
Malachi and Worship 

One can study Malachi by looking at the 8 questions that Malachi asked God on behalf of the 
people. The first question dealt with God’s love for the people. They wanted to know if He really 
did love them and God assured them that He did. Malachi’s 4th question was about marriage and 
noted that God has a very high standard for marriage since He instituted it to picture His desired 
relationship with us. Questions 2, 3 and 8 all deal with our worship through giving. Read 
Malachi 1:6-8 and Malachi 3:8.	  	  

Questions 2 and 3 have to do with the quality of the sacrifices the Israelites gave to God while 
question 8 dealt with the amount they gave to Him. In Malachi’s day the people were not only 
not giving God what He required of them, what they were giving Him was their second best, or 
perhaps even their poorest. While the sacrificial system of the Old Testament is no longer in 
effect because Jesus was the once for all sacrifice for us on the Cross, none-the-less there are two 
principles in them that are true for all times and so applicable to us today. God had two 
requirements for the gifts themselves that were given to Him. The most important requirement 
was that God be given our best. Read Leviticus 22:19-20 and Deuteronomy 15:2. 

God raised an interesting issue with the Israelites. He asked, through Malachi, if the people 
would ever think of giving to a governor the type of gifts they give to Him. The obvious answer 
is that they would not. The Israelites were giving what was left, not what was best. They were 
giving what they did not need instead of sacrificially giving out of love and thanksgiving for all 
He had given to them. We know how to give good gifts to those we feel deserve special gifts. 
How much more should we give good gifts to God for all He has done for us? 

God always gives His children His best. He gave us His best when He gave us His Son. Because 
of that, and who He is, He deserves the very best from us. Many incidents in the New Testament 
illustrate the importance of giving God our best. Read John 12:1-11.  

God not only wants our best, He wants our first. We are never to give God what is left. It’s too 
easy to look at our budget and figure out what we need for ourselves and then figure out what of 
that which is left we can give to God. In the Old Testament giving to God first was taught with 
an offering given at what was called the “First Fruits Festival.” As soon as crops were ready to 
harvest the Israelites were expected to gather immediately some of that harvest and present it to 
God as testimony that it not only came from Him but also their faith that He would continue to 
provide via the rest of the harvest. Giving God the first fruits was a way of expressing the truth 
that not only has everything come from God but ultimately it all belongs to Him. God deserves 
our best and He deserves it first. 

Question 8 asks “Will a man rob God?” God was saying that when the Israelites kept for 
themselves what belongs to Him they were stealing His possessions. The question for the church 
is “What about tithing in the church?” Personally I do not believe that tithing is New Testament. 
Nowhere are we told in the New Testament to tithe. Jesus never instructed His disciples to tithe. 
The Apostle Paul, who wrote extensively to many of the new churches instructing them on just 
about everything related to church life, never once mentioned that believers should tithe. Tithing 
was an Old Testament tax to enable the temple to operate and the priests to survive. The New 



Testament expects generous giving but it takes giving out of the realm of law and puts it into the 
realm of grace. Giving in the New Testament is a question of the wise use of what God has given 
us.  

Read Mark 12:41-44. Note especially verse 41 that says, “Jesus sat down opposite the place 
where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury.” Jesus was watching what people were giving. He was watching carefully enough that 
He not only knew that some gave large amounts but He was able to see a widow woman drop in 
two coins and knew they were copper coins. Jesus didn’t just happen to catch it. He was 
watching what people put in. He not only saw their offerings but because He is all knowing He 
knew the attitude of each one who gave. Think about the fact that when you give an offering in 
church Jesus is watching. 

Jesus actually had more to say about stewardship than any other subject. He did so, I believe, for 
two reasons. Wise stewardship is an expression of real faith and wise stewardship is the way He 
established for us to send treasure on into eternity. 

First of all, stewardship is a sign of real faith. One cannot buy salvation but there is in the New 
Testament a correlation between what we think about money and our faith. Remember 
Zacchaeus, the man who found himself up a tree and then hosting a meal for Jesus. Luke 19 
records that encounter. Read verse 8.  In response to Zacchaeus’ new perspective on giving Jesus 
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house.” Read about the rich young ruler who 
came to Jesus as recorded in Matthew 19:16-29. He asked Jesus what he had to do to inherit 
eternal life. If he had asked me I would have told him he had to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is the requirement to be saved. After a short discussion Jesus said, “If you want to be 
perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.” The rich ruler went away and Jesus said “Truly I tell you, it is hard for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus was not, as I just noted, saying we 
can buy our way into heaven but He was saying that an expression of the genuineness of our 
faith is seen in our stewardship of what God has given us. To truly believe is to understand that 
God is the supplier of all we have and it really does all belong to Him. Tithing is not the issue. 
The issue is our attitude toward what we have and our willingness to turn it over Him. 

Jesus told that rich man that a proper use of his resources would result in treasure in heaven. 
Read Matthew 6:19-24. It is true that we cannot take it with us but we can send it on ahead. 

Jesus was not suggesting for a moment that we ought not to spend money on earthly things. We 
need homes and food and cars and relaxation. His challenge, however, was to evaluate where our 
ultimate priorities are. Are we more concerned with the present life that is at best fleeting or are 
we concerned about storing up treasure in heaven for eternity? In your bulletin is the quote from 
Jim Elliot on giving up what we cannot keep to gain what we cannot lose. The issue is not that 
we do not have real needs here and now but that ultimately stewardship is about wanting what is 
best and lasting. Giving is not a matter of tithing before or after taxes but of giving God what our 
love for Him dictates and what our eternal priorities set for us.  

Of the many parables Jesus told about stewardship the 2 short ones in Matthew 19:44-46 are 
probably the most challenging. In the first about a man who found a great treasure in a field and 



sold all he had to buy the field. The second is about a merchant who found a pearl of great price 
and again sold all he had to purchase it. New Testament giving is not about a 10% tax but about 
discovering in Jesus a treasure worth all we have so it causes us to be willing, indeed anxious, to 
give up all we have for it. Jesus said in Matthew 10:38 that we are to take up our cross and 
follow Him. It really is difficult, if not impossible, to carry a cross for Him while holding on 
tightly to our wallets.  

God asked the Israelites if they really thought it wise to rob Him. Jesus would ask us if we really 
want to rob ourselves of the treasures that can be ours in eternity by holding too tightly onto that 
which we cannot ultimately keep. 

Because of who He is and all He has done for us God deserves our best, not what is left. He has 
the right to take it from us since it is His anyway. He really doesn’t need it since He owns the 
cattle on a thousand hills and everything else. But He has invited us to give as an expression of 
worship and then promised us that in eternity He will bless us for giving. How can we lose? 

Each of us needs to regularly evaluate what we give to God and what we hold onto knowing 
what we give to Him bears interest in eternity while what we hold onto is ultimately lost. 


