
Malachi and Marriage 

Malachi is primarily a book of rebuke and condemnation. Before any of the rebuke or 
condemnation God declared His love for the people. They were far from living and worshipping 
the way they should but that did not diminish in any way His love for them. He may discipline 
but He never ceases to love those who, by faith, belong to Him. 

We are going to look at what is actually question four that Malachi asked. It deals with marriage. 
The people were violating two of God’s commands. According to verses 11 they were marrying 
those outside of the faith and according to Malachi 2:13-16 they were getting divorces. Read 
those verses. 

The number 1 attack on God by Satan in this generation has been in relationship to marriage. 
Satan attacked marriage which God designed to teach a truth about Himself and His relationship 
to believers. Our generation first accepted the lie that marriage is for keeps so over 50% of all 
marriages end in divorce. The attitude is just drop one and go for another. The Bible does allow 
for divorce in certain circumstances but there is certainly nothing in Scripture that allows for 
divorce simply because two people are tired of each other. Malachi tells us that God hates 
divorce because it was not what He intended when He created families. 

Satan went further and convinced our society that marriage is optional. What was sin a 
generation ago is now given the nice sounding description of an “alternative lifestyle” meaning it 
is different but acceptable. Finally Satan has led our society to re-define marriage so it includes 
not only marriage between a man and a woman as God established it, it now includes same sex 
marriage which is strictly forbidden by God. 

Malachi dealt primarily with divorce noting that it had become the practice for the older men to 
leave their wives whom they had married when they were young and take up a second marriage 
with someone they felt was better able to make them happy in their older years. None of the 
acceptable reasons for divorce were present.  God said divorce was a sin against Him as well as 
the one to whom the man had made commitments. 

Marriage was established by God. Even a casual reading of Genesis 2:18-2:24 makes it 
abundantly clear that God established the relationship between Adam and Eve. Not only did 
history begin with the establishment of marriage but according to Revelation 19:9 history will 
end with a marriage feast of the Lamb and His church. God established marriage between a man 
and a woman, not between and man and a man.  

Jesus confirmed the intent of marriage. Read Matthew 19:4-6. Jesus not only said that God 
established marriage between and man and a woman. He also said it is intended to be forever.  

The command given to Adam and Eve, according to Genesis 1:28, was to be fruitful and 
multiply. Procreation was part of marriage. One of God’s purposes in marriage is to produce a 



society of people He can have a loving relationship with. There is no procreation between a man 
and a man. 

God designed marriage to be between a man and a woman and specifically forbade a sexual 
relationship between two of the same sex. Read Leviticus 18:22, Leviticus 20:13. Genesis 19:1-5 
is the account of Sodom and Gomorrah and God’s judgment on them in part because of their 
homosexual behavior. Read Jude verse 7.  

How can a Christian read those verses and still support same-sex marriage? Christians who 
support same sex marriage write off the Leviticus passages by lumping them in with other 
Leviticus passages dealing with sacrifices and things like dietary practices. They say those 
statements are no longer applicable. Some passages in Leviticus dealing with the sacrificial 
system have been fulfilled.  The section in which those verses are found are part of the holiness 
code and not sacrifices. God’s standard for holiness has never changed. Jesus made it very clear 
that He came not to abolish the Law but to fulfill it. Those advocating the legitimacy of same sex 
marriages are advocating this section has been abolished.  

Liberals deny the Sodom and Gomorrah passage by quoting Ezekiel 16:49 that talks of a variety 
of other sins that Sodom was guilty of. Homosexual practice is not mentioned in that list. 

If you hold to a low view of God’s Word you can twist it to say anything you want or not say 
anything that offends your desires. 

Without spending too much more time on this aspect of marriage let me comment on the number 
one reason given for wanting to be allowed to have a homosexual relationship. It very simply 
says, “God made me with these desires, why should I not be allowed to express and enjoy 
them?” That reasoning is as old as Genesis 3 and the sin of Adam and Eve who blamed Satan 
whom God made and then blamed each other. The origin of these feelings is our sinful nature, 
known theologically as depravity. Since Adam’s sin every one of us has been born with sinful 
nature, that is with a bend toward sin and not good. It is always easier to sin than be good. 
Sinning comes naturally. Saying that because I am wired that way makes it acceptable is the 
same as saying that because I am wired to anger it is OK to be angry. It is the same as saying that 
because at times I want to kill someone, killing them is acceptable. Sin is never acceptable no 
matter how much our sinful nature wants to do it. Not only are we expected to resist the 
temptations to sin, for the Christian the issue is even more unique. We have the Holy Spirit in us. 
His job, in part, is to help us overcome sin while in the process of transforming us into the 
likeness of Jesus and filling us with the Fruit of the Spirit. The feelings may be legitimate but 
that is not justification for acting them out and there is help. 

Same sex marriage is not the unpardonable sin. We can and should stand against it. We must not 
approach it differently than any other sin. We must display love toward those who want to 
practice it, letting them know where we stand. God loves them as much as He loves us. He went 
to the Cross for them as He did for us. 



Malachi’s concern was that the people of Israel had broken faith by their ignoring God’s standard 
for marriage. Read 2:11. Few standards of conduct were mentioned more often in the Old 
Testament than that of not marrying people of the surrounding nations that followed false gods. 
Read II Corinthians 6:14. It cannot be clearer than that. This command is not applicable to those 
already married but it is a message we must share with our children and grandchildren. The 
number one question we need to get our children to ask when they begin dating is “Is this person 
a born again Christian who loves Jesus the way I do?” That is a tough question for a teen to ask 
in a culture that places a high dating priority on lots of other things but it is the question God 
wants them to ask first. Dating is not a method of reaching people. Too often individuals say, “In 
time I will reach him and we will have a Christian home.” That is not likely to happen.  

God, through Malachi, dealt with a number of issues that were upsetting to Him and one of them 
was marriage. I cannot but believe that if God were to send a prophet today the issue of Christian 
families would be top on His list of things He is deeply concerned about. God won’t send a 
prophet to us. He already has. His name is Malachi and from God’s perspective nothing has 
changed. God loves us and desperately wants us to have healthy, permanent and loving 
marriages. That will happen only when we take a stand for biblical marriage. If the world does 
not follow, they have to face God on that. We must make it clear where we stand and why. May 
His Spirit give us the courage to buck society and live for Him as He wants us to. 


