
Psalm 78:1-8 

The first 8 verses of Psalm 78 have to do with parenting. It is a Psalm for parents and in a larger 
sense grandparents, aunts and uncles. This Psalm speaks to all who have contact in any way with 
children.  

Psalm 78 is classified as an historical Psalm. There are 6-8 Psalms that fall into this category 
because they primarily review the history of Israel. If you read the entire Psalm you note it 
details what God had done in the past for His people and how His people responded to Him.  

The scribes called this Psalm a "maskil" which was a title for Psalms intended for instruction. 
This Psalm fits that definition. 

At the heart of this Psalm is the understanding that we will never fulfill our God given family 
responsibilities if we are not serious and deliberate about raising our children and grandchildren 
with a solid spiritual foundation. Too often today we hear parents say that they don't want to 
force religion on their children but instead leave them free to make up their own minds. Such a 
philosophy is not only disastrous but downright foolish. We don't take that approach in any other 
area of life. We don't ignore education until they are old enough to decide if they really want to 
go to school. This Psalm reminds us that as parents we must deliberately train our children in the 
things of God. Read Psalm 127:1. We can do all of the other right things in parenting but if we 
fail here, the whole thing fails. If you train children to be neutral in their faith when they are 
older they are most likely to choose neutrality. Read Matthew 12:30 on neutrality. 

Look ahead to verses 7 and 8. We discover the reason we must teach our children the things of 
God. Look especially at verse 8 which tells us why we are to be faithful in this responsibility. If 
we do not instruct our children in the things of God, when they are older they will not follow 
after God or keep His commandments. Since Adam and Eve first sinned all men have been born 
with a sinful nature. Children don't come into the world neutral, they come with a bent toward 
sin and they will sin, all of us have sinned and fallen short of God's glory. Left unchecked that 
sinful nature will lead one further and further away from God. The counter balance is the 
teaching of God's Word so the Holy Spirit can lead our children in the way they should go. 
. 
Read verse 1. In modern terminology he is saying, "Don't touch that dial, the message you are 
about to hear is important. Pay attention." 

Read verses 2 and 3.That sums up the various ways God has spoken. (Verse 2 is quoted in 
Matthew 13:35 in relationship to the parables of Jesus.) Verse 2 speaks of God making Himself 
and His will known through stories that illustrate truth or contrast truth with lies. God's Word 
also makes known what would otherwise be hidden to us. There are important truths that would 
never be known had God not chosen to reveal them to us. Education can make known to us 
truths associated with general revelation, that is God's self disclosure in creation but there is a 



great deal we could not know apart from God's revelation in the Bible.  It is those truths that we 
must pass on to our children and grandchildren.  

Read verse 4 that drives that point home. Notice the first part of the commitment commanded in 
verse 3 is that we "will not hide," truth from them. The second is that in addition to not hiding it 
"we will tell them." That calls for a commitment to communicate the truth of God to the next 
generation and eliminates any possibility of neutrality and allowing them to decide in time on 
their own. 

Note what specifically we are to pass on It is the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. That is 
making sure our children and grandchildren hear the stories of the Bible. Too many children 
know nothing of the basic stories of God at work in the lives of men and women like Abraham, 
Joseph, Ruth, Esther, David, Elijah, Daniel, etc. Those stories reveal God's power, His love, His 
mercy, His grace, His patience, His faithfulness, His knowledge etc. They also speak of His 
anger with sin and judgment on it. In addition to God's activity through the great Bible stories 
our children need to know His power, and the wonders He has done. That is a command to 
teach our children that our great God is the creator of all and they need to know of His 
praiseworthy work and power in redemption. 

I've been told by some parents that to teach Bible stories takes so much time and takes away 
from other activities. They hardly have time to do school work and go to sports. Such an attitude 
shows that school is vital, sports is vital, playing is vital but learning about God may not be all 
that vital or important. 

Our kids do have full schedules. It may not be possible or even wise to expect our kids to read a 
Bible story a day but certainly a story a week is reasonable. That means 52 stories in a year. And 
parents can read one or two a week at family meal time and spend 5 minutes talking about it.  

Read verse 5 for an additional expectation of parenting. Put into modern language that is a 
command to teach our children Bible verses that express the character as well as the 
commandments of God.  

My suggestions for Scripture memorization. First make the verses important and somewhat 
relevant. All need to learn verses such as  John 3:16 or I John 1:9. Second, make them 
meaningful. Teaching a 6 year old to say "Husbands love your wives" so they will know that in 
20 years is not going to cut it. Thirdly, use rewards. First, let them know that learning the Bible 
is important to you by not only teaching them but by learning some verses with them. And 
seriously consider offering rewards for a job well done. This aspect of Christian formation could 
easily be handled by grandparents who often have the time and resources to make it a special 
bribe and most grandkids want to please grandparents anyway. A day at Sight and Sound, a 
special ice cream treat with you, a trip somewhere neat can be worth ever so much in the long 
haul. Make it pay now because you know it will pay much more later. 



Verse 6 speaks again of the importance of passing on our faith. Read verse 6,  In Christian 
education we say the real test of how successful you are in teaching the truths of God is not 
found in your children but in your grandchildren and great-grandchildren. The goal is not only to 
have your children follow after the Lord but to be so committed to it that they ensure their 
children follow so that they in turn will teach it to their children. It's a teach it forward principle. 

In verse 7 we have the ultimate goal of it all. The purpose is not simply earning a trip to camp or 
being able to answer trivia questions on the life of Elijah but the ultimate goal is faith in Jesus 
and the salvation He offers to us. Read verse 7. We need to encourage our children to make 
personal commitments to Jesus. We don't want them following the example noted in verse 8 but 
simply learning Scripture without a faith commitment to Jesus will not help at all. A Christian is 
not someone who attends church and quotes the Bible but someone whom Jesus described as 
"Born Again" or as it is put in Acts, someone who is saved. Talk of your personal salvation 
experience and from time to time ask them if they would like to make a commitment to Jesus. 
Once you are sure they have made that initial commitment encourage them to pray a prayer of 
commitment about lessons learned. So, if the lesson is on trusting God encourage them to ask 
God to help them trust Him more etc. 

Teaching God's Word has always been important but in our day with the attitude of society 
regarding religion it is all the more important that our children and grandchildren know the Bible 
in general and Jesus personally. Make it fun but make it meaningful because it is important. 


