
Haggai  
Zechariah lived approximately 125 years before Haggai. Between the two prophets Josiah 
instituted reforms that failed to last long. Several kings reigned under the watchful eye of the 
Babylonians and in 586 the Babylonians captured Jerusalem, completely destroyed the temple 
and took the items used in worship to Babylon. When the Meads and Persians under Cyrus 
defeated the Babylonians, Cyrus issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the temple. Ezra and Nehemiah record that return, telling us just under 50,000 returned. 
In approximately 537 B.C. the work of rebuilding the temple began. First they rebuilt the altar 
used for sacrifices. Worship was initiated, being careful to follow the instructions of Moses (Ezra 
3:2-6). Work was then begun on the foundation. Unfortunately the work on the temple was halted 
when the Samaritans sent a letter to the king of Persia telling them that the Israelites were 
planning a political insurrection. In 522 B.C Darius, who followed Cyrus, confirmed that the 
Israelites could carry on with the work. Haggai 1:2 tells us that it was in the second year of 
Darius’ reign. That year was 520 B.C.  

We know nothing about Haggai the man. No lineage is given. He is the only one with that name 
in the Bible and translated it literally means “festive.” He may have been born during one of the 
4 major festival times of Israel. Based on Haggai 2:3 many have assumed he was born in 
Jerusalem before its fall.  If so he would have been in his 70’s or even 80’s when he wrote this 
book. 

Haggai is a short book, only 38 verses. The book begins with a short introduction followed by 4 
messages each beginning with the words, “This is what the Lord says” and each giving the date 
of deliverance. The first was given in late August or early September of 520 B.C. and the last one 
4 months later in what would correspond to mid-December. Ezra gives the historical background 
(Ezra 5:1-2) and even mentioned Haggai (Ezra 6:14-15). 

Approximately 15 years had elapsed since the foundation of the temple was set and work halted. 
Read Haggai 1:2-4.   

There are a lot of things to look at in these verses. Notice that God is introduced as the “Lord 
Almighty.” It seems one of the reasons the Israelites halted their building of the Temple was their 
fear of the Samaritans and perhaps of the Persians. Haggai wanted them to know that God is the 
all-powerful one, using that description of God 12 times in his short book. If God is the all-
powerful one then He can be depended upon. 

God called the Israelites “these people” and not “my people.” They were His people but when 
they failed to trust Him and obey Him they were in essence living as if they were not His. 

In verse 5 God said, “Give careful thought to your ways.” That phrase occurs 4 times in this 
short book. God was literally challenging them to seriously consider where their loyalty and 
priority was. How often do we need to pause and re-evaluate our commitments? Like the 
Israelites we can easily get side-tracked into that which is admittedly important but not the most 
important.  



Then God noted their rationale. They decided “The time has not come.” How often do we use 
that same excuse? “I’m going to start giving more to God just as soon as …” Or, “I am going to 
share Jesus with my neighbor but I am waiting for just the right moment so as not to mess it up”? 
The reality is that it is always the right time to obey God, to put God first in our lives. 

When the building of the Temple was halted the people began to build their own homes and, as 
the verses that follow tell us, they worked their farms to care for their families. The description 
of their homes as being paneled indicates that they were not only a place to live in but very nice, 
well finished places. They spent their time on their homes, doing nothing for the Temple.  

These were basically good people who drifted away from God and from God’s will for them. 
When Cyrus gave the Israelites permission to return to Israel there were probably half a million 
or more living in Babylon who were eligible to return and rebuild Jerusalem, the temple and the 
nation. Ezra tells us that fewer than 50,000 returned. That means that only 10% of the Israelites 
were willing to leave the comfortable life in Babylon.  They were not the poor who had nothing 
to lose. According to Ezra this group gave generously to build the Temple when they arrived. 
They were caring, committed individuals. But they abandoned the work they had come to do.  

There is a warning here for all of us. If we do not guard ourselves against slipping into 
indifference we can end up like the Israelites in Haggai’s time, too busy doing what is of lesser 
importance. 

What the Israelites were doing was not in itself wrong. Their problem was they had moved God 
from a priority in their lives to a second or third place where He got the time and resources they 
had left. God is not truly God if He is not first in our lives. He is not Lord at all if He is not Lord 
of all. The first commandment of God is that we are to love Him totally and to have no other 
gods before Him. Placing anything ahead of Him is wrong.  

God went on. Read Haggai 1:5-6. They worked hard to get ahead but were getting further and 
further behind. In verses 7-11 God said the reason they were not blessed was they had lost their 
priorities. Read Leviticus 26:18-20 and Matthew 6:33.  

Those who put themselves ahead of God not only lose their spiritual walk but find that the things 
they thought were more important really don’t satisfy. God meets the needs of those who follow 
Him closely and His closer presence is ultimately what really matters.  

According to verses 12, the people agreed to do as God asked. It’s great when we listen to God’s 
Word and respond as He wants us to. God’s response in verse 13 was that He would be with 
them. We say it is “Not the right time?” God says, “Get on with it now” and when we do we can 
know that God will be with us.  

And they got on with it. But then discouragement set in. Haggai’s second message comes in 
2:1-9. It was less than a month after work began. The writer of Haggai tells us it was 21st day of 
the 7th month. That means very little to us but undoubtedly was important to the Israelites. 
According to I Kings 8:2 that was the time when Solomon dedicated the Temple he had built. 
Compared to Solomon’s Temple this new one seemed like a chicken coop. And they knew it. 
Solomon had years to build, millions of dollars in materials and thousands and thousands of 



workers including hundreds of craftsmen. The remnant who returned from Babylon were no 
match for that and they knew it. 

If you have never been discouraged in the Lord’s work you really have not thought about it. We 
all know churches that have more or Christians who seem more successful in their ministry. 

God’s answer! Three times in verse 3 God told His people to be strong. Why should one in the 
face of such obvious discouragement be strong? Because, according to verse 5, God would be 
with them. What more could they want? What they lacked in resources and experience was more 
than made up by God’s presence. They felt they could not do it. Realistically they could not, but 
God could. 

It got even better. In verses 6-9 God promised “I will fill this house with glory. The glory of this 
house will be greater than the glory of the former. In this place I will grant peace, declares the 
Lord Almighty.” 

This had dual meaning. On one level it referred to the temple being built in Jerusalem and on 
another level it was referring to the temple in the millennial kingdom. That will be awesome to 
say the least but it is the current application that is really important. The important thing to us is 
the presence of God’s glory in our lives. If we put Him first then we are deeply blessed.  

God wants us to put spiritual priorities ahead of all others. Our worship, our support of God’s 
church, our care for God’s people and our witnessing should all be more important than our 
personal needs. If we put God first all the rest will be added unto us in His time.  


