
Zechariah 

Zechariah was a young man (2:4). His name means “The Lord (Jehovah) remembers.” There are 
29 individuals in the Old Testament with that name. He was born in Babylon into a priestly 
family. Zechariah 1:1 dates his writing and tells us he was the son of two different men. 
Apparently his father died and his grandfather raised him. His first message was delivered 2 
months after Haggai delivered his first message, making them contemporaries. That means that 
those two were ministering under the same conditions. Haggai and Zechariah were committed to 
encouraging the people to get back to building that Temple. 

Zechariah is the longest of the Minor Prophets and by far the most difficult to understand. He 
writes initially about a vision he had one night that consisted of 8 or 9 parts. They fall into the 
category of apocalyptic literature similar to Revelation, Daniel and Ezekiel. In addition to being 
filled with visions that often had more than one meaning, his writing focused on the future and in 
particular the promised Messiah. Zechariah had more to say about the person and work of Jesus 
than all the other Minor Prophets combined. In addition to what he said about Jesus’ earthly 
ministry he also had a great deal to say about the millennial kingdom the Messiah would 
establish. 

Read Zechariah 9:9. This was quoted about the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem on what we call 
Palm Sunday. See John 12:12-16. 

Read Zechariah 11:12-13 and then Matthew 26:14-15 and Matthew 27:3-5.  

Zechariah can easily be divided into 2 sections. Chapters 1-8 focused primarily on Zechariah’s 
visions and their meaning to the Israelites in his day. The main purpose of those chapters was to 
encourage the people in the rebuilding of the Temple. After his initial call to repentance 
Zephaniah is basically a book of encouragement. Chapters 9-14 deal primarily with events that 
will take place in Zechariah’s future. That section introduces us to the Messiah who must first 
come and suffer for us.  Zechariah will then take us to the millennium. The last section of the 
book, probably written significantly later than the 1st half, deals initially with the future Greek 
empire and then the Roman Empire. The section dealing with the Greek empire detailed so 
exactly the way Alexander the Great established his empire that critics who do not believe that 
God knows the end from the beginning say it had to have been written by another man after the 
fact.  

The opening verses Zechariah (1:2-6) are a call to repentance. Those who chose to return from 
Babylon represented only about 10% of the Jews living there at that time. They were committed 
to re-building Jerusalem and the Temple. When things did not go well the building stopped. In 
the 15 years that followed, their hearts grew cold and they settled into a life that went through the 
motions of worship but otherwise lived as if they were still back in Babylon. Zechariah began his 
message to them with an historical reminder. God had warned their forefathers that if they did 
not obey Him they would be punished. They did not believe God but God did exactly as He said 
He would. They went into captivity. Zechariah’s point was that past judgments should serve as a 



reminder that God keeps His word regarding sin and His punishment of it. Zechariah wanted the 
people to know that obedience brings blessing while disobedience brings God’s anger. 

Read verse 6. Literally, God can be counted on to keep His word. They repented and Zechariah 
moved on to encouragement.  

After that initial introduction the next section begins with verse 7 and continues on until the end 
of chapter 8. That message was given 3 months after the first. While some of the symbolism is 
difficult to fully understand there is no doubt that the primary message was that if they were 
obedient God could be depended upon to bless them. Read 1:14-16.  

Jump ahead in Zechariah to that familiar prophecy that was fulfilled on Palm Sunday. Read 
Zechariah 9:9. That verse says so much about Jesus the Messiah. 

First of all note that He was to be received with joy and shouts of praise. Jesus should always be 
approached with joy and praise but it was particularly significant then because He was coming to 
fulfill His role as our Messiah and redeemer. Read Zechariah 2:10 Jesus is always worthy of our 
praise for He has promised to never leave us or forsake us. His dwelling is with us. That is 
exciting and reason to shout for joy. Jesus is described as “the King.” He is not “a king” but the 
King. Read Revelation 17:14. He and He alone is the one to whom we owe our allegiance.  

He is then described as “righteous.” He will be righteous or as it is often translated “just” in the 
way He rules when He establishes His kingdom but here the reference is not to how He will rule 
but to His very character. Jesus was, is and always be the only “just” or “righteous” one. We have 
all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory but Jesus reflected it perfectly, Read I Peter 2:22. It is 
because of that sinfulness Jesus was able to take our sins upon Himself. 

He came “having salvation.” The problem is that it is not clear from the Hebrew if that is to be 
translated “He is saved” or He was saved from death via His resurrection or if it should be 
translated, “He brings salvation.” The Hebrew word is exactly the same for both the active and 
passive tenses. In the passive tense He was saved from death. In the active tense He brings 
salvation, which we know He did. He said Himself that He came to seek and to save the lost. 
Both are true. If being righteous is who He is then bringing salvation is what He came to do. 

Jesus is next described as “lowly” or as it is often translated, “gentle.” Kings in those days took 
great pains to describe themselves as powerful. Jesus preferred to display His gentleness. He was 
the all-powerful One. Read Isaiah 6:1 and Matthew 11:29. Remember that this “lowly One” had 
the power to speak and the wind and seas obeyed. He commanded the demons to leave and 
immediately they obeyed. He had the power to heal and forgive sins. At His bidding 12 legions 
or thousands of angels would come to His aid. But He preferred to be identified as the gentle 
One to whom we can go, knowing we are always welcome in His presence. 

Finally He was described as “riding on a donkey.” Our immediate reaction is to couple that with 
His lowliness but there is much more here. Kings rode one of two animals. In war and in victory 
they rode a horse. If they came to a city in peace they often rode a donkey. Jesus came to judge 
and conquer sin so He could bring real peace to men. Read Romans 5:1. That is why He came. 
What a Savior we have! 



Zechariah moved on in his sermon. Between 9:9 and 9:10 2000 plus years will pass. John 
Phillips writes, “Zechariah moved from Jesus’ triumphal entry to His triumphant enthronement. 
Verse 10 and what follows takes place when Jesus returns to set up His kingdom. Between verses 
9 and 10 we have the whole church age. History for Israel is on hold but not over. Jesus will 
return to fulfill all of His promises to them and provide us with the fullness of the salvation He 
came to provide for all. 

The Israelites in Zechariah’s day were prone to discouragement as we are. They could not see the 
glory that God had for them. Zechariah wanted to remind them, as he would remind us, that we 
have an incredible Savior. The future belongs to Him and those who are His. Because of that we 
have reason to shout for joy. Because of that we need to live as those who know that because we 
win the challenges of the present are worth it all.  


