself because He is real and not some 
mystical force. He is not a vague entity that holds the world together, He is not the duct tape that 
holds the stars in place or the invisible force that fights evil but He is a real living God who does 
good and deserves thanks for it. The problem our society will face this Thanksgiving Day is that 
people are going to be thankful and will recognize that somewhere there has to be someone to 
thank, but they have rejected the One who has revealed Himself as the giver of every gift. In 
place of the true and living God they have manufactured philosophical gods, gods which in the 
end are no better than the wood we knock on when we don’t know the One to whom all thanks 
belongs. 

What should we be thankful to God for this week? Isaiah tells us that the most important thing to 
give thanks for is our salvation. God speaks through Isaiah to declare, according to the last part 
of verse 21, that there is no other God. Isaiah also tells us that He is righteous. Being righteous 
means He cannot ignore sin or have fellowship with those who are not righteous. Because He 
wanted to retain His righteousness and still be able to fellowship with us, He provided us with a 
Savior in His Son who paid the penalty for our sins. Read Isaiah 45:22 where God himself 
pleaded that none should ignore the salvation He provides.  

Read Hebrews 2:2. During the weeks immediately ahead we will be preparing ourselves for 
Christmas. There is no way we will ever be able to fully comprehend all that the birth of Jesus 
means to us but we know for sure it is beyond any value we could place on it. As we give thanks 
this week we need to put at the top of our “thank-you list” our salvation.  



While our salvation would be on top of our thanksgiving list there is a lot more to be thankful 
for. Isaiah tells us that God not only provides righteousness though His Son but according to 
verse 24, He provides strength. God is the one who has promised to sustain and nourish us. That 
enables us to be the person He designed us to be and accomplish what He desires us to 
accomplish.  

Another way to translate the Hebrew word “strength” is “security.” What a powerful promise 
that is for a time like this. We live in a less and less secure world all the time. Reports of 
terrorism such as we saw last week in Paris, hatred as seen in many of our cities and on college 
campuses, financial insecurity in an increasingly volatile economic setting,  questions about the 
cost of medical care, and the security of Social Security are in the news every day. In the midst 
of all of this we find the creator God declaring that He is the secure one who gives strength 
sufficient for each day. If that isn’t something to give thanks for this week I am not sure what is. 
This security and strength comes to those who love Him because He is secure, He controls both 
time and eternity and has declared that He knows exactly where it is all going. God has assured 
us all history is going to that moment when our Savior returns. What a blessing awaits us all. In a 
world where millions have little or no hope for eternity and can only speculate about the 
possibility of there being something better after the grave, we can know that our Jesus had gone 
to prepare a place for us and is coming again to take us unto Himself. Between now and His 
return He has promised that He will never leave or forsake us. For that security we can and must 
surely give thanks not only on Thanksgiving Day but every day. 

This week Americans will pause to give thanks. They know they have much to be thankful for. If 
those outside of Jesus think they have cause to give thanks, how much more do we have reason 
to give thanks for we who know the One from whom all blessings have come? How much more 
do we have to give thanks because we know the One who has redeemed us through the shed 
blood of Jesus on the Cross? How much more do we have reason to give thanks because we 
know the One who strengthens us and is our security?  If those living in fear and uncertainty 
about the future know they must give thanks, how much more should those of us who know 
where history is going and know His presence and provision day by day pause this week, and 
every day of every week, to thank Him for His goodness to us? 


