
Malachi 

We assume his name was Malachi. Malachi literally means “my messenger” and some have 
wondered if it was his name or just his title. Since all of the other prophets are identified by name 
it seems logical to assume this was his actual name. Malachi ministered about 100 years after 
Haggai and Zechariah, a ministry that would have corresponded with that of Nehemiah. 

Malachi means “my messenger” and he was a messenger. Malachi 2:7 refers to priests as God’s 
messengers. In 3:1 he talks of the forerunner of the Messiah who will be God’s messenger and in 
that same verse Malachi tells us that the Messiah is God’s messenger of the covenant He is 
making with mankind. Malachi was the last of the writing prophets. Following him there would 
be 400 years of silence.  

The history of the Israelites following their captivity in Babylon was recorded by Ezra and 
Nehemiah. Ezra came first and recorded the initial return, the building of the Temple, and the 
establishment of worship. Nehemiah picked up that history about 100 years later. The Temple 
had been completed but the city itself had no wall to protect it from thieves. Nehemiah returned 
to rebuild that wall. By that time the initial re-commitment made by the people in response to the 
challenge of Haggai had dwindled so the worship was not genuine and commitment to follow the 
commands of God non-existent. 

Malachi began by telling his readers that this book was an “oracle.” The word literally means 
“burden” and was often used in connection with judgment. Malachi’s message was primarily one 
of rebuke and condemnation. The people seemed unaware of God’s love for them. They were 
carrying on insincere worship, offering God inferior animals in half-hearted ways. The men were 
mistreating their wives and they were intermarrying with the non-Jews of the area. They were 
also refusing to give God the tithes and offerings they owed Him. Read Malachi 3:5 Malachi had 
an incredibly high view of God. Twenty four times in the 55 verses of this book he refers to God 
as the Lord Almighty. See also Malachi 1:5; 1:11 and 1:14.  The higher our view of God the 
more we are willing to trust Him and obey Him. A low view of God and the place He wants to 
hold in our lives leads to insincere worship and careless living. 

The book of Malachi is one long discourse or sermon, not a series of messages as we saw in 
Haggai and Zechariah. The book is built around major questions Malachi asked because he knew 
they were questions the people would ask in response to God’s statements to them. Malachi 
knew they would literally try to call into question every correction God gave by all but denying 
that what God said was true. (This short book is built around almost 25 different questions.) The 
key questions are on an insert in your bulletin. The questions the people asked really did reflect 
how they felt so God, who is always willing to meet us where we are, answered them.  

The first issue Malachi brought up is found in Malachi 1:2 where we read, “I have loved you,” 
says the Lord.” Before looking at the response of the Israelites we need to know that God had 
repeatedly proclaimed His love for Israel. That message of God’s love is proclaimed over and 



over in the Old Testament but nowhere more clearly than in John 3:16. John tells us in his first 
letter that God is love. God created us in His own image so we could have a loving relationship 
with Him. He declared He loved them and their response was such a human one. “Show me!” 
“Prove You love me. ”Malachi expressed it this way, “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?” 

As good Christians we wonder how they could ever ask such a question but the reality is we have 
probably, at various times, thought similar things ourselves. Try and understand the setting from 
the perspective of the Israelites. They had returned from captivity with the highest of hopes. 
They knew the promises that some of the prophets had made regarding a coming kingdom that 
would surpass even that of David. They had no way of knowing that the kingdom of which they 
spoke would not come until after the Messiah had come and even then it would be at least 2000 
more years before He would return to actually set it up. They had returned expecting the best. 
They gave generously and worked incredibly hard to rebuild the temple and at least in part the 
city of Jerusalem itself. And what had they gotten? Another day older and deeper in debt. They 
were still only a vassal state of the Persians. They were anything but prosperous and nowhere 
near what the nation was under David. Add to that drought and famine and they legitimately 
wondered if God loved them. It never dawned on them that God was withholding blessing 
because of their attitude and behavior. They simply assumed God did not love them.  

I doubt that any of us have declared that God does not love us. We know better. But realistically 
all of us know that God loves some folks more than others. I know that without a doubt God 
loves Billy Graham more than me. He has to. Look at all Billy Graham has done for Him and all 
of the opportunities God gave him. We often think others are blessed in ways we are not because 
God loves them. 

The truth is that God loves each of us who belong to Him with the same infinite love. It‘s easy to 
question that. God seems to bless some more than others so we assume He loves them more. In 
our way of thinking the more one does for God the more He will love him. Not so! Wasn’t true in 
Malachi’s day nor today. God loves all of His people equally. There is nothing you can do to get 
God to love you more and nothing you can do that will cause Him to love you less. He may as a 
good Father in Heaven discipline us as His children when we fall short of what He intends for us 
but He always loves us. 

In Malachi 1 God looked at that basic claim as put forth by the Israelites and He answered them. 
Read Malachi 1:2-3. To understand this response we have to remember that Jacob and Esau were 
twins. Genesis 25:20-34 records that Esau was born first and should have been over his brother 
Jacob but God, with His foreknowledge of how Esau would act toward Him and His people, 
chose Jacob as the one through whom He would raise a nation that would belong to Him. Paul 
used this reference In Romans 9 to demonstrate God’s choice or election of both Israel and all 
who believe in Jesus. Read Romans 5:8.  The example God used could involve several studies 
but for God’s purpose was to assure them and us that had He not loved them He would not have 
chosen us. Many focus on the latter part of that statement, that He hated Esau. That seems out of 
place with what we know of God’s character. Dr. Gaebelein wrote a generation ago, when asked 
about this, that he was not so surprised that God said he hated Esau as that He said He loved 
Jacob. There is, realistically, nothing in us that warrants God’s love. Even our best actions are as 



filthy rags compared to God’s standard of holiness. God’s feelings about Esau were based on His 
foreknowledge of how Esau and his descendants would respond to God. God hates sin. Those 
who chose to consistently reject God’s love and the provision of that love are separated from 
Him and that is expressed as “hate” compared to His love of those who are His by faith.  

Read God’s second response in 1:4-5. Edom was a nation that consisted of the descendants of 
Esau. They had continually harassed the Israelites and claimed that they were so powerful that no 
one, not even God could stop them. God’s point to Israel was that He not only loved them and 
chose them but He had also protected them and would continue to protect them. God had 
allowed them to go into captivity but He had brought them back to His land. No other nation in 
history had done that before. It showed His love. 

They were His people and He loved them. When we come to the New Testament we read that 
Jesus not only loves us but has promised to never leave us or forsake us. Satan tells us that God 
does not really love us because of the way we sometimes act.  Satan tells us that because we are 
suffering or the bank account is running out too fast it is obvious that God no longer loves us. 
Read Romans 8:28-29.  

Today God would remind each of us who belong to Him that He loves us. He would not just say, 
“I love you” but would undoubtedly shout it. If we were to ask how, He would point us to His 
outstretched hands on the Cross. He would point us to His Spirit living within. He would remind 
us of all He has given to us and our families and then He would point us to His book of 
Revelation and declare, “And the best is yet to come.” God really does love us.  


