
Loving Mankind: Exodus 20:12-17 
Wrapping-up the 10 Commandments by taking an overview of the second section that contains 
Commandments 5-10.  

The first 4 Commandments deal with our relationship to God and the Commandments 5-10 deal 
with our relationship to one another. The first 4 tell us we are to love God and the last 6 tell us 
we are to love one another. The first 4 relate to our upward or vertical love and the last 6 deal 
with our outward or horizontal love. The order is important. We must first love God and then we 
are to express the love He gives us to others. The first great commandment is that we should love 
the Lord our God with all our being and the second is that we should love others as we love 
ourselves. The more passionate one is about his love for God the greater will be his ability to 
love neighbors. 

Unfortunately our society has reversed that order. In our humanistic culture man has become the 
center of the universe. Mankind decides what truth is and what is right or wrong. A downside of 
humanism, which says mankind is the top of all creation, is that for all practical purposes it 
eliminates God. Humanism also eliminates our ability to truly love others and therefore 
eliminates the possibility of truly keeping Commandments 5-10. Read I John 3:11, then I John 
4:16 and finally I John 4:19. Whatever love flows through us to others, be it family or neighbor, 
has its origin in God. We cannot reverse the order of the commandments and expect to somehow 
be able to keep Commandments 5-10. If we have not made the commandment to love God with 
all our heart and obey Him aa a priority then we will not be able to love others as we should. 

What struck me most as I again studied Commandments 5-10 is how far our society has moved 
away from them. We have moved away from God and therefore we have moved away from 
treating others as we should. 

Commandment 5: Read Exodus 20:12. This commandment is first because the family has always 
been and always will be the foundation of society. When God created Adam and Eve He 
instructed them to multiply and fill the earth. In a sense when our earthly families live properly 
they reflect the family of God that He both created and then redeemed us to be. 

So where are we on family? According to the Encyclopedia of Psychology 40-50% of all 
marriages end in divorce with an even higher rate for a second marriage. The rate of divorce is 
lowering but only because more couples are living together while not married. The last US 
census noted that the number of children living in single parent homes has nearly doubled since 
the 1960 census. Over 30% of all children in America live in a single parent home. Some of 
those single families are there because of the death of a spouse but many are not. The statistics 
for church families are not a lot better. It is much harder to honor God in a broken home. 

Commandment 6: Read Exodus 20:13. When was the last time you listened to the nightly news 
and did not hear about a murder? How many students have been murdered this year? Statistics 



are hard to come by on the total number of homicides each year in America but one recent article 
noted that in California alone there were nearly 2000 murders last year alone. 

Which country commits the most murders in any given year? If you count the two million plus 
annual abortions in so called Christian America you have your answer. Of course many in 
America do not consider abortion to be murder but that is exactly what it is. Those involved in 
genetics tell us that the moment the first cells of a human being unite they contain the genetic 
makeup of the person those cells will become if allowed to live. Abortion is murder and violates 
this commandment. I am pro-choice. You can choose between making a baby and not. You can 
choose between keeping a child or putting that child up for adoption. You just cannot choose 
between letting a child live or murdering it. God is the author of life. He not only gives us life He 
gives us an abundant live if we allow Him to.  

Here is a question. Is it murder if we do tell someone about God’s gracious salvation allowing 
them to die eternally? Jesus said we should fear not the one who can take a life here but on who 
can take the soul. Certainly sharing the message of life is critical. 

Commandment 7: Read Exodus 20:14, Recent studies show that approximately 1/3 of high 
school students are sexually active. A phrase such as “friends with benefits” has become a 
common part of society’s description of relationships. A majority of couples today are living 
together before marriage. Today 50% of all marriages end in divorce and we know that many of 
those marriages end because of an extramarital affair, known in the Bible as committing adultery. 
The whole sexual revolution is an abomination to God. 

Commandment 8: Read Exodus 20:15. Stealing involves, of course, taking goods or money that 
does not belong to you. As a society stealing has become a way of life for far too many, in part to 
feed their addictions. It has almost become expected behavior for many in positions of leadership 
to feel they can accept bribes or benefits not permitted a generation ago. Our society lives by an 
entitlement philosophy that allows many to assume it is acceptable to live off others claiming 
one disability or another to enable the government to support them. I can support those who 
cannot legitimately work but to lie about a physical need, to exaggerate a condition, or to refuse 
to even look for a job because welfare pays more is stealing.  

There are other areas where one can legitimately be accused of stealing. Failure to declare 
income on one’s taxes or claim deductions that one is not entitled to is stealing. Going to work 
and finding ways to avoid the work one is being paid for or doing a job shabbily is stealing from 
an employer. Not telling a clerk in a store that she gave you too much change is stealing from 
that store. 

Commandment 9: Read Exodus 20:16. If this Commandment refers only to court testimony then 
we probably all do fairly well since we are hardly ever called upon for such a testimony. If we 
include gossip perhaps we don’t do as well as we might wish we did. It is too easy for us to pass 



on information that is not true about someone, especially if that individual has offended us in 
some way.  

Certainly false testimony is making a promise when we have no intention of keeping it, a sin we 
all too easily commit.  

Commandment 10: Read Exodus 20:17. Update this command to include your neighbor’s car and 
his iPhone, his yard, his job, his position in church, etc. In a society that insists on keeping up 
with the neighbors this is a major problem.  

Our society does not take the Commandments of God very seriously but what about Christians? 
How many can say he hasn’t broken at least one of them in the last 3 months? Before we answer, 
note that it gets more challenging when we remember that God gave what may be called the 
condensed version of them in Exodus 20. God expanded them throughout the rest of Scripture. 
For example read Matthew 5:21-22 and Matthew 5:27-28.  

All of us have failed to keep all of the Commandments. We often assume that some of the 
Commandments are more important than others and we have basically kept the ones that are 
important to God. To God all sin is equal even though some have more consequences than 
others, Read James 2:10. Then read Romans 3:23. God has an answer. Read Romans 6:3. The 
starting place for everyone is the same. Jesus died for our sins and all we need to do to have the 
debt of our sin paid in full is to accept the truth that Jesus died for them. Having accepted that, 
we must then ask Jesus to apply that provision to our personal account. When we do that God 
marks our sins “Paid for in full.” 

That is not the end of it. God does not offer forgiveness of sin so we can go ahead and sin more, 
saying it doesn’t matter. The expectation of Jesus is that once we accept His forgiveness we will 
seek to live like He would have us live. To do this we need God’s daily help. Read Galatians 
2:20. To keep the commandments we must allow the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives so 
we can be transformed into His likeness. 


