
Nahum 

The book of Nahum is a prophecy or oracle written to Nineveh to tell them that God was going 
to utterly destroy them because of their cruelty, especially to God’s people. Nahum has a couple 
of powerful messages that important for all times. In the presentation of his message Nahum 
presents a picture of God who is in complete control of history. That is a message we need to 
hear as we view our world today and what seems on the surface to be out of control sin 
everywhere. 

A few notes on Nineveh itself. Nineveh was the city that Jonah was called to preach to. He 
rebelled against that call because he hated the citizens of Nineveh because of the cruelty they had 
inflicted on Israel. The first mention of Nineveh in the Bible is in Genesis 10:11. Genesis 10 is a 
record of the descendants of Noah. In that list we read that a son of Cush was named Nimrod. 
Nimrod built Nineveh and it was his descendants living in the area of Nineveh who build the 
tower of Babel which in time became Babylon. Babylon became known for its sinfulness as a 
city while Nineveh became known for its constant warfare and cruelty. Nineveh is mentioned in 
the Code of Hammurabi written approximately 2200 B.C. There are a few historical references to 
Nineveh in the century that followed but it was not until the middle of the 800's B.C. that it 
comes to prominence again and that is in reference to the empire of Assyria and its king who 
made Nineveh his capital (Shalmaneser III). The books of II Kings and II Chronicles detail 
various attacks of Assyria against Israel including periods when the Israelites paid tribute to their 
kings so they could remain at peace with them. It was the Assyrians who eventually destroyed 
Samaria and the Northern Kingdom and took the 10 tribes of that kingdom into captivity. 

Having captured the Northern Kingdom the Assyrians turned their attention to the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. Many of the cities of Judah were captured and eventually the Assyrian king 
Sennacherib marched on Jerusalem. Read II Kings 19:10-36.  

Following his defeat to the angel of the Lord and his return to Nineveh, Sennacherib turned his 
attention to building the city of that city. He bragged, according to historical documents, that his 
palace was without rival and his city the greatest. He protected his city with a wall close to 100 
feet high, 8 miles in circumference, and wide enough for three chariots to be driven side by side 
around it. Sennacherib had truly made it the greatest city on earth. 

Nineveh was a wicked city that turned only briefly to the Lord after the ministry of Jonah. Less 
than 100 years after Sennacherib threatened Jerusalem Nineveh was utterly destroyed by the 
Medes and Babylonians, never to be inhabited again. God detailed through Nahum exactly what 
He would do to Nineveh and why. 

Read Nahum 1::2 which sets forth the reason why God was going to judge Nineveh. That seems 
harsh. Why would a God of love declare that He is a jealous and avenging God? Why would He 
say 3 times that He would seek vengeance? However, if you think about it, few verses in the 
Bible are more powerful or important. 



God first of all declared He was a jealous God. Normally when we think of jealousy we think of 
characteristics that are not good. Read Exodus 20:5, which is part of the 10 commandments. God 
declared He is jealous for His glory, His name and the worship that belongs to Him and Him 
alone. Nineveh had violated all of these. 

God is also rightfully angry in regard to sin. The Assyrians were known throughout the entire 
region not simply as a powerful nation but as a nation that took great pride in torture. Among the 
nations of the world that have practiced atrocities against humanity the Assyrians would rank on 
top of the list. If God is going to be true to Himself, He must judge sin and sinners. 

What kind of a God would He be if He could not or would not judge evil? If God allowed sin to 
win because He could not or would not judge it then Satan would win. If sin were to go 
unpunished then the effects of sin would not be reversed and our world would forever stand 
destroyed by Satan.  
We have all seen the images of ISIS terrorists lining up Christians to behead them because they 
refused to deny their faith. Would we really be happy with a God who could not or would not 
punish those who committed such sins against His people?   

When God says He is vengeful He is not suggesting that He is seeking to get even via some 
temper tantrum but rather that as a just God He is prepared to justly deal with sin. Read Romans 
12:19 and Deuteronomy 32:35, 41. The reason for that is that God and God alone is perfectly 
holy so the vengeance that He determines to be right is always fair, just and deserved. There is 
nothing arbitrary about it. Read Genesis 18:25. Whereas we seek vengeance from a position of 
anger or hurt, God seeks it from a position of holiness. 

Fortunately in addition to His justice we do have His love. Read Nahum 1:3 and II Peter 3:9. " 
  
The Holy God of justice declared that every sin must be punished but He also declared that His 
love for us was so great He was sending His only Son to suffer our deserved justice so that we 
might not have to face it. As certainly as vengeance belongs to God so does His great salvation 
for all who believe. Every sin ever committed must and will be punished. The punishment for sin 
was either born for us by Jesus on the Cross or we will bear it ourselves for all eternity. A truly 
Holy God cannot ignore it and be true to Himself. 

God said that He would avenge the sinfulness of Nineveh against His holiness and His people. 
Then God detailed exactly how He would go about it. What is absolutely incredible are the 
details that God gave to show what He was going to do. The details are so exact to what 
happened that liberals who don’t want to credit God with prophecy say Nahum had to have 
written his account after the fact. In reality he wrote at the height of Nineveh’s power and could 
write such details because the God who controls history told him exactly what would happen. 
Nahum 2 describes in detail the sequence of events that led to the fall of Nineveh. One of the 
predictions was that the river gates would be thrown open and the palace would collapse (v.6). A 



Greek historian writing after the fact noted that a critical aspect of the fall of Nineveh was the 
extremely heavy rains that caused the Tigris and other rivers to overflow. The flooding not only 
washed away a major part of the wall allowing the enemy to simply enter the city but flowed into 
the city doing significant damage elsewhere.  

The key lesson from that prophecy is the reminder that God has a plan for dealing with evil and 
it is a very specific plan. He will put that plan into action exactly when He has planned to and He 
will win. Even a quick reading of the book of Revelation shows us that just as all of the details of 
God’s judgment on Nineveh were planned in advance and fulfilled exactly as He said it would, 
His plans for the final defeat of evil and the punishment of Satan and all of his followers is also 
planned in detail.  

The name Nahum means “comforter.” His message was certainly no comfort to the Assyrians 
represented by their capital city Nineveh. His message was, however, a tremendous comfort to 
the Israelites, to God’s people. The demise of Assyria meant they could once again live in peace 
and worship God freely as they should. It meant that Assyria would be punished for all the evil it 
had done to them. God’s holiness would be vindicated. 

For those who trust in Jesus the message of Revelation is also a message of comfort. It reminds 
us that ultimately sin, death and Satan will be defeated and we will be free to become all God 
created us to be. We will be free to enjoy God forever. That is a message of comfort to all of us. 

Nahum was a message on the surface to Nineveh but in a larger sense it is a message to all who 
follow in the evil ways of Nineveh. Nahum was a message of comfort and hope to Israel but 
again in a larger sense it is a message of comfort and hope to all of God’s people who are 
reminded that while sin and evil may seem to be in control, God is really the sovereign one and 
the day is coming when all of the details of His plan to judge sin will be fulfilled. We win 
because He will win. 


